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No. XX. 

IB haxnble Petition of the Indigo Planters' Assooiation in Bengal^ to the Hon*ble 

the Lieutenant-Gbyernor of BengiL 

Showeth, * • 

That your Petitioners are largely engaged in a cultivation 
lich they are told, on the highest authority, it is the object of the 
ipreme GovemmSnt to foster and^encourage. Mr. Wilson, who, in the 
»ening o^ his Financial Statement of the 18th ultimo, stated that he 
.d in his proposals iVthe fullest, the amplest concurrence of the Noble 
url, the Govemor-G^ijieral, and of his other Colleagues in Council," 
3o distinctly objected to increase the Export J)uty on Indigo, because, 
aong other reasons, *' it is one of the few cultivations in India wJlich 
t;ract British capital and skiU to direct Native labour." Mr. Wilson 
»es on to say, ^* that is the kind of industry which, above all others, 
e Government would wish to encourage, and on that account alone 
ey would feel precluded from placing any impediment in the way of its 
[tension. It would be mqje in consonance with our views to remove 
hat Uttle Duty there now is, as soon as circumstances will permit 
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The value of the influence of European gentlemen settled in our 
country districts cannot, in our opinion, be over estimated, and it will 
be the steadfast policy of the Government to encourage it in every 
way we can." 

Your Petitioners learn that you yourself. Sir, have expressed senti- 
ments similar to those of the Supreme Government on this subject. In 
a letter, of which we are sorry to say very bad use has been made, you 
Bay, "it would be greatly to be lamented if anything shoidd check 
Indigo cultivation, so long as it is a wliolesome commercial enterprise." 

But at the moment such favorable expressions towards us are being 
uttered by the Supreme Government, and that of Bengal, we find the 
Manager of the Sindoorie Concern writing to us, under date of the 
21st February, "The Ryots are fully under the impression that Govern- 
ment wish to suppress the cultivation of Indigo, and will support them 
against the Planter, and they certainly have every reason for saying 
80, Jor they are often told so by the Police." He also states, that " it 
is impossible to bring any cases against the Byots in the Mofussil Courts, 
as we cannot get witnesses to prove them ; even our servants dare not 
go into Court to give evidence." And on the 29th he writes, "The 
Syots are at present in a great sts^te of excitement ; in fact they are 
mad, and ready for any mischief. They daily try to bum our 
Factory and Seed Golahs. Most of our servants have left us from fear, 
as the ^yots have threatened to murder then ^d bum their houses ; 
and I fear the few that are still with us will soon leave, for the Eyots 
prevent them getting food from the neighbouring Bazars. If some 
most stringent steps are not taken by the Government at once, . none of 
us will be able to remain in the Mofussil, and then there will be a 
general loot of the Factories — ^rather a serious itate of* a^airs when 
you consider what is at stake. Even now it is ntt safe to ride from 
Factory to Factory. The whole country is up ; ^d if it goes on much 
longer in tljis way ther^ is no saying what may happen. The Police 
are^all against us." ^ 

The Managen of the Bengal Indigo Company writes, that his Assis- 
tants are attacked in the open field, and go to their business in fear 
of their lives. He says, "I never had a difficulty with my Ryots 
pxcept at the instigation of Government Officers. I have induced 
young men of the highest respectability io join the Bengal ^Indigo 
Coiopany's employ as Assistants ; but how can I expect them to re- 
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main or carry on business if they are to be maltreated when rij^ng 
quietly over their cultivation." He states that the distultbances in his 
Concern are owing to the " current belielf that the Government is deter- 
mined on putting a stop to all Indigo Planting." ^ ^ 

The Manager of the Neeschindeepore Concern writes, on the 15th of 
February, " For the past four months every Indigo property in this 
District has been, and still is, in the most serious danger ; and only great 
prudence and activity will prevent mischief. An indiscreet order on 
the part of ihe Magistrate would set the District in a blaze." And again, 
on the 29th of February, " Some Villages of Katcheekatta have begun 
to behave badly, all caused by the extraordinary outbreak at Lokenath- 
pore, and which is daily getting worse. 

The Manager of the Carragoda Factory writes, on Ihe Ist March, " I 
am sorry to say that the Ryots of tlie Soobdy Factory have been told 
by the Eyots of Kadjoorah Factory of the Goldar Division, and by 
those belonging to Ailhass Factory of the Sindoorie JDivision, to^join 
vith them to present a petition against us. My Ryots said that they 
have nothing to complain of, whereupon they were told that they would 
not be allowed to remain in their Villages. I am doing my best to keep 
them quiet ; but the whole Distri&t is in revolution, and the mutinous 
Ryots say they will not sow Indigo, having the Lord Saheb on their side, 
who has told them they need not sow Indigo if they do not like to do so." 

But your Petitionenf would bring to your notice that theses are not 
mere reports unsupported by facts. Mr. Campbell, Assistant in the 
Mulnath Concern, was attacked and beaten, and left for dead on the 
field. Mr. Hyde, ^Assistant in the same Concern, was pelted with clods, 
and #nly ^ved himself by the speed of his horse. 

The Factory houses at Kadjoorah, in the Lokenathpore Concern, were 
plundered and bumf down. 

Toltollah Factory, ii! Lokenathpore, was threatened. 

The out-houses of Chandpore, in the Gofdar Concern^ were bi^ed 
down. • 

Your Petitioners would submit that these outrages ate not the effect 
of any oppression on the part of the Planters, for the Managers of 
Concerns throughout Bengal have of late years made large concessions 
to the Ryots with regard to payments, being necessitated to do so by 
the great rise in wages, tfnd increase in the price of articles of food, 
which has taken place during the last five or six years. 
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li^ur Petitioners would moreover state that neither is it a conse- 
quence of the* unprofitableness of Indigo growing, as has been often 
stated, and they court the fullest inquiry into this point. 

You^ Petitioners conceive that the cause of the unusual outbreak in 
many of the quietest Concerns in Lower Bengal is the diligent propaga- 
tion, by a late Magistrate of Baraset, amoi^ his subordinates and 
others, pf the notion that the Government of Bengal intended, by its 
letter No. 4516, of July 2l8t 1859, to the address of the Commis- 
sioner of Nuddea District, to aid the Ryots, by the Police, in evading 
their contracts to sow Indigo. 

Your Petitioners have received copy of a Perwannah issued to the 
Darogah of Thannah Kolarooah, of which the following is a transla- 
tion: — • 



No. 1603. 
To the Darogah of Thannah Kolarooah. 

Be it known, 

A LETTER of the Magistrate of Baraset, dated 17th August 
1859, has arrived, enclosing Extract of a letter, No. 4516, from the Secre- 
tary to the Government of Bengal, dated 21st July 1859, and addressed 
to the iSfuddea Conmiissioner, which, in referring to certain Indigo 
matters, states that the Byots are to keep possession of their own 
lands, sowing thereon such crops as they may desire ; that the Police 
should take care that neither Indigo JPlanters nor otfier persons should 
interfere with the Byots; that Indigo Planters shall not bo ^le, under 
pretence of the Ryots having agreed to sow Indigo, . to cause Indigo to 
be sown by the use of violence on the lands of diose Byots; and that 
if the Byots have indeed agreed to do so, the Indigo Planters are at 
liberty to sue them for the same in the Civil Court, the Fouzdaree 
Court having no concern at all in that matter ; for the Byots can bring 
forward numerous objections to their cidtivating Indigo and m respect 
of their denial of the above agreement. 

Therefore this general Perwannah is addressed to you, that you may 
act in future as stated above. 

The iOth AMgmt 1859. 



( 353 ) 

Your Petitioners would submit that such an interference as the above, 
between the Capitalist and Laborer, is unwarranted by the practice of 
any civilized country. Your Petitioners would also remark, that were 
such an order as the above issued by any Magistrate in the manufacturing 
or mining districts in England, strikes would inevitably occur among the 
laborers, as much more (^ngerous in ^^haracter than those in Bengal, 
as the Englishman is more dangerous and energetic than the Ben- 
gallee. 

Your Petitioners would observe, that in the case of Opium cidtivation, 
where Government holds a similar position to that of the Indigo Planter 
towards the Byot, a special Law for the fulfilment of contracts for the 
cultivation of Opium was required, and has long been enacted. A special 
Law, Act Xin. of 1859, exists for the punishment of breaches of con- 
tract by Artificers, Workmen, and Laborers in the Towns of Calcutta, 
Madras, and Bombay. A Law to provide for the summary enforcement 
of contracts between Workmen on Railways and other Pitblic WorksTand 
their Employers has just passed the Legislature. If Government, and 
Eailway Contractors armed with some of the powers of Govermnent, and 
receiving assistance from Government Officers, and Tradesmen in the 
Presidency Towns, who have the advantage of the Supreme and Small 
Cause Courts, require special Laws for compelling the fulfilment of con- 
tracts, surely the unprotected Englishman settled in the Interior does so 
much more, and surely* this will not be denied to '^ that kind of 
industry which above all others the Government would wish to 
encourage." 

Your Petitioners* would therefoi^ pray for the issue, on the part of 
the GoYcripn^nt of bengal, of some Notification which shall disabuse 
the minds of the Byots of the idea that it is the intention of Government 
to interfere in any way with the cultivation of Indigo, and that his Honor 
the Lieutenant-Governor be pleased to mgve the Hon'ble Member 
of the Legislative Council for Bengal to introduce a ^ill for *the 
summary trial and punishment of breaches of contract in the Mofus- 
sil. 

And your Petitioners shall ever pray, &c., &c. 

• W. Wise, 

Chairman. 
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i A^ S. Young, Esq., Secretary to the Goremment of Bengal, to the Com- 
missioner of Naddea,-KNo. 926, dated the 14th March 1860.) 

Sib, 

I AM directed by the Ldeutenant-G^x^emor to forward to you 
herewith a Notification which I am to request you will, as speedily as 
possible, have very carefully translated into Bengalee, and distributed ex. 
tensively in those Districts of your Division in which misunderstanding 
has occurred, or is likely to occur, in connection with the cultivation of 
Indigo. 

2. You can hjve any number you require of these notices struck 
off, either at the Allipore Jail Press, or in that attached to my 
Office. 

3* You wilT imderstand, and the Lieutenant-Governor desires that 

• 
you will be <5aref ul to explain to the Magistrates to whom you forward 

these notices, that it is not intended by this Notification that the Police 

should interfere for the purpose of eniorcing any civil contract. Breaches 

of contract between Indigo Planters and Ryots can be remedied only in 

the manner authorized by Law. The object of the Notification is to do 

away with a false impression, which there is reason to suppose exists, 

as to the views of Government in regard to the cultivation of Indigo. ' 

and which is alleged to have had its origin partly in the injudicious 

publication of the Perwannah subrSitted with your letter^ of tke 9th 

instant, in which Perwannah an Order of Government was iflaccurately 

represented. 



Notification. 

m 

It appears from the reports of Local Officers^ as well as from com- 
plaints which have been preferred to the Lieutenant-Governor by Indigo 
Planters, that a misapprehension prevails in the minds of the Ryots of 
Borne Districts as tP the views of Government in regard to tlie cnltiva- 
tion pf Indigo ; and that in some places it has been falsely represented. 
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by designing persons, that the Government is desirous to discourage tto 
cultivation of Indigo ; and even that the Police will proteoi Rjoto in the 
evasion of contracts entered into by them with Indigo Planters. It is 
surprising that such foolish reports should have . obtained credence. 
Nevertheless it is proper that they should be authoritatively contradicted. 
Wherefore it is hereby deo^red that although it is always optional with 
Ryots to take advances and to enter into contracts for Indigo, or not to 
do so^ as they may think best for their own interests, and in this matter 
tliey require no assistance beyond that of the Law, which is equally fair 
to all parties, still if they do enter into such contracts lawfully, and of 
their own will, they must expect to be required to fulfil them. If they 
dishonestly refuse to act up to their engagements, they will be liable to 
the lawful consequences of such misconduct 



From A. Gbote, Esq., Conmdssioner of the Nuddea Division, to the Secretary to 
the Goyemment of Bengal, Fort William, — (No. 74 Ct., dated Allipore, the 
16th March 1860.) 

Sib, 

Referring to your letter Na 926, under date the 14th 
• instant, received yesterday, I have the honor to state for the informa- 
tion of Government that the orders communicated have been duly 

carried out. * 

• • • 

2. Twenty five copies of the accompanying Bengallee Notification, 

the same being a trans||ition of that enclosed in your letter, were for- 
warded to each of the Districts of Nuddea asid Jessore by yesterday's 
post, and 300 more are now under dispatch to those Districts. I am 
also issuing 140 copies to the Magistrate of Barraset,^hose attention, 
as well as* that of the Magistrates of Nuddea and Jessore, have been 
' especially drawn to para. 3 of the orders. 

P. S. — The Magistrates ^have been told to indent for further copies i^ 
necessary on the AUipore Jail Press. 
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From A. B. Youno, Esq., Secretary to the Groremment of Bengal to tlie Comniia- 
iloners of Djuxsa and Bajshahye— (Nos. 1059 and 1060, dated the 2l8t March 
1860) 

SlB. 

1 Am directed by the Lieatenant-Govemor to forward to yon, 
for distribution to the Officers in charge of those districts of yonr Divi- 
sion in which Indigo cultivation is extensively carried on, five hundred 
copies of a Bengallee Notification^ is^ed by Government in consequence 
of the excitement at present prevailing in some parts of the Lower 
Provinces in connection with this matter. 

2. The Lieutenant Governor expects that the District Officers will 
use their discretiqp as to publishing this Proclamation in their respective 
Districts. Where the erroneous belief^ because of which the Proclamation 
was published in Nuddea^ does not prevail^ the Proclamation should not 
be published. ^Wherever that erroneous belief does prevail^ if the 
Magistrate is satisfied that it will do good^ it may be published. 



From J. S. Spakeib, Ebq^ Magistrate of Jtfaldah, to the Secretary to the Gfovem- 
ment of Bengal, in the Judicial Department, Fort William, — (No. 51, dated 
Maldah the 22nd March 1860.) 

SiBf 

I BEQUEST you will have the goodness to send me up sundry 
copini of the Lieutenant Governor's Notification to the Ryots of Eish- 
naghur> Ac, by Dawk Post I shall be glad to receive as many as 
you consider it possible to send by letter post • • \ 



From A. B. Young, Esq., S^pretary to the Gk)yemment of Bengal, to the Magis- 
• tiSkte of Maldah,— (No. 1249, dated the 2^ March 1860.) 

Sir, 

In reply to your letter No. 51, dated the 22nd instant, I am 
directed to inform you that a hundred copies of the Government Notifi- 
cation therein referred to have been despatched to yoor address by this 
day's post 
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From A. U. Youkq, Esq. Secretary to the Government of BenpjaJ, to A. Sconce, 
Esq., Legislative Member for Bengal, — (No. 10GC>, dated the 2] si March 

1800.) • 

Sir, 

I AM directed to forward ta vdu herewith a copy of a Pcti* 
tion presented to the Lieutenant Governor by the Indigo Planter.^, 
Association on the 13th instant, and of a recent correspondence on the 

• From Conimr. of Nuddea No. 62Ct, dated the ^6th March 1860. SublCCt tO which it 

and Enclosure •^ 

„ 70Ct, dated the 12th March. rclatCS. * FurtllCr 
„ TlCt, dated the 13th March. 

„ 926, dated the 14th „ Correspondence and 

„ 983, dated the 17th „ • ^ 

„i()24, dated the 19th „ any papers whicli 

„ 7HCt., dated the 19th „ i , . 

„ 982, dated the 17th „ Can DC traced in 

From K(*crotarv Iudi}]fO Plantors' Association diitcd tho 13th March. .if «» 

From C.>miur. of Nuddea No. dated tlie 2l8t March 1860. "US Ottice COnncCt- 

To ditto, * „ 1053, dated the 2l8t „ „ ^ i _..i .t 

To ditto, ;,1081, dated Uie 22nd „ „ -Cd With the paSS- 

Petition of Indigo Planters' Association. j^^g ^f ^^le several 

Acts referred to in Mr. Grote's letter of the 7th November last, No. 

l4lC., will be sent to you hereafter; and I am to request that you will 
Cons, nrd March 1829, No. 1-2. ^^ E^od cnough caref uUy to consider 
T. " oil? i^^f }aif'^^' J5"* h^^' • ' the whole subject of contracts between 

Pro. 8th Sept 1885, No. 17. ' • •' 

„ 9th June 1835, No. 30-1. Jadiffo Planters and Kyots, and that 

„ 5th May 1886, No. 1-2. ^ . . 

you will favor the Lieutenant-Governor 
^vith your opinion as to the expediency of special legislation with 
reference to these contracts, and the nature of the provisions of the 
Bill, if any, which you would advise to be introduced for adjudicating 
c^es arising out of them. « 



»> 


ditto, 


1, 


ditto, 


To 


ditto, 


j» 


ditto. 


fi 


ditto. 


From 


ditto. 


To 


ditto, 






From A. Forbes, Esq., 0£ciatiiig Secretary to the Indigo Planters' Association, to 
the Honorable J. P. Gbant, Lieutenant Governor of Bengal^— (No. 2, Old 
Post Office Street, 21i^M:arch 1860.)^ 

SlK, 

I EU.VE the honor to state that I am directed by the Central 
Committee of the Indigo Planters' Association to remind you of youY 
promiSe to their Deputation' to consult with Mr. Sconce as to the advisa- 

4G 
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bility of introducing a Law for the summary punishment of breaches of 
Indigo contracts, and to communicate your decision to the Association. 

The Committee is induced to press this matter upon your considera- 
tion in consequence of its having been found that the Notification issued 
by fli^ Bengal Government on the 14th instant has failed to have the 
desired effect. The Committee yrould suggest that a Law should be 
immediately passed, empowering Magistrates to pimish with fine and 
imprisonment any Eyot who may be proved to be under advances to sow 
Indigo for this season, and who may refuse to fulfil his engagements. 

With this feeling, it is the intention of the Indigo Planters' Associa- 
tion, in case you should not think it proper to recommend the Law your- 
self, to petition the Legislative Council for such a Law. 

As the matter is very pressing, the Committee would beg the favor 
of an early reply. 



From A. R.. YouKO, Esq., Secretary to the Government of Bengal, to A. Fosbes, 
Esq., Officiating Secretary to the Indigo Planters* Association.— (Dated tiie 
22nd Mardi 1860.) 

Sir, 

I AM directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter dated 
yesterday, and in reply to inform you that the Lieutenant Governor has 
commitnicated with Mr. Sconce, ^s promised, And that he believes that a 
Bill will be introduced in the Legislative Council on Saturday next, for 
the summary enforcement of Indigo Contracts. 



From the Libut.-Govebnob of Bengal, to A. Sconce, Esq., Legislative Member 

for Bengal,--(Bel7idere, dated the 23rd March 1860.) * 

My deai^ Sconce, • 

I SEND you a fair copy of the Bill which I think will do for a 
first and second reading pretty well as it is ; I have tried to introduce 
the alterations determined on this evening. 

My reasons for recommending the Bill are in short these : 

That there is ground for believing that a great commercial calamity 
is threatened by the feeling which has 'suddenly manifested itself 
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amongst Indigo Ryots to repudiate their agreements to cultivate Indigo, 
although advances have been made to and accepted by, them, only a 
short time ago, in the usual manner, and upon the usual imderstanding, 
namely, that they should cultivate Indigo for the Planters at the usual 
rates. I am myself of the opinion that the Indigo cultivators hjRre^and 
long have had great and increasing ground of just complaint against 
the whole system of Indigo cultivation. But if they desired to break 
off thdr connection with that system they should have done so before 
receiving the season's advances. Afier working off existing engagements, 
for which they have received the usual advance, they will have it in 
their power honestly to refuse to grow another plant of Indigo unless 
it is made for their own interest to do so. It will be monstrous if they 
are not allowed, not merely by the theory of the Law, but in effect, to 
exercise their legal and moral right in this matter. But they have, in 
my opinion, no moral right, and certainly they have no legal right, to 
turn suddenly round upon the Planters, and with nothing to complain 
of now, more than they had before, to refuse to do what up to this 
moment they have led the Planters to expect that they would do accord- 
ing to custom and agreement. I conceive, that whether the custom is 
good or bad, and whether the agreement on the Ryot's part be provident 
or improvident, and whether the general position of the Ryot who grows 
Indigo be or be not, for the time being, one of great hardship, no 
individual Ryot has a Qioral right to break his agreement. And still 
less can I think that a mass of Ryots who have agreed, and accepted 
advances in the usual manner, have any moral right to combine for the 
purpose of simultaneously breaking their agreements in order to ruin 
the Qther party. Against such * combination, — and for the purpose of 
saving fi>ortf ruin, ♦if possible, a great commercial interest, which, 
however f^lse its position may long have been, has certainly done nothing 
to the injury of theij Ryot since the last advances were made and 
accepted in usual course a few weeks ago, — it appears to me that a Law 
giving a very summary but still a fair trial, and inflicting penal damages 
on the party who after a fair trial is found to be determined wilfully 
to break -his engagements, is both justifiable and proper. The Draft of a 
Law which I enclose does no more than this, but I am of opinion tliat 
no Law that could be framed regarding Indigo Planting at the present 
moment should be more than temporay. Especially, I tliink that no 
Law in the interest of the Planter could, at the present moment, be 




>• • 



>^L 



« ( 3(;o ) 

• 

honestly proposed which should have any elTcct beyond tlie season now^ 
runiting on. ,We all of us know that the system is full of abuses. 
If we had never heard a word about Indigo Planting since we arrived 
in India ; if there was not upon record a single case of abuse, on the 
part* of an Indigo Planter or a Zeniindar (and in this respect I desire to 
draw no invidious distinction between one class and another), the mere 
fact of the existence of the present difficulty would m itself prove that 
the system is rotten, and that the rottenness consists in this, that in 
practice the Ryot is made to act like sC slave, not like a free man. Under 
a wholesome and fair system of trade there must be in all dealings 
between two parties mutual gain, or at least the hope of mutual gain, 
and both parties to every dealing must be free agents. If, therefore, 
the Indigo Planting trade were in a wholesome and fair state, and an 
equal Law were practically applicable to the rich and to the poor in 
dealings between Planter and Ryot, it is certain that the Ryot would be 
as mjach afraid of the manufacturer not buying liis plant, as clamorous 
for a special Law on his side, as the manufacturer is afraid that tlic 
Ryot will not cultivate and supply him with enough of the plant, and 
clamorous for special Law on his side. We see that the present strug- 
gle on the part of the Ryots is to* avoid the cultivation of Indigo. 
From this it is certain that Ryots who cultivate Indigo are forced 
to do so by illegitimate coercion. The same men who fight for the 
privilegje of cultivating a field with Rice, for .sale in the open market, 
are now almost in rebellion in order to escape the calamity of cul- 
tivating a field with Indigo for sale (if sale it can be called) to the 
Planter. , 

There must be a thorough inquiry into the whole system. There 
would have been such an inquiry long ago, I belief e, if pebple had not 
been afraid of brinfrincr on such a crisis as has now occurred. The 
system was such that sooner or later a crisis was cen|:ain ; it has now come 
in the natural course of things, and there is no longer an excuse for 
shilling the disclosure of the disease, and the application of the remedy. 
For these reason§ I could recommend no Law other than a tempoimry 
Law, and no Law of any sort unless its promiUgation to the Ryots may be 
accompanied with a promise ' of full and thorough inquiry into past 
practice, and thereafter of a well considered Law which shall afford 
practically equal and complete protection to«thc Ryots as wellas^to the 
Planter. 
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A Bill to €71 force the fulfilment of Indigo Contrticts, ^ 

% 

m 

Whereas it is expedient, pending a Commission of Inquiry into the 

practice of Indiffo Plantinnr in Dcrilral, 

Preamble. -^ . ° ° ^ ^ 

^ich the Executive Government purposes 
to appoint after the close of the present season of cultivation, to make 
temporary provision for enforcing by summary process tlie execution 
of agreements entered into for the cultivation of Indigo plant ; and better 
to provide for the punishment of certain unlawful acts connected with 
such cultivation ; It is enacted as follows : — 

I. If any person who has received a cash advance upon his agreement 

to cultivate Indigo plant during the season 

i JM:;^rons"f^; Ze.^^S^'^f''^ ^ow current, shall wilfully delay or omit 
porson who iia« received a cash f^Q^i and after the 24th day of March 

mlvance an<i delays or neglects to •' 

ndtivatc land according to agree- I860 tO Cultivate aCCOrdin^Tf tO the COll- 

lueut , ." • 

ditions of his agreement tlie whole 
quantity of land which he has agreed to cultivate, and for the cultiva- 
tion of which the cash advance was made, it shall be competent to the 
^laf'istrate to entertain a complainj made to the above eflect on oath 
by the Planter who has made the advance, or by any person on his 
behalf, and to summon the person complained of to appear before him 
in order to the investigatij)n of the complaint preferred. If the Magis- 
trate has reason to believe that the person complained of will not appear 
• in obedience to the summons, he may issue a warrant for the arrest of 
such person. 

II. • On hearing the answer of tiffe person complained of, and on tak- 

• Ing sucH evidence as both parties may adduce, if the com- 

Pcnalty. , 

. plamt be established to the satisfaction of the Magistrate, 
the Magistrate shall assess a certain sum as damages not exceeding five 
times the said advance made, and five times thd value of any seed that 
may have been furnished to him for-'such cultivation, to be paid by tlie 
defendant ; and failing the immediate payment of the damages assessed 
' may order- the defendant to be imprisoned in the Civil Jail for 
. a term not exceeding three months, and may on the motion of the 
complainant furthermore proceed to levy the damages assessed from^ 
tlie property of the defendant in the mode provided for enforcing 
decrees of Court under Act VIII of 1859 (/or siwplifying the Proce- 
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dure of the Courts of Civil Judicature not established bu 
oviso. - . , 

Royal Charter,) Provided that if the amount of the said 
damages is paid or levied within the aforesaid term of three months, the 
defendant shall be released from Jail on that amount being paid or levied. 

III. If any person from, and after the 24th day of March 1860 

-. ,. r . .. J . « sJ^all by violence, threats, or otherwise 

Penalty for mtimidation, &c. ... 

intimidate or attempt to intimidate any 
other person who shall have entered into any such agreement as afore- 
said, with the intention of inducing such person to break the conditions 
thereof ; or if any person fronnmd after the date aforesaid shall conspire 
with any other person or persons for the purpose of causing the breach 
of any such contract or contracts as aforesaid, he shall on con^dction 
before a Magistrate be liable to a sentence of imprisonment with or 
without labor for a period not exceeding six months, or to a fine not ex- 
ceeding two hundred Rupees, or to both, such fine being commutable, 
if not paid, to*a further period of imprisonment not exceeding six months. 

IV. If any person shall maliciously destroy or damage, or if any 
Penalty for destroying or damag- person shall maliciously command, compel, 

mg crops. Qj. persuade, or shall with others malicious- 

ly conspire to command, compel, or persuade any other person to destroy 
or damage any growing crop of Indigo, he shall on conviction before a 
Magistrate be liable to be sentenced to imprisonment with or without labor 
for a period not exceeding six months, or to a fine not exceeding two 
hundred Rupees, or to both, such fine being commutable, if not paid, to ^ 
a further period of imprisonment not exceeding six montlis. 

V. No appeal shall lie from the decision o6 a Ma- 
No appeaL . i i . * & t * 

gistrate under this Act. »• 

VI. The power of a Magistrate under this Act may ber exercised by 

, any person vested with the fulFpowers of a Magistrate, 

Jurisdictioil. >_♦ .. -.r- t-. nr- 

• and by any Assistant Magistrate or Deputy Magistrate 

specially empowered on that behalf by the local Government. 

VII. This Act shall have effect from and after the 24th day of March 

1860, within the Territories subject to the Lieute- 
Daration of Act. 

nant-Govemor of Bengal. And no complaint or 
prosecution shall be entertained under thi* Act, unless preferred within 
six months from the date aforesaid. 
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From A. R. Young, Esq., Secretary to the Government of Bengal, to the Commit' 
sioners of Nuddea and Eaj^haliye,— (Nob. 1273 and 1274, dated the ^th 

March 1860.) 

Sir, 

. . . • • 

I AM directed to draw your immediate attention to the ** Bill 

to enforce the fulfilment of Indigo Contracts/' which was read a first and 
second time in the Legislative Council on Saturday last. 

2. This Bill, as it is framed, when passed into Law will take eiFect from 
Saturday last the 24th instant, and tke Lieutenant Governor directs that 
its provisions be immediately enforced|fcy Magistrates, as though tlie 
Bill were Law at this moment. The wording of the Bill shows that this 
is the intention and object of the Legislative Council. 

3. The provisions of this Bill, so far as they sffeot the Ryots, must 
be very carefully explained to them. In the Lieutenant Governor's opi- 
nion this explanation will be best made by the several thannadars, each 
in his own thannah. ^ • 

4. With this view it will be proper for you to issue forthwith through 
your subordinates, for promulgation in all those places where any excite- 
ment or imusifal feeling in relation to Indigo Planting exists, a Notice in 
conformity with those provisions. • 

5. It must be stated that it is the desire of Govemment that those 
Ryots who have received cash advances, upon their agreement to culti- 
vate Indigo during the ciyrent season, shall honestly fulfil that agreement. 
It must be explained that any such Ryot who refuses or delays so to fulfil 
his agreement shall be liable to be brought before a Magistrate, on the 
complaint of the Indigo Planter who made the cash advance; and if 
the Mjigistrate, after hearing both jJarties and taking evidence, decides 
that the Ryot^as broken hia agreement, that Ryot may be ordered im- 
mediately, in presence of the Magistrate, to pay five times the cash advance, 
and if he has had seed advanced to him, five times the value of the seed; 
failing which he will be sent to jail, whilst the Amount of tlie»fine will be 
levied by the sale of his property. "This, it may be said, is the order 'of 
Government. 

6. It should, moreover, be explained that any person who shall by 
threats or otherwise attempt to prevent Ryots who have entered into con- 
tracts of the above nature from fulfilling those contracts, or who shall 
conspire with others in any guoh attempt, shall be punished by fine or 
imprisonment or both ; and any person who shall maliciously destroy or 



W"t«. , 




( 



3G4 



) 



-.--J 



.damage, or shall conspire or attempt to persuade otliers to (les«troy or 
damage, any growing crop of Indigo, shall be similarly punished. 

7. But it must also be explained that the order extends only to tlio 
current season ; and it is the intention of Government before the period 
of t&kftig advances for next season arrives, to institute searching inquirv 
into the causes of tlie disputes between Indigo Planters and Eyots 
engaged in the cultivation of Indigo ; and to pass such further Laws and 
orders as will ensure to both parties their just rights, and shall remove 
any reasonable causes of dissatisfaction which the Ryots may have to 
show. With this object a special Commission of Inqidry will very soon 
be appointed. w 



(To Commissioner of Nuddea.) 

• 
8. It is very desirable that wher- 
ever there is a large Indigo cultiva- 
tion, and the probability of numer- 
ous disputes regarding Indigo agree- 
ments, there should be in the close 
neighbourhood an Officer at hand to 
carry out this new Act, and ^vith this 
object three additional Officers with 
full Magisterial powers have recent- 
ly beeji placed at your disposal, and 
can be located wherever you consi- 
der they are most likely to be re- 
quired ; other Officers now in your 
district are, of course, also available 
for the same duty. If any of those 
Officers who have not now full pow- 
ers are, in your opinion, competent 
to decide c§is8s under thi» Act, they 
wTll be specially vested with the ret 
quisite powers ^r this particular pur- 
pose, on your recommendation. You 
will bear in mind what was said 
^in a late letter regarding the ne- 
cessity of giving every Officer de- 
puted into the interior of a District, 



(To Commissioner of Eajslialiye.) 

8. It is very desirable that wher- 
ever there is a large cultivation, and 
the probability of numerous disputes 
regarding Indigo agreements, there 
should be in the close neighbourhood 
an Officer at hand to- carry out this 

^ new Act. All Officers having full 
powers of a Magistrate, who are 
now in your districts, are, of course, 
available Jot this duty, and can be 
located as may seem to you advis- 
able. If any other Officers who have 
not now full powers are, in your opi- 

* nion, competent to decide cases un- 
der the Act,*they will \on your re- 
commendation be specially vested 
with the requisite powers for this 
particular purpose. Mr. Furrell, of 
the Aurungabad Sub-Division, has 
this day been vested with those 
special powers. Should jou require 
an additional number of Officers to 
give effect to the Act in any District, 
you should lose no time in applying 
for them. It is necessary that every 
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where excitement prevails, a suffi- Officer deputed into* the interior of 
cient guard of Military Police to a district for the purpose of cvry- 
maintain his authority. ing out this Act, should be attended 

by a sufficient guard of the Military 
Police to maintain his aulhority, 
and to put down immediately any 
disturbance. 



From A. Gbotb, Esq., Commissioner of thelfaddea Divisicm, to the Seeretary to 
the Government of Bengal, Fort William,— (No. 8, dated Eishnaghor, 29th 
March 1860.) 

Sib, 

In reply to your letter No. 1273 of the 27th instant, I beg to 

append for His Honor's information, copy of my instructions of this 

date to the three Magistrates in whose Districts sidts under the new Act 

will be instituted. 

2. I have applied demi-officially for further copies of the BiU, and 
to have Mr. Assistant Maclean and Mr. Deputy Magistrate Platts epa- 
powered to decide these suits. , 

3. My impression is that the mere promulgation of the purport of 
the new Law will remove all hesitation to sow on the part of those Ryots 
who have received monoy. 



FronrA. Gbote, Esq., Commissioner of the Nuddea Division, to the Officiating 
Magistrates of Qaraset, Nuddea and Jessore,— '(No. 6, Cibculab, dated Kish- 
maghur^ the 29th March 1860.) * 

Sib, 

I' BEG to annex for your guidance extracts from Government 
orders, dated 27th Match 1860, No. 1273, on the subjject of the new 
Bill for enforcing Indigo contracts already forwarded to you, which you 
will observe is to be enforced as Law at once. 

2. Orders to the purport of para. 3 of the abote letter must be 
issued to the Police immediately on the receipt of this. 

3. I apprehend that the first suits will be instituted in the Thannahs of 
the Damoorhoodah and Bungong Sub-Divisions, and in those of Hadfah 
and Meherpore of Nuddea,* and in Thannah Kaloopolc of Jessore. 
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4. In the latter Thannah, Mr, Molony and Mr. Skinner will so distri- 
butejtheir camps as to enable them to dispose as fast as possible of the suits 
so instituted. Sir. Deputy Magistrate Betts, who arrived this morning, will 
be directed to join Mr. Molony 's camp to assist in their adjudication. 

5. • In Bungong, Mr. McNeile will be probably equal to disposing of 
all the suits which may be instituted there, whether from Nuddea or 
Baraset, in which latter District he has also full powers. 

6. In Damoorhoodah, Mr. Maclean (for whom I have applied for 
full powers) will be assisted if necessary by Mr. Herschel and Mr. 
Taylor, who on his arrival may I think be made to hold kucherry at 
Haut-Boleah. 

7. At Meherpore, Mr. Platts, for whom also I have applied for full 
powers, will dispose of such suits as are instituted there or at Bamoondee. 

8. Mr. D. M. Mackenzie, who arrived on Tuesday, should be sent to 
Hadrah. 

9. Each of the new Officers must have with him two Omlahs on 20 
or 25 Rupees ptr month for the purpose of recording evidence. It 
would be convenient if the Magistrates could furnish these men from 
their fixed Establishments, filling up their places temporarily there. 

10. Each Officer should have a small party of Military Police at 
hand, wherever he may for the time be holding his court. The present 
distribution of Captain Raban's Battalion is as follows : — 

Subdhee, — Jessore Magistrate's Camp, 50 men imder Lieut. Howard, 
and 50 Aen of Major Miles' Battalion, under Lieut. Smith, are on their 
way to join him. 

Damoorhoodah. — Eighty men imder I-ieutenant Duff. 

Haut'Boleah. — ^Thirty men under a IJative Officer. *^ 

Meherpore, — Fifty men under Lieutenant Robertsqp. 4 \ 

11. I have to-day requested Captain Raban to detach 30 men under 
a Native Officer to Bamoondee, supplying their place from head-quarters, 
which will be strengthened in a day or two by the arrival of the Guards 
relieved at the Presidency. 

12. I have also told Lieutenant Baker to march his party of 50 men 
to Hadrah. '' 

» 

13. On the arrival of the Lahore light Horse, which may not be 
till after my departure, Mr. Herschel is requested to instruct the Com- 
mchding Officer to detach 60 men to Damoorhoodah — ^half to remain at 
that Station, and half to proceed to join the Jessore Magistrate's camp at 
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Subdhee ; 20 men should be sent to join Mr. Platts at Melierpoi*e. The 
remaining should be kept here to accompany Mr. Herschel to whatever 
part of the District he may be called. 

14. Mr. Molony, Mr. Maclean and Mr. Platts should be desired to 
collect small supplie^lT live stock, and other necessaries, for pfovision- 
ing European troops for the time they are likely to be quartered in 
the District. 

15. I return to Alipore on the 1st, to hold the half-yearly examina- 
tion, and communication should b^ addressed thither after the Slst. 



From A. R. Toung, Esq., Secretary to the Goyemment of Bengal, to the Conr 
missioner of Nuddea,— (No. 1535, dated the Slat March 1860.) 

Sir, 

I AM directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter No. 3, 
dated the 29th instant, submitting a copy of your CirSular to the Offi- 
ciating Magistrates of Baraset, Nuddeo, and Jessore, on the subject of 
carrying out the provisions of the new Bill for enforcing the fulfilment 
of Indigo contracts, and in reply to infom you that the arrangements 
which you have prescribed appear very judicious, and are entirely ap- 
proved by the Lieutenant Governor. 



The 318T Mabch 1860. 

'^HE following Bill, as read ^ third time this day, is published for 
general information*: — 

j4 Bill to enforce the fulfilmeni of Indigo Contracts, and to provide for 

the appointment of a Commission of Evquiry, 

Whebeas it is expedient to issue a commission of enquiry into the 

practice of Indieo planting; in Bencral and 

Preamble. ^ cj * r» » 

the relations between the Indigo Planter 
and the Ryots and holders of land in Bengal, and to make Cempor^uy 
provision for enforcing by^ summary process tlie execution of agreements 
entered into for the cultivation of Indigo plant; and better to provide 
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for the punishment of certain nnlawfnl acts connected with sach cnlti* 
Tation ; It is eqacted as follows : — 

I. If any person who has received a cash advance npon his agree- 

VL^st^te may on- complaint. ™®"^ *^ cultivate Indigo plant during the 
issae summons for appearance of a season now curre^ shall wilfully delay 

person who has received a cash ad- . • #» i ^T 

Tance and delays or neglects to fulfil or omit froQi and after the 4th day of 
bis agreement, ^pj..| jggQ ^ cultivate according to the 

conditions of such agreement the whole quantity of land which he has 
agreed to cultivate, or otherwise to ful£l his engagement^ it shall be com- 
petent to the Magistrate to entertain a complaint made to the above 
effect on oath by the Planter who has made the advance, or by any 
person on his behalf, and to summon the person complained of to appear 
before him in orde^ to the investigation of the complaint preferred. If 
the Magistrate has reason to believe that the person complained of will not 
appear in obedience to the summons, he may issue a warrant for the 
arrest of such person. ^ 

II. On hearing the answer of the person camplained of, and on 

taking such evidence as both parties may 
adduce, if the complaint be established 
to the satisfaction of the Magistrate, the Magistrate shall assess 
a certain sum as damages sustained by reason of the breach of 
the contract. If it shall appear to the Magistrate that the person 
who has agreed to cultivate the Indigo plant is jstill able to perform his 
contract, the Magistrate shall order him specifically to perform the same 
and shall also in such case award a certain sum to be paid as damages as 
an alternative. In cases in which the land to be cultivated with the 
Indigo plant is defined by the agreement, the Magistrate may orde^ the 
attachment, as a security for the amount of the damages assessed or to 
^e assessed for the breach of the agreement, of any other crop of the 
defaulter that may at any time during the present ^ season be growing on 
such land. If after an order for specific performance of agreement the 
defettdant fail to perform the agreement or to pay the amount of 
damages ordered tjo be paid as an alternative, or if after an order for 
payment of damages the same be not immediately paid, the Magistrate 
may order the defendant to be imprisoned in the Ci vil Jail for a term 
not; exceeding three months ; and may on the motion of the complain- 
ant furthermore proceed to levy the damages iissessed from the property 
of thp defendant, in the mode provided for enforcing decrees of Court 
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under Act VIII of 18.^9 (f^fr $implifying the P ocedur' of the Courts of 

Civil Judicature not estftUishtd by R^ai 
Charter). Provided that if the amoant 

of the said damages is paid or levied within the aforesaid term of three 

months, the defendant shall be released from Jail on that amount%dng 

paid or levied. 

Ill In case it shall appear to the satisfaction of the Magistrate that 
^ . , ^ , the agreement has been obtained bv 

If agreement obtained by force or "^ 

intimidation, complaint to be dit- meanip of fraud^ foTce^ or unlawful inti- 

midation, the complaint shall be dismissed. 

IV. If any complaint preferred under this Act be dismissed for 

„ . ^ ^ want of proof or appearance of the com- 

In what cases Magistrate may ^ ' ' 

levy costs and compensation from plainant^ or for any othoT cause, the Ma- 
compiainant. gistrate may order the complainant to pay 

such amount for costs and compensation as he may think reasonable. 
In defililt of payment of any such amount^ the same may be leWed 
by distress and sale of the property of the person ordered to pay the 
same. 

V. If any person from and after the 4th day of April 1860, shall 

by Violence^ threats, or otherwise intimi* 

Penalty for intimidation Ac ^ x • -l- -j . .i 

date or attempt to intimidate any other 
person who shall have entered into any such agreement as aforesaid^ 
with the intention of inducing such person to break the conJitions 
thereof, he shall, on conviction before the Magistrate, be liable to a 
sentence of imprisonment with or without labor for a period not exceeding 
six months, or to a fine not exceeding two hundred Rupees, or to both, 
such fine being commutable, if not paid, to a further period of imprison- 
ment not exceeding six months. 

VI. If any person shall maliciously destroy or damage, or if any 

person shall mayciously command, com- 

ing^tS'-'''''^*"^^''''^""'*" P^'* ""S persuade any other person to 

destroy or damage any growing crop of 

Indigo, he shall, on conviction before a Magistrate, be liable to be sen- 
tenced to imprisonment with or without labor for a period not exceeding 
six months or to a fine not exceeding two hundred Rupees, or to both, 
such fine being commutable, if not paid to a further period of imprison- 
ment not exceeding six montlis. 
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No Appeal. 



VIL No appeal shall lie from the de- 
cision of a Magistrate under tliis Act. 

VIII. TRe power of a Magistrate under this Act may be exercised 

by any person vested with the full powers 

^ * of a Magistrate, and by any Assistant 

Magistrate or Deputy Magistrate specially empowered on that behalf by 
the local Government. 

IX. A decision of a Magistrate shall be a bar to any further pro- 

ceeding for the same breach of agreement. 
unKif aI'T^''" ""' Mti.tr.te jj^ decision under this Act shall have 

any force or effect in regard to anything^ 
not to be performed during the current season. 

X. This Act shall have effect from and after the 4th day of April 

• I860, and shall not extend beyond the 

Dorationand territorial scope of Act rn -. • i- i ▼. 

lemtones subject to the Lieutenant- 
Governor of Bengal. And no complaint or prosecution shall be enter- 
• , , 9, tained under this Act, unless jroferred 

within six months from the date aforesaid 
XL All orders made or acts done before the 4th day of April 1860, 

which would have been lawful if the Bill 
^^Cjrtain post orders decUred ^ ^ ^f^^^^ ^j^^ fulfilment of Indigo Con- 
tracts," as read a second time on the 24th 
day of March 1860 had then become law, are hereby declared to be 
• valid. And afll Magistrates and other 

Public Officers are hereby indemnified for 
any acts done before the said 4th day of April 1860, which would have 
been justifiable under the said Bill if the same had <become law on the 
said 24th day of March 1860. 
XII. The Lieutenant-Gk>vemor of Bengal shafl, as soon *as conveni- 
ently may be, issue a Commission to such 
Appointment of Comaussion of ^^ ^ ^j^^ ^^ Lieutenant-Governor 

enquiry. ^ 

shall think fit, for the purpose of enquir- 
ing into and reporting on the system and practice of Indigo planting in 
Bengal aud tha relations between the Indigo Planter and the Ryots and 
holders of land in Bengal aforesaid. The said Commissioners shall fully 
enquire into the matters aforesaid, and shall as soon as they conveniently 
•can, report to the Lieutenant-Governor the result of their enquiries, and 
shall in their report or reports suggest sucb alterations, if any, tis may 
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in their opinion be beneficially made in the law relating to the system 
and practice and the relations aforesaid , 

XIII. In case of the death or resignation of any of the said Com* 

missioners, or of any of them becoming nn- 
tbJ'^mmLo'rr*'" "' •"' "' aWe or refusing to act, it shall be hy^M 

for the other Commissioners or Commis- 
sioner to act alone, and all the powers by this Act given to Commission- 
ers shall and may be exercised by the continuing Commissioners or Com- 
missioner alone, but only until such vacancy can be filled up. It shall be 
lawful for the said Lieutenant-Governor from time to time^ and he shall as 
^oon as conveniently may be^ without issuing a new Commission appoin^; 
some other person or persons to act as a Commissioner or Commission* 
ers jointly with tife continuing Commissioners or Commissioner, and 
in such case all tlie powers conferred by this Act shall and may be 
exercised by the said newly lippointed Commissioner or Commissioners 
jointly #rith the continuing Commissioner or Commissionefs. 

XIV. It shall be lawful for the Commissioners aforesaid, by a sum- 

. . mens under the hand of any one of them> 

Attendence of witnesfles. , "^ 

to require the attendance before them, at 
a time and place to be mentioned: in such summons, of any person or 
persons whomsoever, residing or being within the Lieutenant-Governor- 
ship of Bengal, whose evidence shall in the judgment of the Commis- 
sioners aforesaid be material to any of the matters of the enquiry r.fore- 
said, and to require the person or persons so summoned to bring and 
' produce before them all such books, papers, deeds, and writings as to 
them the said Con^nissioners shall appear necessary for arriving at the 
truth of the matters directed to be enquired into by the said Commis- 
sioners, all ^Itich persons shall accordingly attend before the said Com- 
missioners, and shall produce such books, papers, deeds, and writings 
as shall be required of th#m and shall be in their custody and control or 

in the custody &d control of any one 
of them* according to the tenor of the 
summons. Provided always thjit no person shall be compsUed to attend 
before tfie sand Commissioners or to give his evidence at a greater dis- 
tance than fifty miles from the place where such person shall be residing, 

XV. It shall be lawful for the Commissioners aforesaid, or one of 

• them, to administer an oath, or in the 

or^'iraom ""^ "^'""^ '''' "^ ^^« «f Persons a"<>w^ l>y la^ ^ make 

affirmation instead of taking an oath, an 
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affirmation in such form as to them the said Commissioner shall seem fit^ 
to all persons.who shall be examined before them touching the matters 

to be enquired into by them as aforesaid- 

Proviso* 

Provided that nothing herein contained 

shall render it necessary for the said Commissioners to take evidence 

upon oath or affirmation unless* they shall think fit or expedient so to do. 

XVL If any person^ upon whom any such summons shall be served 

by the delivery thereof to him or by the 
^Witnesses neglecting to mttcnd leaving thereof at his usual place of abode, 

being a person living within fifty miles 
of the place at which he shall be required to attend, without reasonable 
cause (to be allowed by the Commissioners aforesaid) fail to appear before 
them at the time ^nd place mentioned in the summons, or shall refuse 
to be sworn or to make affirmation (as the case may be) or shall not 
make answer to such questions as shall be pOt to him touching the mat- 
ters directed or which may hereafter be directed, to be enquired into by 
the Commissioners aforesaid, or shall refuse or fail without reason- 
able cause (to be allowed by the Commissioners aforesaid to pro- 
duce and show to the said Commissioners any such paper, book, 
deed, or writing being in his ^ssession or under his control as 
to the Commissioners aforesaid shall appear necessary for arriving 
at the truth of the matters to be enquired into by them, the Com- 
missioners aforesaid, shall have the same po^\^rs in all respects touch- 
ing any such person so failing to appear or refusing to be swora 
or to make affirmation, or not answering such questions as shall be 
put to him or refusing to produce and show any such book, paper 
deed, or writing as aforesaid, as the principal Court of original Civil 
jurisdiction within the limits of which the said person shat! be residinc;:, 
may by law exercise against any person for making default of appear- 
ance, or for refusing to be sworn or to give evidence on any issue joined 
in any action pending in- such Court. 

-*' XVII. Weuever a summons is issued for the attendance of a witness 

under this Act, the Commissioners may 

if they thmk fit, order such witpess to 

receive from the Collector such travelling and other expences as he 

> would have been entitled to receive had he been summoned to appear 

and give evidence in the principal Court of original Civil jurisdiction in 

tlie District. 
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XVIII. Every person who upon examination upon oath or affirma- 
tion before the Commissioners aforesaid. 

Punishment for false eTidence. .i/» n 

shall wilfully give false evidence^ shall be 
liable to the punishment of perjury. ^ , 

M. Wyllb, 
Clerk of the Council. 



From A. R. Touno, Esq., Secretary to the Govemroent of Bengal, to the Com- 
missioners of Nuddea and Sajshahye, (dated Fort William, the 4th April 
1860.) 

Sib, 

The Bill " to enforce the fulfilment of Indigo contracts and to 
provide for the appointmejit of a Commission of Inquiry," as read a 
third time, and passed in the Legislative Council on Saturday last, differs 
in some respect from that read the first and second time, in regard to 
which general instructions were conveyed to you in my letters Nos. 1273 
and 1290, dated the 27th and 28th ultimo respectively. 

2. It is necessary therefore that the state of the Law, as it will now 
stand when the anticipated assent of His Excellency the Governor Gene- 
ral is given to it, so far as it affects the Ryots, should be very carefully 
explained to them, in the same manner that the provisions of the Bill in 
its former state were explained to them. 

3. The following are the most important changes made : — 

4. The summary and exceptional process available by this Law may 
be applied to the wKole matter of aay agreement to cultivate Indigo dur- 
ing the pre^^t seasoiv, for which any advance in cash has been received, 
instead of being restricted to so much of it as was made in consideration 
of the advance in cash ; and there is no maximum to which the damages 
assessable by the Magisftate are restricted in proportion to the amount of 
cash advance received. Moreover the Magistrate may now decree spe- 
cific performance : he may decree costs and compensation against a com- 
plainant failing to prove his case : and his decision bars all further pro- 
ceedings in the matter of the contract in question. The provision that 
there shall be no appeal from the Magistrate's order remains as it wa? 
before it was proposed to give him these extended powers. These changes 
add materially to the responsibilities of the Officers vested with Magis- 
terial powers under the Act; and they make it more then ever impera- 
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tive on those Officers to give their utmost attention to the equitable prin- 
ciples it will fall to them to apply, and to the careful ascertainment of 
the facts whenever there maybe any dispute of facts regarding the nature 
as Will ^ regarding the existence of an agreement such as is provided for. 
On. this point, I am directed to request that attention may again be direct- 
ed to the remark made in paragraph 4 of my letter of the 28th ultimo, 
No. 1290. 

5. The special provison in Section III. of the Act will point the 
Magistrate's attention to the general^ principle, that fraud and force and 
unlawful intimidation vitiate agreements. 

6. As the Legislature allows no appeal from the decisions of Officers 
vested with powers under this Act, it becomes doubly incumbent 
on Commissioners to keep themselves constantly informed of the manner 
in which these Officers discharge the very difficult and responsible duty 
now imposed upon them, and of the principles by which they are guided 
in their decisions. These powers, and the opportunity of acting upon 
them, must not be retained for a day in the hands of any Officer who 
may show himself not competent to exercise them in such a manner as to 
do full and substantial justice to all parties. 

7. The Act will have effisct from this date ; but imder Section XI. 
public Officers are indemnified from any acts done before the 4th instant, 
which would have been justifiable under the Bill as read on the 24t]i 
ultimo.* • 

8. One hundred copies of the Act in Bengallee are herewith forward- 
ed to you, and should be circulated. 






From^ABOo Isshr Chundbb Singb, Honomry Secretary Britiih Indian ARSocia- 
tioD, to the Secretary to the Goyemment of Bengal, — (dated the 22nd March 
1860.) , 

Sir, 

I AM directed by the Committee of the British Indian Association 

to request the favor of your lajring before His Honor the Lieutenant- 
Governor of Bengal, for his consideration and orders, the accompanying 
Petition of the Committee, prajring for a Commission of Inquiry into the 
cultivation of Indigo in Lower Bengal. 

To theHon*blc J. P. Gsakt, Lieutenant Governor of ^ngal. 

The humble petition of the British Indian 

Association. 
Showeth, ^ 

That your Petitioners have viewed with much concern the 

contest which has sprung up within the last few months between the 

Ryots and Planters, engaged in the cultivation and manufactig'e of 

Indigo in Kishnaghur and other Districts in Lower Bengal. 

The contest has within the last few weeks assumed a serious aspect, 
and things have approached to a crisis which is much to be lamented,, 
though your Petitioners have good 'reasons to believe that the accounts 
published in.ti^ newspapers are greatly exaggerated, and they have not 
been surprised to perceive such to be the case from the report of the 
Commissioner of the Nuddea Division. 

Your Petitioners cannot view the contest in ^y other light than as a 
natural struggle between labor and capi^ and as such, its settlement, the;^ 
are of i>pinion, ought to be left to the operation of economical Laws 
iminterfered with by the Government or Legislature on any side. 

But circumstances have arisen, your Petitioners regret to state, which 
call for the interference of the Authorities. Both parties have appealed 
to the Government for intercession and aid, and both are loud in 
declaring the truth and justice to be on their side. Further, it has been 
declared on behalf of Indigo Planters, that inaction on the part of 
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Government may lead them *' to take the Law into their own hands" and 
it haS even be<wi circumstantially stated that " Planters (at Kishnaghur) 
are engaging Sailors in Calcutta as a preliminary measure against such 
a contingency. As a confirmation to the above, your Petitioners observe 
certain Indigo Planters of Eashnaghur stating in an official letter of theirs 
to the Secretary to their Association at Calcutta, that failing a^ntion 
from Government, " we must endeavour to do what is best tor our- 
selves.*' This, if true, indicates a state of things fraught with danger to 
the peace of the District, and requiret* in the judgment of your Petitioners 
the prompt attention of Government. 

Yoiur Petitioners do not pretend to judge between the two contending 
parties, and emphatically disavow hostility to either. They however 
feel persuaded that the question is surrounded by such difficulties, by 
reason of the strong personal interests involved in it of both the parties, 
that without a public and efficient inquiry it will be hopeless, your Peti- 
tioi^ars believe^ for Government as well as the public at large to arrive 
at a correct and impartial solution in regard to it. 

There are two subjects connected with the cultivation of Indigo, which 
your Petitioners think above all others particularly call for this inquiry. 
Your Honor is aware that among wother things the loudest complaints 
have been made by the Ryots, whether with justice or not your Peti- 
tioners do not feel competent to decide, against the low rates of remune- 
ratioi^ compared to other articles of cultivatioi^ of Kice given for the cul- 
tivation of the Indigo plant, and the system of advances in vogue in the 
Indigo Factories of Lower Bengal. 

In 1856, your Petitioners, in common with the estimable and philan- 
thropic body of Protestant Missionaries of Bengal, prayed of .^he Go- 
vernment for a Commission of Inquiry of the kind referred to above. 
In the present prayer, however, they feel it a particular pleasure to be 
able to state that they have the concurrence of the European Planters 
immediately interested ia the cultivation of Indigo, who in their recent 
jTetition to your Honor have openly " courted the fullest inquiries." 

A Commission of Inquiry of the kind prayed for has long be«n desi- 
derated. Whether as regards die interests of the Planters or those of 
the Ryots, ,a searching, patient, and unbiassed inquiry has been held 
• to be the only means by which a true solution of this intricate and 
important question can be discovered, and the real character of the facts 
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• 

SO vehemently disputed on both sides established. It is believed to be 
the sole means which will above all settle the position of, the Ryot^ who 
has been unceasing in his complaints, and clear up the future of British 
enterprise in the Interior ; the fusion of which with Native caoital and 
industry is justly considered to be the main security for the progress of 
the country in material prosperity. 

Your Petitioners have observed with regret that it has been recom- 
mended to your Honor to bring " special legislation" to bear upon 
British enterprise in the Mofussilliy way of encouragement. Much as 
your Petitioners value British enterprise in India ; much as they hope 
for the introduction of British capital, energy, and skill into this land 
as the pioneer of progress ; much as they look to European science and 
its application for the development of the inexhaustiWe resources of this 
country, they woidd reckon it as humiliating as discreditable to British 
settlers, and unfortunate for the people, if those excellent advantages, 
which cannot be undervalued without gross positive injustice, could not be 
obtained without the aid of *' special legislation." 

Your Petitioners would therefore pray that your 
Honor may be pleased to consider the propriety of 
issuing a Commission of Inquiry, consisting of such a 
nimiber of persons as your Honor may deem fit, into 
the 'cultivation of Indigo in Lower Ben^l, with 
special reference to the rates of remuneration and the 
system of advances connected therewith. 



And your Petitioners, as in duty bound, shall ever pray. 



• • 



From A. R. Youm a, E8<^, Secretary to ^e Goveminent of Bengal, to the Honorary 
Secretary to the British Indian Association,— (No. 1540, dated the 5th 
April 1860). 

Sir, ' 

In reply to your letter of the 22nd idtimo, I am directed to 
refer you to the Act *'fo enforce the fulfilment of Indigo contracts 
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and to provide for the appointment of a Commisson of Inquiry," which 
was passed by. the Legislative Council on Saturday last. 



From A. B. Young, Esq , Secretary to the Government of Bengal, to the Offi- 
ciating Secretary to the Indigo Planters' Association, — (No. 1539, dated the 
5thAprill860.) 

Sir, 

In continuation of my letter to your address of the 22nd 
ultimo, I am directed to refer you to the Act " to enforce the fulfilment 
of Indigo contracts, and to provide for the appointment of a Commis- 
sion of Inquiry," which was passed by the Legislative Council on 
Saturday last, whicli the Lieutenant-Governor trusts will meet the objects 
of the Association. 



From A. Forbes, Esq., Officiating Secretary, Indigo Planters' Association, to 
A. R. Young, Esq., Secretary to the Grovemment of Bengal, — (dated Calcutta, 
lOth April 1860.) 

Sir, • 

I HAVE the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 
No. 1539, dated the 5th instant. 

I am greeted by the Central Comjnittee of the Ijidigo Planters' Associa- 
tion to express their thanks for the Law to enforce the fulfilment of 
Indigo contracts, and to state that they hail with much satisfaction the 
provision made in that Act for the appointment of^a Commission of 
Inquiry into the relations between Indigo Planters and the cidtivatora ^ 
the soil, and to express a hope, on the part of the Association^ that the 
appointment of the Commission shall not belong delayed. If the Com- 
mission commence its inquiries inmiediately after the present sowing 
season, it is to be hoped thai its labors might be completed before Octo- 
ber Bext, when the sowings and arrangements for the next season must 
commence. Enough would be then known at least to set at rest the 
question whether Indigo Planting, as ccmducted at present, is to be per- 
mitted by Law to continue, or whether the Government intends to inter- 
fere to any considerable extent between the Planter and the cultivator, 
and arrangements might be made, modified according to the extent of 
such interference, for the cultivation of Indigo for the next season. 
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From A Gbotb, Esq., Commissioner of the Nuddea Diyision, to the Secretary to 
the Government of Bengal, Fort William,— (No. 98Ct., dated Alipoi^ the 
16th April i860.) 

Sir, • • 

I B EG to lay before Oovernment an original reference from 
tlie Magistrate of Nuddea^ dated 13th instant, with its enclosures. As 
I had previously sent to the Legal Remembrancer for copies of tiie 
Jessore Magistrate's letter^ I beg to append it also and its enclosures. 

2. Not concurring in Mr. Beaufort's view of the Law, I had drawn 
up the accompanying note which I had intended to submit for the 
approval of His Honor the Lieutenant-Governor. 

3. It will be seen that I support generally Mr. I^erscheFs opinion ; 
and if I remember rightly, what was said by the Right Hon*ble James 
Wilson, when he moved the amendment of the 2nd Section of the Bill, 
on a construction of the Law, is that which was intended to be put on it. 

4. I request the return of the original enclosures. 



From W. J. Hbbschbl, Esq., Offioiatiiig Magistrate of Nnddea, to the Commis- 
sioner of Circuit, Nuddea Division,— (No. lOJCt. dated Nuddea, the 13th 
April I860.; 

Sir, 

I HAVE the honor to enclose copy of a letter received from the 
I^gal Remembrancer on a referencegmade to him by the Matiistrate of 
3et0r^ and myself, putting certain questions to him as to the meaning 
of the new fncfigo Bill. 

2. I have no copy of the letter that went to him nor of the ques- 
tions put. But I think J am stating them fairly tiius. 

Quesiion 1. — A Ryot having taken cash advice upon agreement to 
cultivate for a specific number of yetft^s including the current season, 
does the wording of the Law admit of the case being adjudicated by 
the Magistrate? 

On this we agreed, that the Law applied to such a case. 

Question 2. — A Ryot having taken advance in some former year to 
sow Indigo, but withonMisii\g any specific limit to the number of years 
for which the agreement was to hold, can the Magistrate order him. to 
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SOW tin's year on any ground but one^ viz., that by receipt of a casli ad- 
vance this season the Ryot has confirmed the contract ? 

It appeared to me that he could not The Magistrate of Jessore con- 
sidered (as I understand him) that any act of the Ryots which proved 
his consent to the continuance of the contract gave force to the Law 
against him provided he received cash originally. 

3. As in a meeting of six Magisterial Officers we were equally 
divided in this pointy we decided on referring the matter to the Legal 
Remembrancer for his opinion. • 

4. His reply has been received, but it appears to me so difficult of 
adoption that I mu9t beg for a more distinct statement of the meaning 
of the Law from higher authority. 

5. I know not whether it is quite proper of me to put forward 
arguments opposed to the view of tlie Legal Remembrancer, but as con- 
cisely as may be, I venture to state the grounds on which I adopted my 
own view, and^to shew why I still think them intact. 

6. The terms of the Law are — If any Ryot " has received a cash 
advance upon his agreement to cultivate Indigo plant during the season 
now current" the Magistrate shally if it be still feasible, order him to 
sow and shall fix an equitable sum* as damages for failing to comply 
with the order. 

7. It appears to me that the Magistrate has no option on the case 
thus put to dech'ne giving the order to sow. • 

His functions as Judge in equity commence when he assesses the 
penalty for a refusal to comply with the order. If the Ryot agreed to 
sow this year, and took cash advance oh that agreement, an order to sow 
must follow. The order may bo a harsh one (as in the case « put bji|i^e 
Legal Remembrancer of a ten years' agreement on conditIbn*s obviously 
unprofitable to the Ryot) but the penalty in such a case is at the 
Magistrate's discretion. ^ 

8. The case of a ten years' agreement is herein precisely similar to 
tSat of an agreement for this year*onIy. The order to sow must issue 
on an agreement clenched by cash. It may be as harsh an order as in 
the other case. But the penalty for refusal depends on the equitable 
nature of the contract. 

* 9. But the Legal Remembrancer proceeding on the principles of 
Civil Law and putting out of sight the cripinaltend exceptional nature 
of (he present Law, argues that in the case of a ten years' agreement, 
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unprufi table to the Ryot^ no order to sow should issue unless the Planter 
can |>rove that he has given other advantages which supplj the*|[nac6 
of the customarj renewed advance. 

10. Tliis argument, it seems to me, tends to assimilate the case of an 
agreement for a specific term witii that of an agreement unlimited in 
time. It tends^ by denying the literal interpretation of the law in tlie 
former case where it reads in favour of one of the parties^ to admit of a 
liberal interpretation of it in his favour in the latter where it reads 
against him. It makes the entii;a question one of pure equity in 
both cases. 

Yet I confess I cannot see how a specific contract to sow during a 
specific term, which includes this particular season^ and which was 
clenched by cash when made, can be put out of the pale of the Law^ 
nor how a contract which does not specify this particular season can be 
brought within it. If the latter have been renewed by any means^ 
specially with regard to this season, it becomes a new contract to sow 
this season, and it only remains for the Magistrate in compliance with 
the terms of the law to call for proof that a cash advance was givea 
^not upon some previous, but) vpon this recent agreement. 

1 1. The Legal Remembrancer ejds his letter by sayings 

" But if the agreement had reference only to last season, it would nof^ 
I apprehend, be held valid in the current season without an express re« 
newal by the parties concerned." 

W hat is an express renewal ? It appears to me that the terms of tl\9 
Law are' inflexibly accurate. The receipt of cash advance is the only 
expression to which we criminal authorities are allowed to listen. 

12.^ In adopting and adhering to*this view, it is quite possible that 
som cases {^f injustice to the Planter may occur, such as that of a Ryof^ 
having altogether evaded his contract last season. He probably ought 
to sow this year. But while the words of the Law continue £s at pre* 
sent, I cannot, turn if as I inay, consider u^*self responsible for such 
injustice. • 
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From K W. Mqlont, Esq., Officiating Magistrate of Jessore, to the Superia- 
teident of^ Legal Affairs, Fort William,— (Dated Damoorhooda, 7tL April 
1860.) 

I HAVE the honor to Bubmit the enclosed Memoranda of the 
Mr.KW. Molony, Offg.MagU- Construction placed upon the Indigo Bill, 

'"M^.'w'r Hers^^^^^ Offg. Ma- ^^ '^'^ ^^^''' (^^ P^^ "^^'^^^^^ ''^' ^'^^^ 
gistrate of Nuddea. Severally signed them and shall be much 

Mr. C. B. Skiuner. Joint Maris- i i* *i i o . , 

trate. Obliged by your lavonng us with your 

tra^e! ^' ^' ^''^''*'' '^°^' ^"^" ^P»"^" "« ^^ ^^J^c'^ ^» ^^« Correct view. 

Mr. A T. Maclean, Joint Magis- 2. I have been requested to refer this 

trate. , , , ^ 

Mr. C. G. D. Betts^Deputy Ma- question as it is very desirable that the 

same construction may be placed on the 
Law by all Officers concerned in the administration thereof. 

3. Be pleased to favor me with your opinion as early as possible, 
sending a copy of the same to the address of the Officiating Magistrate 
of Nuddea. 

4. Please to address an answer to me, Damoorhooda^ via,, Niscliindi- 
pore. « 

Memo. 

Ist^ I hold, that the terms of the law admit of a Mat^istrate's taking 
bp a case under the Indigo Bill, no matter in what year the cash advance 
was made, provided the agreement was for a specified and limited number 
of years and included the present season. 

2nd, I hold that a Ryot having received cash advance last year with- 
out having fixed anj term to the continuance of the contrac^t^'pr expressly 
or impliedly agreed with reference to such advance to cultivate this 
year, cannot be ordered to sow this year unless by the receipt of a 
Second cash advance thj^ season he has confiAued and continued tho 
contract. 

W. J. Hekschel, 
Officiating Magistrate. 



I agree with the above opinion. 

G. Tati^or, 

Assistant Maijistrate. 
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As I am of opinion that to make me to receive a case under the Law 
cash must have been received this season^ I disagree with the first ^ the 
above minutes. 

(Signed) A. T. Maclean.* 



I agree with Mr. Herschel in the view he has taken of the Indigo 
Law being applicable to unexpired agreements to cultivate Indigo for a 
specified term of years tahenever the advance may have been made. 

I am also of opinion that it will apply to cases in which the evidence 
shows the agreement was intended to extend to the present season though 
no term is specified where there may have originally been a cash advance 
not paid off, and where the Ryots may have by any act admitted that thQ 
agreement is still in force even though no fresh cash advance may have 
been made to him this season. * 

E. W. MOLONT. 



I agree entirely with Mr. Molony's view. 

C. B. Skinneb. 



I agree n^ith Mr. Molony's constructions of the Bill. 



A. G. D. B£TTs. 



From F. Bsaufobt, Esq., Superintendenf and Bemembrancer of Legal Afiaira, to 
the Officiating Magistrate of Jessore,— (No. 524, Fort William, dated the 10th 
April I860.; 

SiK, 

I HAVE the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 

of the Vtli instant, regarding the bill to enforce the fulfilment of Indigo 
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^ntracts which was read a tliird lime in the Legislative Council on the 
Slst^timo. 

2. Under Sections 1 and 9 of the bill you require an ogreeraent to 
cultiraie Indigo plant during the season now current, and a cash advance 
made upon that agreement. On these conditions you have jurisdiction. 
But if the terms of the agreement do not embrace the current season, or 
if no cash advance has been made on that agreement, you cannot 
interfere. 

3. There is nothing in the bill which requires that the agreement 
should specify a limited number of years, and therefore I think that Mr- 
Herschf I is in error when he makes it essential that the agreement should 
be for a specified and limited number of years. But doubtless some con- 
sideration of the time involved is requisite. The law is professedly 
temporary ; and a summary power has been given to you for a specified 
purpose. In tlw exercise of that power you are bound by Section 3 to 
regard the considerations of equity ; and where the agreement does not 
involve fair reciprocal obligation, as judged by local custom, it should 
not be enforced, although the bare terms of the law are strictly applica- 
ble to it. Consequently, if the agreement stipulates for the cultivation 
of land for a long period of years, or in perpetuity, without a cash ad- 
vance, which can equitably be presumed to have afforded advantage to the 
Ryot during the current season, I am of opinion that it ought not to be 
enforced. As for instance, I would not apply the law to the possible case 
of a Ryot contracting to cultivate ten beegahs with Indigo for ten years 
on one advance of twenty Rupees, which has not been renewed, ^unless 
the Planter could show that the Ryot had received correspo^idlng benefits 
in some other woy, which would supply the place of the customary re- 
newed advance. In the case of agreements not Renewed for the current 
reason, I think that you sTiould see whether the advances, either made 
in cash or brought forward in the* account, have been marked off or 
not and that no contract should be enforced in the fulfilment of 
which the Ryot has discharged the obligations represented by the ad- 
vances. And in this view, you will observe, it is not required that the 
agreement should specify a fixed number of years. 

4. Ou the second point to \\ hich your letter refers, I observe that 
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nothing !s said in the law about an advance made in the current season 
and consequently that Mr. Herschel's construction of it is, as it se«Ris to 
Die incorrect ; yon cannot I think restrict the administration of tlio law to 
those cases in which the actual fact of payments in the current v^r is 
proved, to the exclusion of cases in winch the contract regards the culti- 
vation of tlie current season, and in which an advance has been made on 
that contract. In the enforcement of the law for this season regard 
ought to be had specially to the custom which has held in the Concern ; 
and that will usually shew whether the contract, on which an advance 
was made in a previous year, is applicable to tlie current season. It is 

easy to conceive cases in which the Ryot could not have fairly asked for 
renewed advance this season, as for instance where he evaded the obli- 
gation of last year and consented instead to hold the agreement good for 
the current season. But if the agreement had reference only to last 
season, it would not, I apprehend, be held valid in the current season 
without an express renewal by the parties concerned* • 



Copy forwarded to Magistrate of Nuddea for his information, at the 
request of the Magistrate of Jessor%. 



Note by Commissioner. 

1. There must be in ihe first place an agreement to cultivate plant 
during the season now current The contract may be a written and 
producible one, in which case if proved to be genuine and to have been 
fairly entered into,* the Magistrate^will have jurisdiction on finding that 
a casTi advance was made at the time of its execution^ and that the Ryot 
is still bound by its conditions to supply plant. 

2. If the contract when produced does not show conclusively that its 
conditions are binding t^n the Ryot for the current year, the Planter must 
show that its conditions have become^so binding by the acceptance on tke 
Ryot*3 part of a further advance this year. 

3. If the contract be not a written and producible one, and the Ryots 
deny that any such has ever been made for the season now current, then 
the Planter must prove that the oral agreement has been actually madd 
or has. been understood to be made by the Ryots* acceptance of a cash 
payment for the current year. 
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A. Mr. Forlong sues on a 7 years' term agreement which he produces^ 
^ . His books show that there are 3 years yet to run, and 

Illustrations. • . ^ 

tliat an advance was made to defendant at the time of 
execution. Magistrate may order specific performance. 

B. In another case he files an agreement which contains no specific 

term and leaves the question doubtful as to whether it was intended to 

bind the Ryot beyond the year in which it was entered into and in which 

the advance was made. Defendant admits that he received advance on it 

and that he is in balance to the factory, but denies that it binds him for 

this year. The question raised here is beyond the jurisdiction of the 

special Court. 

A. Gbote, Commissioner. 



From A. E. Young, Esq., Secretary to the Government of Bengal, to the Advocate 

General.— (No. 1809, dated 19th April 1860.) 

SiB, « 

I am directed to forward to you the accompanying com- 
munication in ori«iinal from the Commissioner 

No. 98Ct.of 16 Inst, with 8 ^ ^t , , ^ ,*. /. i t>.ii 

ends. or JNuddea on the subject of the liill to en- 

force tlie fulfilment of Indigo contracts, and to 
request that you will have the goodness to favor the Lieutenant-Gover- 
nor with a legal opinion thereon, such as may be circulated amongst the 
officers^ employed in carrying out the provis^pns of the Bill for their 
guidance. 

2, The return of the original papers with your reply is requested. 



From W. Eitchte, Esq., Advocate General to A. R. Yoitno, Esq. Secre^ry to 
the Government of Bengal. — (Calcutta, 2lBt April 1860 \ \ 

Sir, 

I HAVE the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter. No. 
1809, dated the 19th Instant, and in reply to forward the accompanying 
opinion upon the points therein refecred to. 

I return the original enclosures. 

Opinion. 

In order to give the Magistrate jurisdiction under Act No. XL of 
1*860, there must be proved an agreement to cultivate Indigo plant du- 
ring the present season, and an advance in pash upon that agreement. 
But J am of opinion th^it is immaterial fo]r the purpose of giving juriA- 
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diction, when the ai:;reement was entered into : — or whether it is on© 
applicable to the present season only, or to several seasons ; or whether 
it is proposed to establish it by a written instrument, expressly extend- 
ing to the cultivation of the present season, or by a written instrument 
expressly extending to a past season only, coupled with proof of a* re- 
newal of such agreement on the same or varied terms for the present 
season ; or by purely oral testimony. And so as to the advances ; I 
think that for the purpose of giving jurisdiction, it is immaterial when 
the advance was made ; or whether it was part of the original agree- 
ment that it should be made or not, provided the cash was paid upon the 
footing of, and with reference to an agreement (written or verbal 
express or to be implied from the acts of the parties or the usual custom 
in the District or all the circumstances of the case) that plant should be 
cultivated during the present season. 

2. The advances referred to in the accompanying papers may appa- 
rently be ranged under three heads: — 

1st Advances made expressly for the present season. 
As to these no question can arise, as they clearly bring the case within 
the jurisdiction of the Magistrate. 

2nd, Advances made during a ^previous season, but upon entering 
into an agreement to cultivate, extending to the present season, and made 
generally in respect of the entire agreement or expressly in respect of 
certain seasons including the present one. 

Here also the Magistrate will have jurisdiction, and his jurisdiction 
will not be taken away by the circumstance that the advances thus made 
generally upon the agreement have just been worked out by the Ryot so 
as to leave him nothing in hand applicable to the present season after 
paying hinj%elf in full for the last season. 

3rrf. * Advances made during a previous season, but after the agree- 
ment was entered into, and not made in respect of the agreement gene- 
rally, or of the cultivatfon of the present seasoij, but expressly on account 
of the cultivation of the season in which they were made. . 

Here, unless a fresh advance has been made for this season, there will 
be no jurisdiction, even though the advance for the prior seasons have 
not been worked out, and a balance remains in the Ryot's hand. 

3. It is, of course, impossible to lay down any rule beforehand which 
shall be exactly applicable to the great variety of cases that may arise 
tinder the Act But the principles above stated may, I think, be taken as 
the tests by which the Magistrate should ascerliin whether a case^does 
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or not fall within the Act; and the following; illustrations may further 
serv^lo show Jiow they may be applied : — 

Cask 1. — An agreement is entered into in 1859 to cultivate Indigo for 
two seasons, viz. 1859 and 1860. A cash advance is paid at the time, 
generally on account of the entire agreement Whether such cash 
advance has been worked off in the season 1859 or not, the Magistrate 
has jurisdiction. 

Cask 2. — Upon a similar agreement, no cash is paid at the time. But 
a month afterwards the Ryot asks for and receives an advance specifi* 
cally for the season 1859, without any reference to any subsequent sea* 
son ; whether such advance has been worked off or not, the Magistrate 
has no jurisdiction unless some further advance has been made. 

Casr 3. — Upon a similar agreement, no cash has been paid at the time 
But a month afterwards the Ryot asks for and receives an advance gene.- 
cally for the purposes of cultivating under the agreement, or specifi- 
cally for the season of 1859, but with a promise though a verbal one^ 
that if any balance remains over the surplus shall be applied to the 
season I860. Whether the advance of 1859 has been worked out or 
not the Magistrate will have jurisdiction. 

Case 4. — A Ryot takes advance i^ a former year to cultivate Indigo 
without fixing any specific limit to the number of years for which the 
agreement is to hold. He afterwards expressly though verbaHy agrees 
to cultivate for the present season but receives no further cash advance. 

This is the second case put by Mr. Herschel in his letter of 13th instant 

Here the Magistrate will primd/ccie have no jurisdiction, even though 
the advance for the first year has not been worked out For prim A 
facie an agreement to cultivate mt^t be deemed to be for the current 
season only. But if the plaintiff can shew that by the custom of the 
district or other circumstances, an agreement to cultivate does really 
extend to a certain number of years which would include the present 
one, the case must be determined according t6 the character of the 
advances as in cases 1 and 2. 

Casb 5. — In the case put by Mr. Beaufort of a Ryot contracting t<^ 
cultivate 10 biggahs with Indigo for ten years on one advance of Ru- 
pees 20, which had not been renewed, the liability of the Ryot ought not 
to depend, as Mr. Beaufort suggests, upon the Planter being able to show 
that the Ryot had received corresponding benefits some other way, sup- 
posing there to be a legal consideration to support the agreemenl as an 
advance however small will be, and supposing the terms not to be so 
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one-Sided as to lead to the inference of fraad or Intimidation (in which 
case the complaint will be dismissed under Section 2^) the case must turn 
upon the same question as the other cases 1^ 2, and 3, viz. whether there 
was an advance upon the agreement for the present season. If the 
advance was general, or was by an express agreement made ap^cable 
to the present season, the Magistrate would have jurisdiction in the 
case. Whereas if the advance was made subsequently to the agreement 
and was specially limited to the agreement to cultivate for the first year, 
or any year before the present one he would not have such jurisdiction, 

I quite concur in the remarks made in Mr. Herschel's letter of the 
13th instant, paragraphs 6 to 10, upon this part of Mr. Beaufort's 
letter paragraph 3. 

Case 6. — An advance is proved to have been made in cash specially 
for the cultivation of a former season. 

The Planter makes no fresh advance for the present season but makes 
a remission of an old debt, or an allowance of rents in accounts in lieu 
of a cash advance to the present season. 

Assuming the past advance not to be applicable to the present season 
the subsequent remission, allowance in accounts or set off will not con« 
stitute a cash advance so as to give jurisdiction under the Act 

4. With respect to Mr. Herschel's Memorandum, I think that 

*(1.) •^ nold that the terms of the law admit of a Ma- ^^ his first paragraph 

gistrate's taking up a case under the Indigo Bill, no matter •/•! \ ▲!. f * * * 

in what year the cash advance was made, provided the vljtne restriction asto 

agreement included the pre^nt season- ^^ agreement being 

for a specified and limited number of years is too strict and should 
be omitted. And that in paragraph 2, after the words '^ a Ryot 
having reqieived cash advance last year without having fixed any 
term to th6 continuance of the contract" the words '^ or ex- 

tr2.) I hold that a Ryot having received cash advance pressly or impliedly 
last year without having fixed any t^m to the continuance ^ ^gj ^J^h reference 
of the contract \ur expresafy or trnpltedty agreed wttk refer" "^ 

ence to sueh advance to cultivate tkia year,"] cannot be ordeA Iq such advance tO cul- 
ed to sow this year unless by the receipt of a^ second cash 
advance this ^season he has confirmed and continued the 
contract. 



tivate this year" t(2) 
should be inserted. 



{(3.) I am also of opinion that it will apply to cases in 
which [^ihe evidence shows the agreement was intended to ex- J^. ^_ Molonv's 

tend to the present season, though"] no term is specified where * ^ 

there may have originally been a cash advance, not paid off Memorandum para- 
and where the Kyots may have by any act admitted that the ' '^ 

acreemeut is still in force even though no fireah cash graph 2, I think that 
advance-may have been made to l^m this seasoiL 

after the words % (3) 

50 
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I am also of opinion that it will apply to cases in which the 
words " the evidence shews the agreement was intended to extend 
to the present* season though no term is specified'^ should be inserted. 

5. I quite agree with Mr. Beaufort in his remarks in paragraphs 2 
aiid*4«of his letter, upon the second point touched in Mr. Herschel's 
and Mr. Molony's Memorandums. 

6. In the second illustration given in Mr. Grote's proposed Circular,* 

I do not tliink that the 

** (B.) Id another case the plaintiff files an agreement .* ' /] i }A 

whichc ontains no specific term and leaves the question quesiion raisea SUOUia 

doubtful as to whether it was intended to bind the Kyot ]yQ g^JJ ^q ]^q bevond 
beyond the year in which it was entered into and in which .... 

the advance was made. Defendant admits that he received the jurisdiction of the 

advance on it, and that he is in balance to the Factory, ^ •in t i - i 

but denies that it binds him for this year. [The question opeciai Oourt. 1 think 

Co'u^t]''''^ '* ^^^''''^ ^^ jurisdiction ot the Special ^j^^^^ j^^ ^^^^j^ ^ ^^^^ ^j^^ 

question, being doubt- 
ful^ would be fully within the jurisdiction of the Magistrate, and would 
be the question which the Magistrate ought to try. If satisfied on tho 
whole evidencenhat the Ryot is right in saying that he never agreed to 
be bound beyond the year, the Magistrate will of course 'dismiss the 
case. But if satisfied that the agreement, though verbal, did extend to 
the present year, the Magistrate should decide the case according to the 
nature of the evidence, upon the same principles as Cases 1, 2 and 3. 



To the Commissioner of Sajshabye, — (No, To the Commissioner of Nuddea, — (No. 
1881 dated the 2drd April 1860.) 1884, da1;ed the 23rd April 18G0.) 

Sib, Sib, 

I AM directed by the Lieu- With reference to your let- 

tenant-Governor to forward to you JLer No. 98Ct, dated the 16th ins- 

for distribution, &c« tant, the original env^losures of 

which are herewith returned, I 

am directed by theLieutenant-Go- 

vernor to forward to you for distribution aipongst the Officers of 

your Division empoweretl to carry out the provisions of the Act to 

enforce the fulfilmeut of Indigo* contracts, twenty-five copies of an 

opinion by the Advocate General, on certain points connected with the 

working of that Law. 

I have, &c., 

A. R. Young, 
Secy, to the Govt, of Bengal 



% 



No. XXI. 

From A. Fobbes, Esq., Officiating Secretary to the Indigo Planters' Aflsociation, 
to the Secretary to the Goremment of Bengal, — (*J, Old Post Office Street, 
March 1860.) 

Sir, 

A BEFOBT has appeared in the Englishman of this morn- 
ing that the Hon'ble Mr. Ashley Eden is about to be re-appointed Ma- 
gistrate of Baraset, and another report is in circulation that that gentleman 
is about to be posted to Moorshedabad. 

2. The Ryots of Doth these Districts have ma£fested a very bad spirit 
with regard to Indigo oiiltivation, which prevails largely there. 

3. It is believed that the Government of Bengal is tioing its utmost 
to suppress the agitation in these Districts, and I have the honor to ob- 
serve that, in the opinion of the Central Committee of the Association, 
the appointment of Mr. Eden to any Indigo District will be attended 
with the worst consequences, as that gentleman has identified himself in 
every way, both publicly and privately, with opposition to Indigo culti- 
vation. 



From A. E. YoxrsQ, Esq., Secretary to the Grovemment of Bengal, to the Offioiatmg 
Secretary to the Indigo Planters' Association,— (No. 1115, dated 23rd 
March 1860.) 

Sljt, 

/ I am directed by the Lieutenant Governor to acknow- 
ledge the receipt of your letter, dated the 22nd instant, bringing to 
notice two contradictory reports regarding the appointment of Mr. Eden. 

In reply, I am desiAd to state for the infojmation of the Association 
thflt it so happens that before the jeceipt of your letter Mr. Eden bad 
been appointed to Cuttack and another gentleman to Moorshedabad. 
This makes it unnecessary to say more in reply to your communication 
than that the Lieutenant Governor is bound to aflB.rm that to whatever 
oflScc Mr. Eden might be appointed, the Lieutenant Governor does not 
entertain a doubt that Mr. Eden would act with perfect fairness betweea 
all men and all classes. 



• 



No. XXII. 

Feiiiion firom fne inhabitants in the Districta of Nuddea and Jessore, to ihe 
HoN*BLE J. F. GsANT, Lieutenant-Govemor of Bengal. 

The humble petition of the undersigned Kyot» 
of sundry villages herein below-named in 
the districts of Nuddea and Jessore. 

Eespectfullt. showeth, 

That your petitioners being sorely 
oppr^sed by the proceedings of Mr. George Meares and sundry other 
persons, carrying on the manufacture of Indigo in the above-named Dis- 
tricts, respectfully appeal to your Honor for protection. 

2. That your petitioners finding the cultivation of Indigo plant very 
unprofitable, in fact ruinously unpi^fitable to them, have refused to 
enter into contracts to cultivate the plant, and therefore the manufacturers 
liave in various ways proceeded to oppress them with a view to force 
them t^ enter into mich contracts. % 

3. That your petitioners having petitioned the Joint Magistrate of 
Zillah Jessore, Mr. Skinner, the latter f imctionary told them that they 
must sow Indigo seed, and in order to coerce them into a compliance 
with his orders, ordered forty-nine of their fellow villagers in^o cohfine- 
ment for short periods on the pretence that they had bebn guilty of 
contempt of Court. 

4. That these proceedings of the Joint Magi§trate of Jessore have 
thrown your petitioners into consternation, and they know not how to npil 
themselves of the benefit of your Honor's late Proclamation when they 
find the district Authorities so openly inclined to set its provisions at 
naught, 

• 5. That the Joint Magistrate is a frequent visitor at the factories of 
Mr. George Meares, and issues many of his orders from there. 

6. That Mr. George Meares has thus opportunities to operate upon th e 
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convictions of tlie Magistrate in a manner prejudicial to the interests of 
justice and prejudicial to your petitioners. 

7* That Mr. George Meares has, as your petitioners understand, 
advanced sundry charges against them in a letter or report addressed to 
your Honor. These charges, your petitioners beg leave distinctly to 
state, are utterly groundless ; your petitioners have not been guilty of any 
the slightest breach of the peace, their sole aim being to avoid being 
made to enter into contracts which are likely to prove heavy losses to 
them. 

8. Wherefore your petitioners pray that your Honor will be pleased 
to warn Mr. Skinner against acting otherwise than in the spirit of your 
Honor*s Proclamation, and generally in a fair and impartial spirit. 

And your petitioners, as in duty bound, shall ever pray. 



No. 1289. 

Extract from the Proceedings of the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal in 
the Judicial Department^ under date the 2Sth of March 1860. 

Bead a petition from UshrujBF Mtmdul, Mochee Mundul, Obedul 
Mundul and others, RyotsT of certain villages in the Districts of Nuddea 
and Jessore, complaining against the proceedings of Mr. George Mears 
and other persons engaged in the cultivation and manufacture of Indigo. 

The petitioners represent that having refused, on account of the un- 
profitaolene^Ss of the business, to enter into contracts to cultivate Indigo, 
they have been in various ways oppressed by Mr. Meares and other 
Indigo Planters with a view to force them to enter into such contracts 
against their will; and •that having laid their grievances before the 
Officiating Joint Magistrate of Jessore, Mr. t!. B. Skinner, they have 
not only failed to obtain any redress from that Officer, but that they 
have been told by him "that they must sow Indigo," and that forty- 
nine of their fellow villagers have been imprisoned by him, for the 
ostensible offence of contempt of Court, but really in order to coerce 
them into compliance with the orders passed by him in favor of the 
Planters. They assert also that between the Officiating Joint Magistrate 
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ftnd Mr. Mears a degree of intimacy exists which is extremely prejudi- 
cial to the interests of justice in any case in which Mr. Meares may be a 
party. 

Ordered, that the Petitioners be informed that if it is really true that 
any one has oppressed them with a view to force them to enter into 
contracts, they have only to complain to the Magistrate, bringing for- 
ward evidence in support of their allegations, or to file actions against 
the wrong-doer in the Moonsiff's Court, or simultaneously to adopt 
both courses. But that if they commit any riot, or breach of the 
peace, they will surely be punished. 

As regards the injustice which the^etitioners have imputed to the 
Officiating Joint Magistrate in dealing with their case, they are informed 
that Mr. Skinnor has been called upon to submit a report upon the 
subject for the Lieutenant-Governor's consideration. 



From A. E. Young, Esq., Secretary to the Government of Bengal, to the Ccmmis- 
sioner of Nuddea,— (No. 1290, dated the 23th March 1860.) 

Sib, ^ 

I AM directed to forward to you the accompanying copy of s 
petition presented by Ushruff Mundul and other Ryots of certain 
villages in the District of Nuddea and Jessore, complaining of the oppres- 
sion practised upon them by Mr. Mears and other Indigo Planters, and * 
against the proceedings of Mr. C. B. Skinner, the Officiating Joint Ma- 
gistrate of Jessore. » 

2. The Petitioners have been informed, that if it is rfeally true that 
any one has oppressed them with a view to force them to enter into 
contracts, they have only to complain to th^ Magistrate, bringing 
forward evidence in su][>port of their allegations, or to file actions 
against the wrong-doer in the MdonsiflTs Court, or simultaneously to 
adopt both courses. And they have at the same time been warned that 
if they commit any riot, or breach of the peace, they will surely be 
punished. 

3. The Lieutenant Governor desires that you will direct the Magis- 
trate to take all possible pains to impress* the same thing on these 
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Petitioners, and on all other Eyots who may make general complaints of 
oppression in order to induce them to contract to grow Incjigo. 
• 4. It is beyond all necessary to be extremely careful in the execu- 
tion of the new Law, and in all proceedings connected with Indigo cj4ti- 
vation not to confound Ryots who have not contracted and taken ca^h 
advances for the current season with those who have ; and when the 
question of fact is raised, to spare no pains, in the truest spirit of equity 
between both parties, to get at the real truth. You are desired studi- 
ously to impress this principle on all the Magistrates subordinate to you. 
5. With reference to the Petitioners' complaints against the Officiat- 
ing Joint Magistrate of Jesaq^ you will be so good as to call upon 
Mr. Skinner to submit, through you, an explanation of the matter 
alleged regarding him. ' • 



No. 1291. 

Copy of paras. 2 to 4, forwarded to the Commissioner of Bajshahye for 
his information. 



From A. Gsotb, Esq., Commissioner of the Naddea Diyision, to the Secretary to 
the GoTemmexxt of Bengal, Fort 'William.— (No. 94Ct., dated AUipore, the 
14th April 1860.) 

Sir, 

On receiving your letter? No. 1290, dated 28th Ultimo, with 

enclosure, I issued the annexed orders to the 

No. 5, dated i9tk Ultimo. 

Magistrates of Nuddea, Jessore, and Barraset, 
and called for the explanation required from Mr. Skinner. 

2. Tiiis explanation*^! now beg to lay before His Honor the Lieute- 
nant Governor, together with copy of Mr. Moj- 

* Id origioBl* " >» 

lony's letter forwarding it. The case of the 
49 men alluded to in the petition as having been imprisoned by Mr. 
Skinner is, as I suspected when I read the passage, that of rescue re- 
ported to Government on the 23rd Ultimo. 



i 
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From A. Gbotb Esq., Commissioner of the Naddea Division, to the Magistrates of 
Jossore, Naddea, and Barraset, — (No. 5, Circular, dated Allipore, the 29th 
March 1860.) 

The following extract from Government Order No, 1290, dated 
28th instant, on a petition presented to the Lieutenant Governor bj 
Achruf Mundul and others, Ryots of certain villages in Nuddea and Jessore 
are appended for your guidance. The purport of the petition was to 

complain generally of the oppressions practiced on the Petitioners by Mr. 
Mears and other Planters and of the proceedings of Mr. Skinner. Paras. 
2, 3 and 4. 

2. Tou are requested further to warn villagers that clamorous 
and disorderly gatherings under the pretext fo petitioning will not be al* 
lowed. Everything which they may have to urge will be patiently listened 
to, hut they wiy. be likely to urge far more effectually by entrusting their 
petition to a few, than by presenting it in a crowd. 

3rd. Mr. Skinner is required by His Honor the Lieutenant Gover- 
nor to furnish an explanation of his proceed- 
ings com {gained of in the petition which is 
herewith forwarded to you for communication to that Gentleman. 



From E. W. Moloney, Esq. Officiating Magistrate of Jessore, to the Commissioner 
of Circuit Naddea Division, Kishnaghur,— (No. 90, dated Camp Manickdee, 
the3rdApnl 1860.) 

V 

Sib, 

With reference to your letter No. 5, dated the 29th ultimo, 
forwarding a petition from certain Ryots and calling for an explanation 
of Mr. Skinner's condnot complained of, I have the honor to forward 
Mr. Skinner's explanation. The ^falsity of the allegations in the 7th 
, para, that they are not under contracts to sow Indigo is apparent; many of 
the villagers having since acknowledged their contracts and their willing- 
ness to sow alleging as a reason of their previous denials the intimidation 
•of villagers combined to suppress Indigo cultivation and claiming Police 
protection from the above villagers to enable them to carry out their 
engagements. The course adopted by Mr. Skinner to suppress tlie riot- 
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ous spirit that was gaining gronnd has been perfectly successful, and the 
people in this neighbourhood and indeed all along the Jessore border I 
-^--ttink understand the necessity of oiling any complaints they may have 
in an orderly and regular manner. 



FromC. B. Skiknbb,^E«q., Officiating Joint Magistrate of Jessore, totheOffii 
ciating Magistrate of Jessore,— (No. 69, dated Camp Manickdee, the 3rd 
April, 1860.) 

Sir, 

m 
I HAVE the honor to furnish the following explanation as called 

for in Government letter No. 1290, dated the 28th ultimo, on petition 
of Asruff Woudul and others. 

I si. Petitioners' abodes are not specified I cannot therefore state 
their individual grievances as set forth in clauses 1 and 2 ; uor are the 
names known to me. 

Clause 3 is false. The 49 men referred to are those, the attempt to 
release whom has been reported officially. I did not pass sentence on 
any, but made over the case {viz, qf intent to break the peace) to Mr. 
Molony, Magistrate of Jessore for decision. I have not attempted in any 
way to intimidate any persons into sowing Indigo, I have not acted contrary 
to the provisions of the Notification referred to in paras. 4 and 8, which 
was a fac simile of my own address to the Ryots delivered previously 
to its receipt. All my proceedings have been duly reported to the Com- 
missioner. 

I ha^e not issued a single order from any place save my tent and Baloo- 
pole thannah 'since I came out to these parts. The imputations cast on 
me in clauses 5 and 6, are false and without foundation. 

Clause 7 does not concern me. 



From A. E. Youwo, Esq., Secretary to the Government of Bengal, to tke Commit- ^ 
sioner of Nuddea,— (No. 1820, dated the 19th April 1860.) 

Sib, 

I AM directed*!© acknowledge the receipt of your Ietter» Nor j 
94, dated the 14th Instant, submitting an explanation from Mr. C. Bi' 

51 
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Skinner^ Officiating Joint Magistrate of Jessore^ in regard to the all^»* 
tions contained in a Petition from the inhabitants of certain Tillages in 
Jessore^ that Mr. Skinner when ap|>lied to did not aSbrd them red 
frcgn ^ the oppressions of the Indigo Planters and that he used coercive 
nEieasures to force them to sow Indigo. 

In reply I am desired to state that the Lieutenant-Governor con- 
siders Ur. Skinner's explanation to be quite satiifactory. 



oaaBi 



• • 



• 

VtomA. Oi«fra,B0Q., CommisnoMr of theNoddea KTiakm, to tlw Saeratoy io 
Uie Gofemment of Bengal^Fort Willira.-(No. !< dOdl Kirima^Mv. Ilift 
aiat Mardi 1«00.) * 

Sib, 

Thb e&dofled original petidon from Mr. J. White, of Bau» 
bariah has drawn my attention to the several letters signed L. W. Hutch* 
inson, in the accompanying issues of the Bengcd Burkank 

S« Mr. Hutchinson is Moonsiff of Hanskhalee, and in that capacity 
has to decide on questions at issue betwe^i the Planters and their By ots« 
Hiere is not apparently anything in these letters which is objectionable 
or unreasonable, but it is unbecoming for the bench to enTer into coiftro* 
Tersy in the public papers, and I recommend that Mr. Hutchinson be 
transferred to another chowkee. 

3. Mr. White, it seems, complaii\^d some time ago to the Judge that 
the Moonsiff was advising the Ryots and interfering with the working of 
his factory, but he was not, on being called on for proof, able to adduce 
any sufficiently specific. The letters to the papers since published show 
at aU events that the Moonsiff has strong opinions on the Indigo 
question. 



From IC^IKTohv Wkitb, of Bansbariah, to A. GxoTX, Bsq., ConiBiissioner of 
•l^nddea &c.,^Ki8)iiiaghur, dated the 3l8t March 18d0.) 

Sir, 

I HAVE the hgnor to bring to your notice with regret the very 
reprehensible manner in which Mr. Hutchinson, 4he Moonsiff of Hanskhally 
is conducting himself towards my Hanskhally Factory, by continually 
instigating and backing the Kyots of Govindahpore (a village in the 
immediate ' neighbourhood of my Hanskhally Factory) to rebel against 
the factory : this he has most successfully done, the Byots being in 
open insurrection, assaulting any of my factory servants who approach 
the village. I can only ^attribute this feeling of animosity to my 
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having refused Mr. Hutchinson permission to live in my house at 
Hanskhally, on more than one occasion, arf ter which he applied to my 
son, who was occupying the house there, and was also politely refused^ 
by him. 

Mr.* Hutchinson commenced the erection of a cutcherry in the 
midst of the Hanskhally Bazaar, when the Mahajans m a body protested 
and begged my son to try and have the site removed to near the thannah, 
and on my son's application to Mr. Skinner, the Judge, an order was 
obtained to this effect. Ever since the circumstances above mentioned^ 
Mr Hutchinson has invariably shown the greatest animosity to my son 
and towards the Hanskhally Factory, by encoura^g the Ryots of 
Govindahpore to oppose my factory servants in collecting my rents 
and in sowing Indigo. * 

I had occasion to discharge the Gomashta of my Hanskhally Factory 
for misconduct. Mr. Hutchinson took this man into his confidence, 
and in conjunction with him tampered with the Ryots to induce them 
to oppose the f&ctory. 

Mr. Hutchinson is now living in this Gomashta's house, which is 
just outside the factory compound. 

In further proof of Mr. Hutchinson's hostility to Indigo Planters in 
general, I have the honor to produce six numbers of the Bengal 
Hurkaru newspaper, in which he expresses his opinion openly as 
opposed to Indigo Planters, thus rendering himself unfit to judge impar- 
tially between them and the Ryots. Under these circumstances, I trust 
you will see the justice of removing Mr. Hutchinson from the neighbour- 
hood of Hanskhally. 






From A. R. Young, Esq., Secretary to the Government of Bengal, to the Commb- 
sioner of Nuddea,— (No. 1535, dated 5th April 1860.) 

• Sir, 

I AM directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, No. 
14, dated the 31st ultimo, with enclosures, bringing to notice a com- 
plaint of Mr. White, of Bansbarriah, against Mr. Hutchinson, the Moon- 
sifif of Hanskhalee, and recommending the transfer of the latter to some 
Other station, on the ground that being a judicial Officer it was unbe- 
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coming on his part to have entered into a controversy in the newspapers 
on the Indigo question. 

• There is nothing objectionable, as you justly remark, in the published 
writings of Mr. Hutchinson, for which it is proposed to transfer him to 
some other Moonsiffship ; and at the present time it is necessary ib be 
very careful in avoiding all measures which would tend unnecessarily to 
give any color of partizanship, on either side, to the proceedings of 
Government in relation to the Indigo question. 

Mr. John White, at whose instance you move the Gov^nment to 
transfer Mr. Hutchinson, is, the Lieutenant-Governor believes, the owner 
of the factory which, imder the management of Mr. White, jimior, has 
been brought more than once lately unfavorably to the notice of Go- 
vernment and of the District €!riminal Court. Mr. John White com- 
mences his present application by charging Mr. Hutchinson with miscon- 
duct, and it seems that he had made the same charge before, but was 
able to bring no evidence in support of it. As he has no more evidence 
now, and as there seems no reason to suspect Mr. Httchinson oF any 
misconduct, whilst there is strong groimd to be dissatisfied with the late 
management of the factory, the Lieutenant-Governor cannot consent, on 
this complaint, to transfer Mr. Hutchinson. 

But you may convey in an informal manner to Mr. Hutchinson the 
Lieutenant Governor's advice not to write any more in the newspapers on 
the Indigo question whilst he remains in the office of Moonsiff of 
Hanskhalee ; as his doing so, in the present excited state of feeling on 
that subject, may give an opportunity to those who take a view of that 
question opposite to his, with more or less of plausibility, to impute to 
him pr^udices likely to warp his jtidgment, in a certain class of cases 
that may (!ome judicially before him. 
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From Lord H. U. Browne, Under Secretary to the Grovemment of Bengal, to 
the Commiaaioner of Naddea,— (No. 8*21, dated the 6th March 1860.) 
Sib, 

A AM directed by the Lieutenant-Governor to call your atten- 
tion to a letter in the Englishman newspaper of the 27th ultimo, signed 
** Walter Ken Waller, Surgeon E. B. Bailway," bringing to notice cer- 
tain violent proceedings in the Nuddea District, and to state that as the 
writer alleges certain occurrences to hsve taken place, his evidence 
should be taken, and such subsequent proceedings instituted as may be 
necessary in the case, unless the matters referred to by the writer have 
been previously taken up by the Magistrate. 

7b the Editor of the Englishman. 

Sib, 

Without entering into the questions at issue between the 
Nuddea Indigo Planters and their I^yots, so diligently fomented by a 
portion of the Calcutta weekly press, I think it a duty, and that I may 
serve the public cause, by informing you of some recent occurrences, the 
evident^ consequence of the acts of those persons who see in every 
Planter a demon and in every Ryot an angel. 

1 have been five months in this District, and have had ample opportu- 
nity of forming opinions as to the truth of such ideas, and need scarce- 
ly say I differ widely with the originators of them. 

You are aware how the disinclination on the part of the'« Syots to 
sow Indigo has spread throughout this District — a refusal disastrous 
probably in its effects, but to which per se small objection can be taken, 
if we allow others the sam^ freedom of thought Vnd action we claim 
fot ourselves. But passive resistance to the fulfilment of contracts ap- 
pears to have ceased, and the following instances will show the animus 
now commencing to pervade this part of the coimtry. 

The Police are much to blame, as the following will show : — 

On the morning of Simday last, the 19th instant, the Darogali of 
w ith several Burkimdauzes, and from 60 to 70 lattials and spear- 
men, from Jorumpore village, proceeded to 'the adjoining village and 
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factory of Chandpore, with the ostensible intention of searching for 
armed men in the factory employ. None were found; but that the 
^yisit might not be profitless, two poor men engaged 'at the time in 
gathering date-juice were beaten severely, one of them being also 
woimded in the calf by a spear ; a third man, chowkecdar of an adjacent 
village, was also assaulted, and the three were then induced by tlireats 
or bribes to prefer complaints against the servants of the Chandpore 
Factory as having* attacked and ill-treated them, although, as I have said, 
the assault was committed on them all by the Darogah's own party, and 
probably under his own eye. This Darogah is a notorious drunkard, 
as I could easily prove to you, were not proceedings already commenced 
against him in another quarter. 

Again, this morning, news has been received that the bungalow at * 

Khajoorah Factory, (three miles from Chandpore,) together with the 
chowkeedar's house, had been partially destroyed by an incendiary fire. 
The two buildings being at least a quarter of a mile ap^ it is not ^likely 
that both should have ignited spontaneously^r accidentally. Ehajoorali 
bungalow is not inhabited except on occasions of business and during 
the manufacturing season, and so no risk of loss of life was incurred; but 
if matters do not improye we may^xpect those factories which aire in- 
habited to become the objects of attack, a prospect of anything but a 
pleasing character, and one which probably the Ryot's 9ci dUant friends 
and unaolicited counBcUors had not anticipated. ^ 

If (jovemment would give the Planters fair play, instead of condenm- 
ing them on ex parte statements, if they would but disclaim the diligently 
circulated rumour that they intend to discourage the growth of Indigo, 
if th^y would re-place the present'tedious process for non-fulfilment of 
contract in a Civil Court by a cheap summary process in a Magistrate's, if 
they would but assist in showing that the interests of Planters and Ryots 
are not antagonistic, we might look forward to a future less gloomy than 
that which I, for my {fkrt, fear is approaching,^to both parties, concerned. 

^I am. Sir, faithfidly yours, 

rr T^ ^ WALTER KeN WaLLER, 

KiSHNAOHUB District, f „ 

Febrmri, 2SrdmO. ( ■ ^^^'<>^^ ^^^ bengal Railway. 

'Ftcm II. Gbotx Esq.* Commissioner of the Nuddea Division, to the Secretary to 
the Gorermnent of Bengal, (No. 8 iCt. dated Allipore, 22nd March 1860.) 

Sib, 

In reply to your letter No. 821^ dated the 6th instant, draw- 
ing my attention to A letter in the Englishman newspaper of the 
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27th ultimo, signed Walter Ken Waller, I beg to submit herewith copy 
of a letter from the Officiating Magistrate of Nuddea, No. 83, dated the 
13th instant, be'kiing on the subject. ^ 



Frofh W. J. Hebschel, Esq., Magistrate of Nuddea, to the Commissioner of 
Circuit, Nuddea Division, (No. 83. dated Kislmaghur, 13th March 1860.) 

Sir, 

In reply to your Memo. No. 90Ct. dated the 9th instant, I 
have the honour to state that all the allegations mentioned by Dr. 
Waller, in the Englishman newspaper, are under investigation. 

The charge of drunkenness against the Darogah (alluded to also in 
Mr. Meaes' letter t8 Government) has been disposed of. The Darogah 
has been acquitted of the charge, which appear* to have originated in 
the natural roughness of his manner. 

I m'ky mentionHhat the sijpries cunent of two factories having been 
burnt by the Ryots in this district are half false and partly exagger- 
ated. 

The wounding case is under inquiry by Mr. Maclean, and the Kha- 
joora's arson case also. Immediately on the facts being ascertained, you 
shall be informed of them. 

P. S. — Signed in Camp, 16th March. To-morrow's weekly report 
will contain fuller particulars. The Khajoora case is open to doubts. 
The fact is that the thatched verandah of a small out-factory at E^hajoo- 
ra has been burnt down ; the door-posts have also been destroyed by 
the flames, and a chair and some of the furniture ipjuxed. Mr. Maclean 
reports against its having been an act of incendiarism, butT.my own 
opinion inclines the other way. There is absolutely no direct evidence, 
and the factory people have taken no steps whatever in the matter. 



From A. Gsotb, Esq., Commissioner of the Nuddea Division, to the Secretary 
to the Government of BeDgal,~(No. 62Ct., dated the 6th March 1860.) 



/ . 



SiK, 

In case his Honor the Lieutenant-Governor may have been 
led, by the statements lately made in the newspapers, to apprehend that 
serious disturbances may be expected in the Nuddea District, I beg to 
lay before him, in original, the first of a series of Weekly Reports 
which I have for the present called for from the Magistrate. 
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2. At my suggestion, Mr. Herschel has gone to Gobcrdangah, and I 
intend in a day or two to proceed to the Gyeghattah D^ Bungalow to 
htnre an interview with him. Meanwhile, I have instructed him to the 
purport of the enclosed letter, on the receipt of a very urgent ^p^al 
from Jlr. Meares of the Lokenathpore Concern. As the latter coi^* 
plained of the conduct of the Joyrampore Ryots, who had petitioned 
Government, and described them as misleading and instigating other 
villagers who had already taken their advances, I thought it right to 
draw the Magistrate's attention to his Honor's orders on the petition in 
question, received only yesterday, and more especially to that passage in 
it which should correct the erroneous impression said to prevail among 
the people that Government is opposed to the cultivation of Indigo. 

3. I do not myself apprehend that the Ryots A-ill generally be 
aggressive ; but from all accounts there is a strong and nearly unani- 
mous indisposition on their part to sow Indigo, and this is not confined 
to those Ryots who have declined to take advances. This is of course 
a subject of much alarm to the Planters who have advanced, and 
attempts may be made to avoid impending ruin or heavy losses by 
sowing for themselves. In this case there may be some serious afirays. 
The first fall of rain will put an end*to the present state of suspense. 

4. Tke return of the original enclosure is requested when no longer 
required. 



First Weekly Beport on the state of the ludigo Districts in Nuddea, from 
W. J. Ubeschxl, Esq.* Officiating;;^ Magistrate of Nuddea, for the Week 
enixag 8rd March 1860. 

1. This bSing the first report, I must revert to the date of my taking 
charge, on the 20th February. The principal signs of excitement were 
tlien in the Southern Tliannahs, where the Ryots and the Bengal Indigo 
Company were in dispute. 

2. Previous to that date, Mr. Campbell, an Assistant of Mr. "Lar- 
mour's (the Manager of the Company), had gone on the 5th January to 
measure soine fields, but was driven off by the Ryots, his Amcen and 
Gomastah and Ehalasees being taken prisoners, and subsequently releas- 
ed the same day. No personal injury was done to any one. In this 
case, Syam Chunder Pal Chowdhery, the Zemindar, is charged mth the 
instigation of the attack. ' • 
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8. On the 17th of January, Mr. Hyde, an Assistant in tfa^ samo 
Concern, going to test measiurements, had two clods thrown at him by 
the Ryots. He was not hurt. * 

4. «0n the 3rd of February, Mr. Campbell again went to measure 
lands in another village in the same neighbourhood, and imder the same 
Zemindar, where he was assaulted, knocked off his horse, and severely 
beaten by hired Lattials. In none of these cases did the Ryots make 
any complaint. 

5. On the 17th of February, Mr. Hyde, going again to measure in 
another village, was prevented by the Ryots, and his Ameen and E^halikn 
see were seized in his presence, and carried off to die Thannah, with a 
petition saying that Mr. Hyde had come with Lattials, who had been, 
driven off by themselves with loss of the two prisoners. 

6. On the 20th of February, the" Ryots of Nowhattah, in which 
Mr. Campbell had been first resisted, sent a Lattial into the Thannah^ 
as having been!»captured in an attempt (successfully resisted) to carry 
off the village cattle. The witnesses to this case broke down com- 
pletely, but no coimter-complaint was lodged. 

7. With these exceptions no breach of the peace has occurred in 
Goburdangah Thannah, but severaP petitions have been put in by the 
Ryots protesting their aversion to cultivate Indigo. ^ 

8. Saursha Thannah has all along been quiet. 

9. * So has Asaroo (Bagdah) Thannah. 

10. The Santipoor Sub-pivision is quiet, there being very few 
Planters in it. 

11. In Hanskally the feelings oC both parties are very warm, and 
numerous petitions are presented, but no breach of the peace •worth 
mentioning has occurred since the first serious affiray at Oobindpoor 
(Mr. White's Factory of Bansberiah), 

12. In Hadra I expect any moment to hear of an affiray ; but the 
only tangible complaint preferred to myself has been one of kidnapping, 
so clearly resting on false witnessed that I had no hesitation in dropping 
the search for the missing man and dismissing the case. 

13. A complaint however was preferred in December last, to the 
effect that six men of the village of Sounpookheriah had been seized on 
the 26th of that month by a party of Lattials dispatched from the Hadra 
Factory. Search for them failed, and it wag only by an accident that 
they were all released on the 23rd February. Their depositions wea:^ 
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an appearance of truth, which the unanimous alil/i pleaded by all the 
defendants supports. They relate that they were marched about to 
almost every factory in Mr. Hill's Concern. They do not, however, charge 
any one except the Lattials originally employed to seize. Th^ say 
they never saw any one but their guards, and never saw daylight. The 
case is not absolutely free from doubt ; it is however impossible but that, 
if true, it will be perfectly clear at last. 

14. About the middle of January information was given that twa 
men of Pathiurghattah had been carried off on the market day. They 
were searched for without effect, but yesterday they appeared at the 
Thannah Hadra, saying they had been ndeased in the night. This case 
is by no means proved yet ; but as no less than five men have been miss^ 
ing from this village for some weeks, / rq?ort it, particularly as the six 
men mentioned in the previous case say they met these two in confine* 
ment. At the same time, with these two men a third (also of Pathur- 
ghatta) appeared at the Thannah, and stated that he had bsen imprisoned 
since the 24th Agrun (early in December), and had been released at the 
same time as the two just mentioned. No complaint had been lodged of 
this before, the plaintiff saying he had no friends to report it. This man 
also was seen by the Sounpookherialf men while in detention. 

15. In the end of October, Jamirat, a man of Pathurghatta, .com? 
plained that he and two others had been carried off by the Dewan of 
Hadra Factory (Mr. Forleng's), and that, after a few days imptison- 
ment in different factories, he escaped while being sent from one to 
another. His companions have not yet been found. They were bothj 
however, seen at one of the factories where the Sounpookheriah men 
"were ^nfin^d. 

16. In ibt Damoorhoodah Sub-Division there had been no outbreak 
of excitement till the 20th, on which day a slight affiray took place at 
Chandpore (Mr. Chardon's factory, in Mr. Meares' Lokenathpore Con- 
cern), in which a Ryot, Madaree Sheik, was weunded by a Surkee in the 
calf of the leg (a bad wound, but ncft dangerous). 

17. A petition has been put in by a Chowkeedar of Mr. Chardon's 
factory to day that an attempt has been made to bum it down, but as 
this was several days ago, and no complaint was made at the Thannah, 
and no attempt has been made to prove the case, I do not altogether 
trust the complaint. The l^arogah has made no report of it. I expect 
a report from personal investigation of Mr. Maclean in a day or two^ 
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18. Very numerous petitions have been presented by the Ryots, and 
proportionately by the Planters in that neighbourhood : the former of 
the usual kind, objecting to take advances, and stating their apprehsn- 
sioms ^f force being used ; the latter accusing different parties of insti* 
gating the Ryots. 

19. The above statements contain every actual breach of the peace 
that has occurred worth reporting during the last few months. They do 
not represent the heat of the feeling that exists, and I must say I think 
it rather creditable to the Police under my predecessors that no more 
serious riot has taken place. Kidnapping, however, is a crime which no 
Police can prevent, and none but a Detective Police can punish, and in 
the latter we are certainly deficient. 

20. As to the measures adopted, besides the ordinary penal remedies, 
I may report that Mr. Llaclean (an Officer on whom, from what I have 
seen, I have considerable reliance), has gone out to Damoorhoodah, 
where the bestJDarogah, Gresh Chunder Bose, of the Kutwally, has also 
been sent, and where the Police has been reinforced from other Than- 
nahs, and that I am about to leave to-morrow myself for Goburdangah 
for a short visit, where I will make the changes recommended by 
yourself. • 

21. These reports will be continued we^y while necessary. 



From A. R. Yovna, Esq., Secretary to the Goyemment of Bengal, to the Commis- 
sioner of the Nuddea Division, (No. — dated Fort William, the 17th March 
1860.) 

Sir, 

I AM directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter No. 
62Ct., dated the 6th instant, submitting the Magistrate of Nuddea's first 
Weekly Report upon the •present disturbed state of affairs in that Dis- 
frict, and in reply to state, that the? Lieutenant-Governor approves of the 
measures adopted by yourself and by the local Officers, at your sugges- 
tion, with a view to allay the prevailing excitement. 

2. His Honor feels assured that Mr. Herschel will spare no exertions 
to get at the truth, as to the numerous cases of complaint for false imprison- 
xnent alluded to in the 12th and three fojUowing paragiaphs of his 
Kepyrt. 



• # 
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3. The original enclosure of your letter is returned. The letter of 
instructions to Mr. Herschel, referred to in your 2nd paragraph, did not 
^company your communication under acknowledgement/ 



From A. Gbotb, Esq., Conmiissioner of the Naddea Diyision, to the Secretary to 
the GK>yemment of Bengal,— (No. 70 Ct., dated the 12th March 1860.) 

Sib, 

In continuation of my letter of the 6th instant, No. 62Ct., I 
have the honor to lay before His Honor the Lieutenant-Governor of 
Bengal, the original second Weekly Report on the state of the Indigo 
Districts in Zillah Nuddea, and to request the favor of your returmng 
the same when no longer required. 

I have been for two days with Mr. Herschel, who is now going to 
Damoorhoodah. His transfer of some of the Darogahs has been 
judicious. As he has personally opened the Bongong *Sub-Divisfon, I 
have approved of his retaining charge of it imtil relieved; and should 
Government see no objection to the measure, I propose that Mr. 
McNeil be temporarily appointed to it. It is of importance that a good 
Officer stays here for the next few weeks. 

• # 

Second Weekly Beport on the state of the Indigo Districts in Nuddea, from 

W. J. Hbbschbl, Esq., Officiating Magistrate of Kuddea^ for the Week ending 

10th March 1860. 

• 

No*brea(iies of the peace have occurred up to date in the South of the 
District, nomip to Friday evening in the North. Mr. Maclean reports 
from Damoorhoodah that the excitement is no less, though both parties 
are more cautious for ^s presence. He does not anticipate anything like 
a show of violence on the part of the Ryots <Jn their own motion ; and, 
as the Planters seem sensible of the d&nger of provoking it, I am in hopes 
that peace at all events will be preserved. 

The Ryots, however, in that District seem determined not to sow Indigo 
in several villages, the old impression that Government wishes to stop 
Planting being still prevalent. 

I have been myself tq the Bongong Sub-Division to ascertain tlie 
temper of the Ryots in the South of the Zillah. ^ 
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• 

In Mr. Larmour's own estates (where he holds Zemindaree rights) 
the Ryots are prepared to sow as usual, but they are not to be consider- 
ed as reliable* in this respect. The open determination of their fellews 
on ^Jie estates of neighbouring Zemindars, to whom Mr. Larmour has 
m%de advances, to refuse all further connection with the factory, has 
had an effect on them which may still induce them to break their con- 
tracts. At present, however, cultivation is going on quietly. It is on 
the estates of Native Zemindars that the Ryots are showing the worst 
signs, particularly on that of Syam Chunder Chowdhery. The assaults 
on Mr. Larmour's Assistants (Messrs. Camp*l)ell and Hyde,) reported 
last week as having occurred some time ago, were all committed by these 
Ryots, and I am glad to say that on no other estate has any personal 
violence been offered to Europeans. 

The whole of these cases have been taken up, and (with one exception, 
which will come on for decision on Tuesday next) have been disposed of 
during the week»- Convictions have been obtained in all. 

The most serious one, in which Mr. Campbell stated that he had been 
knocked off his horse, and beaten till he was insensible, has to a certain 
extent proved a mistake. Mr. Campbell had just been measuring some 
lands, which the Ryots assert he had no right to do. The villagers 
gathered together ; one or two men seized his fltse's bridle ; two men from 
the crowd struck him with their latties, one on the shoulder and the other 
more slightly on the back. The horse reared and fell, and Mr. Campbell 
must have been stimned by the fall. It is quite clear, from the absence 
of all other marks, that he was not struck after he fell. I am boxmd also 
to say that the witnesses in this case hW not been properly warned Ijefore 
being produced. Mr. Campbell's own statement of what occurred up to 
the moment of his fall was temperate and reliable, and one man has been 
convicted on it and sentenced to a year's imprisonment. I regret much 
that no more of the defendants could be punished. *^ 

• In none of the other cases was any^very serious bodily harm done, and 
the sentences have been in proportion. 

I mention this much, as the temper of the Ryots here is supposed to be 
more violent than it really is. In all these cases their object seems to have 
been to show determination enough to prevent the Planters from comin» 
to the village again, but not to revenge supposed injuries. The differ- 
ence appears to me material, and its record but just. 
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On the 7th I received at Bongong the reply of the Lieutenant-Governor 
to the Petition of the Lokenathpore Ryots. I published here, and for- 
WMPded to Mr. Maclean for publication, the enclosed Perwannah to the. 
Police, with Extracts from the Order. ^ « 

The Extracts appeared to be all that was of general importance in the 
Order, and the Perwannah will, I hope, be found to be in accordance with 
its spirit. 

The Order has already been beneficial. Some of the villagers, who 
had hitherto hesitated to act up to their agreements, have now expressed 
their willingness to do so, md one of the hostile Zemindars has sent con- 
GiHatory orders to his Byots. But on Syam Chunder's estates the Byots 
are as firm as before. They deny indeed that they have taken advances, 
but against this is the statement of Mr. Larmoiir's Assistant that he gave 
it to them with his own hand. This morning I learn that these Ryots 
interpret the Order as a prohibition to sow Indigo. I am not sorry 
therefore that I have already told both parties that for further interpreta- 
tions of the Law they must look to the Court alone. 

I have seen enough already of the risks attending such proceedings 
as the public expression of opinion through the Mofussil Police on 
matters of private interest in dispute.* Nothing, therefore, but the grow* 
ing strength and consequep^es of the rumour which, arising from such a 
step, has gained ground among the Ryots as to the hostility of Govern- 
ment to Indigo Planting^ould have induced me to counteract il by a 
second step, which must for a time embarrass my position with both par- 
ties still further than I found it to be on my airival in the Zillah by the 
first. • 

Bu{ the sonsequences had abready become important. To the Planters 
indeed they '^ere vital, and they threatened to become serious to the pub- 
lic peace of the District on the first fall of rain, and that was already 
falling. 4 

Under these circumstances the Perwannah* will, I hope, meet your 
approbation and that of the Government. 

W. J. Herschel, 

Officiating Magistrate, 

Uth March I860. 



t 
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P. 5. — I have received, since writing the above, a note from Mr. 
Maclean, reporting a circumstance which, imless I can induce the Planters 
to prove their disavowal of its origin, may, I much fear, complicate 
mattery exceedingly in the Damoorhoodah Sub-Division. A few nights 
ag«, on the 7th and 8th, the Village of Doodhpethley was fired, and 
twenty-eight houses were burnt down. The circumstances leave litde 
room for doubt that the act was one of incendiarism. From previous 
occurrences it is natural to attribute it to the agency of the Lokenathpore 
Factory. This is the conclusion to which the Ryots have at once come. 
Two men, of low standing indeed, attached tojhe factory, are named by 
the Ryots. It is hardly credible that any Englishman can have given 
orders for such a deed, but it is not impossible that it may have been com- 
mitted for the express purpose of inducing an explosion of feeling by 
third parties. I have written to Mr. Meares, suggesting either the offer 
of a high reward by the Planters for the discovery of the offender, or if 
possible, a subscription in favor of the sufferers. Unfortimately the pro- 
perty destroyed is estimated at 5,000 Rupees. 

W. J. Herschel, 
^ OJimatiiig Magistrate, 



From A.. B. Young, Esq., Secretary to the GoyemmQ^t of Bengal, to the Commis- 
Bioner of the Nuddea Division,— (^o. 1024, dated Fort William, the 19th 
March 1860.) 

Sib, 

I AM directed to acknowledge the receipt of y6ur letter No. 
70Ct., dated the 12th instant, enclosing in original Mr. Herschel's 2nd 
Weekly Report on the state of the Indigo Districts in Zillah Nuddeai 
and in reply to inform jt)u that the Lieutenant-Governor approves of 
your proposal to appoint Mr. McNeil temporarily to the charge of the 
Bongong Sub-Division, which he has been directed to join with as little 
delay as possible. 

2. The Lieutenant-Governor desires to be furnished with copies of 
the orders passed on all the cases under trial, and which have been tried 
since Mr. Herschel took charge of the Sub-Division, connected with dis- 
putes between the servants of Indigo factories and Ryots. 



\ 
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3. The original enclosure of your letter is herewith returned as re- 
quested, a copy being kept for record in this Office. ^ 



Fxom A. Gbotx, Esq., Commissioner of the Nuddea Division, to the Secretary to 
the Government of Bengal, Fort William,— (No. 7, dated Kishnaghor, the 
2$th March 1 860.) * 

With advertance to para. 2 of your letter No. 1024, of the 
19th instant, I have the honor to forward herewith, in original, the deci- 
eions-of Mr. Herschel, Officiating Ma^trate of Nuddea, in cases con- 
nected with disputes between the servants of Indigo factories and 
Ryots. 

2. I request the favor of your returning the original enclosures 
when done with. * 



Fkosecutor. 


G. H. Hyde. 

1* 


His Witnenes. 




• 

• 

• 


1. Moteelal B07. 6. Badan Shekh. 

2. Izhar Mondut 6. Bori Mohammed, 
8. Jarif Mundul, 7. Moonshee Shekh. 
4. Pheltc^londul, 8. Mokarim MunduL 

11. Amir Mundul, 9. Nasim Mundul« 

12. Jarif Sirdar, 10. Badan Ehamar. 

13. Safardi Sirdar. 


Their Witnesses. 


• 


Crime charged. 


• 



Proceedings. 

George Hamilton Hyde^ — sworn before the Officiating Magistrate of 
Kuddea, 5th March 1860.<^On the morning of the 17th of February^ 

53 
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went to Foolsurra to measure certain Indigo lands. I measured there 
for some time, and then went on to Panchpotha and commenced 
measuring there. Moteelal Roy came out mounted on horseba<5t^ith 
sdln^SO men. They surrounded me. Four or five of them caught the 
horse by the bridle, and Moteelal coming up made a blow at me with his 
stick. It struck the horse on the back, and at the same time I gave the 
horse the spurs, and the others were shaken off, and I got off to Gye- 
ghatta. As I went I was pelted by clods, one of which broke in my 
Bolah hat, (hat produced, broken on the rim ;) I was hit in several places 
on the body, and my horse also, and I was obliged to ride hard for the 
factory. I have not dared to leave it since ; I mean, not to visit the 
fields. I have been obliged to keep to the roads. The Ameen* and 
the Kalashee were seized and taken to the Pharee at Belta. I rode in 
to Eashnaghur next morning to complain to the Magistrate, and was instruc- 
to put in my petition to the Darogah as the case was being investigated 
by him. * 

Questioned by the Court. — Did any but the two men, your Ameen and 
Khalashee, accompany you ? 

One more, the thikka Khalashee. We were only four men altogether ; 
I positively swear this. 

"Whose fields are those on which you went to measure ? 

The fields belonged to the Kyots of Panchpotha ; I don't know to which 
one m particular. 

Then what did you go to do, not knowing whose field it was ? 

We make advances to the By^ of a particular village to sow Indigo. 

The Ameen and his Khalashees go to the village after the advances are 
over, and with the Eyot measure the land for which he has tuken advance. 
I afterwards test the measurements to see that the factory \i fairly treated 
as well as the Ryot. These lands had been advanced for and measured 
with the Ryots' consent before I went. I took ouWthe Jarif Chitta with me, 
• which is a note-book compiled by the Ameen, showing the name of the 
Kyotand the extent of land which he has engaged to cultivate. 

Had you picked out any particular field for measurement in this case? 

No ; the asstdt was made before I had time to do it. 

Could you recognize any one of the defendants ? 

I coiild recognize Moteelal Roy, but no others. 

Do you charge any others ? 

No, I don't know them nor their names. ThrParogah, in his inqmry, 



\ 



( "5 ) . ' 

liaa found the riot proved against 6 or 7 men, whose names I don't know, 
but I wish to prosecute them as well. 

£mi Mohammed. — Defendant, present, asks no specific question. 

Nasimooddeen, — ^The same. • • 

Mokarim, — Asks what mischief he has done to the Saheb for which he 
is charged. It is explained him that he is charged as one of the riotous 
assembly which beat him and pelted him. 

Kalachand Shekh Wit. — As above recognizes 3, Safarid Sirdar. 13, 
12, 2, first seized the bridle, and 1, a servant of Syam Chunder Pal 
came up on horseback, and taking a lattee from a lattial, &c. 

Questioned by defendant JlfoArartTTi. — ^Does not know whether Safarid, 
Jarif Sirdar, Izhar ^lundul and Jarif Mundul were in l^ishnaghur or not 
that day ; knows they were at the Saheb's horse's head that day. 

Dabnatk Base. — ^As above ; recognizes 1, 3, 2, 12, 13, as seizing the 
bridle. Besides as concerned in the row generally, 9, 10, 5, 7. 

Sadhoo Khalaahee — 1 2, 12, 13, 3, seized the bridle. * Besides fliese 
11, 8, 2, 3, 13, 12. 

6tA March. — George Hyde^ re-examined. — Eecognizes Moteelal, pre- 
sent, distinctly, and believes he recognizes Izhar, but cannot be certain. 

Dehnath Basiu — Eecognizes 1, 2, 3, 12, 13 ; 1, struck at the Saheb with 
a stick and the others seized his bridle. 

SadhoOy Khalashee. — Ditto ditto. 

Kalachand Shekh, — Ditto ditto ; has known them all for a long time. 

26th March 1860. — Moteelal, Defendant (6th March at Bongong) 
denies ; says he has nothing to do with Indigo. Why should he beat the 
Saheb ? Calls witnesses to prove that*** he did not beat." 

Witnesse^ioT Moteelal, Defcndtrnt — In Phalgun on 5th or 6th, I went 
to buy rice at Motcclars house ; Soojjaddie Mundul came also. I bought 
the rice and went home. Moteelal fought with no one. It is half a mile 
from there to where the*Saheb had the row. 

Soojjaddie Mundul. — As above — Leaving Motee's house I saw a tow^ 

)ing on, and saw the Saheb with some Ryots quarrelling. Saw the 

iheb push Nasim ; the Ryots protested and seized the servants of the 
Saheb. 

Decision. — Putting the two cases together, it Is abimdantly clear that 
Mr. Hyde went accompanied only by 3 measuring servants to measure 
certain lands, and was surrounded by a considerable body of Ryots, who, 
led by Mooteelal, Defendant, drove Mr. Hyde off with blows of sticks 
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and clodd, and seized two of the servants attending him, whom they car* 
ried off prisoners to -the Thanna. The last witness's statement tends 
to show that some provocation was given for the assault by the plnitiff 
hawig pushed Nasim. But this statement is very different from that made 
by the witnesses for the counter-charge, and is evidently introduced only 
to throw in a doubt on the case. I consider that Mr. Hyde's statement is 
quite intact, and as the cUibi is as usual worthless, an4 was not even urged 
at the time the defence was taken, I convict Motee of the crime charged, 
and considering that he was the first to strike a blow, which did not hit 
the plaintiff; that he had, according to his own statement nothing to do 
with the dispute, and that it was in his power, and that of the mob if 
they chose to order Mr. Hyde off, to have done so without resorting to 
violence, I sentence him to three months' imprisonment and a fine of 50 
Bupees, in default of which he will be imprisoned for three months 
more, and for each period of imprisonment he will pay a fine of 10 
Bupees, or labor in default, till the fine be paid or the sentence expire. 

W.J. Herschel, 
26th March 1860. Offg. MagistraU. 



The remaining defendants present, Izhar Mimdal, Jariff Mundal, Jaxif 
Sirdafi Saf arid Sirdar plead alibi at Eishnagu^h on the day in question. 
But on referring to the petition, it appears to have been presented on the 
18th, whereas the assault took place on the 17th February. The fact of 
the presentation of this petition makes' me more inclined to believe the 
witnesses for the prosecution than before, and I convict the defendants 
of having joined in the riotous assault on the plaintiff. * 

^ I find that the punishments inflicted at Bongong have had their due 
effect in preventing violence on a subsequent occasion, I will not 
punish these defendants s<J strictly. The seizure of the servants forms 
no part of the charge. ^ 

They are sentenced each to a fortnight's simple imprisonment. 

W. J. Herschel, 
26<A March 1860. # Offg. MagistraU, 
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Kasimooddeen, the same ; to take effect on the conclusion of his pre^ 
sent teim. 
— ^ W. J. Herscb^l, 

26th March i860. Ofg. Magistrqte.^ 



J. S. Campbell, a native of Scotland, being duly sworn by the Bibloi 
sajeth, that — I anf an Assistant in the Bengal Indigo Company, living at 
Jypoor Factory. On the 5th January 1860, I went to test the measure- 
ment at Noyhattah. I had measured about sixteen hands, when all the 
Syots came out from the village of Noyhattah with 'spears and lattees, 
ntimbering about some 200 men, and I saw a man on horseback, a red 
Iiorse, giving orders to the lattials to take me and my«Gomastah, Eogoo- 
money Mookherjeya, prisoners. The name of this man I ascertained to 
be Nobin Biswas, Gomastah of Syam Chunder Pal Chowdry, zemindar. 
They took the Gomastah, Ameen, Bheemchand Paulit, Mosahdy Eha- 
lasee, and Jibun Sheik, ticca Elhalasee, and were about to take me' only 
I succeeded to get away from them on horseback. They j^ent in near 
eul to intercept me in the next village, but I succeeded to get there 
before. I saw my Gomastah, An^een and Ehalasees taken prisoners. 
About five hours afterwards the people came back to me that they were 
kept in duresse vile in Nowboteah bazar, in whose house I cannot say, 
and after five hours let go. It was about 9 o'clock in the morning when 
all this happened. I did not know any of the Assistants* names, neither 
could I recognize any of them, but my Officers, who were taken prison- 
ers, know them and covld recognize them. I had no other witnesses on 
the spot except my Gomastah and the other men who were with me and 
who suffere;^. I think Syam Chunder Pal Chowdry had instigated the 
Syots to attack me and my servants, and thereby not allowing us t|^ea- 
Bore the lands. I understand that the above zemindar has been boimd 
over to keep the peace towards the Bengal Jndigo Company for a year, 
which year has not expired yet. . • ^ 

Taken befoi^me this day, the 11th January 1860, at Chobeea. 

J. S. Campbbll. 
Hbnbt Maclean, 

Deputy Magistrt^^ 
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7th March. — Sworn again. 

I recognize the man present, as the man whom I saw on horseback, 
(Nobin Biswas* is pointed out.) -^— 

By pefendant. — I think you were dressed in white, you were ahead 
of jthe others. I never saw you before. 

Bj/ the Court I saw him under circumstances 

that made a stroijg impression at a 

How then can you swear to him very short distance, about 40 yards 

now ? oflF, and I am positive this is the 

man. 

• 

Decision, — On looking over Mr. Campbell's evidence before the 
Deputy Magistrate. I find that he stated then that he could not recognize 
any of his Assistants. He n^y have meant that he did not recognize 
them at the time, but could if he saw them again, but when the evidence 
against a prisoner rests, as in this case, solely on the statement of one man, 
(I reject the witnesses as worthless in this as in the other case) it is essential 
that it should not be open to any misinterpretation or doubt. The point 
noted is certainly enough to throw a doubt over any recognition, and 
though I doubt not that Mr. Campbell trusts his own judgment now in 

recognizinff the prisoner,* it is not fair to the latter to 

• Nobin Biswas. , i 

rest on that alone. 
I acqidt the prisoner. 

* W. J. Hersghel, 
OJlciating Moffistrate. 
26th March 1860. 



The information and deposition of James Stuart Campbelf, taken on 
#oath before me, Edward Drummond, Magistrate and Justice 
of the Peace in and for the District of .Nuddea, on the 4th 
February 1860. • 
\)n the morning of the 3rd, yesterday, I went to re-m^ure the Indigo 
lands in Bandarkhola village, which belongs to Sham Chimder Pal Chow- 
dry. I re-measured all the lands ; after doiag so, I was proceeding by the 
road to the next village of Rossoolpore, when I was attacked by about 200 
men armed with lattees and spears. ^Bby immediately surrounded me, 
and the lattials beat my horse on the head, which .caused him to rear, and 
fall ugon me ; at the same time they struck me a severe blow with a lattee 
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Do you know exactly who struck 
you? 

Wty did they thus attack you ? 



( 419 ) ^ ' 

on the right shoulder, and after I was down, beat me severely on the small 
of the back. I was stunned by the severe beating and the fall of the horse, 
ancflay there insensible ; after I recovered my senses, the whole of them 
were out of sight. I imagine I must have lain there without «ny hat 
(topee) in the sun for an hour. I then got up and went to Kurrispore ; "my 
horse was scampering all over the country, and the Kyots of Kurrispore 
caught him for me* 

Do you know the names of any of Yes, Eadee Biswas, Tazoo M\m- 
those who attacked you? dul, Napal Mimdid, Jaheer Mun- 

dul. The leaders were Nobin Bis- 
was, Dinonath Mitro, Bhobim Mo- 
• • hun Mitro. 

He was a lattial, I should know 
him perfectly if I saw him. 
At the instigation of Sham Chun- 
der PalChowdry.^Heisthe Zemin- 
dar of that village, and wants the 
lands himself, but his Ryots have 
taken their advances from us in the 
factory. These villages were per- 
fectly quiet, took their advances 
and measured off their lands, until 
the issue of a perwannah*by the 
Deputy Magistrate of Kalarooah, 
to say that the Ryots need not sow 
Indigo unless they liked. The Ryots 
were led to believe that it was a 
Government order not to sow Indi- 
go, as it was issued by a (jfovem- 
ment servant. 

I hfve written the names in the 
Bengalee petition of those who 
were with me, and saw the affair. 

I believe they are distributed to 
the number of about 8 or 10 in 
each of the zemindar's villages. 
In Thannah Goburdangah. 



Was any one with you when you 
were attacked ? ♦ 

Do you know if there be any as- 
semblage of lattials anywhere near 
the spot now ? ▼ 

In what Thannah ar» these vil- 
lages ? 
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How far off is the Thannah ? 



About 12 or 14 miles, but the 
Pharree of Bongong is about 4 or 5 
miles off only, and the Naib D&ro- 
gah was at the time within a mile 
or two of the attack. 



February 4<A, 1860. 



£. Dbttmmond, 

Magistrate. 



James Campbell^wom 6th March 1860. 



Did you know the Defendants 
whose names you liave given by 
name before this, or had you ascer- 
tained their names since when 
you gave your deposition ? 

Can you recognize any of the 
men here present ? 



Had you seen NobinChunder 
that da^? 

By Mokhteear for 1, 2, 3. 

When did you ascertain these 
names? 

How much had you measured in 
Bhandarkhola ? 

From where you were beaten, in 
which direction do Bhanddtkhola 
and Belta bear from whence you say 
these lattials came ? 



Where were your servants at 
the time ? 

W^e they also surrounded ? 



I did not know their names be- 
fore — I ascertained them from my 
servants. 



I recognize Jahur Mundul (point- 
ing him out)as the man who knock- 
ed me off the horse, t. e., who struck 
ike horse. — I do not recognize any 
of the others. 

No, I do not remember seeing 
him ; my servants tell me they saw 
him. 

%The next day. 
28 or 30 Bunds. 

I was going towards Bossoolpore, 
Bhandarkhola was on my left about 
ft stone's throw off, and Belta was in 
the same direction about 1^ milea 
off; I could not see Belta through 
Bhandarkhola. 

9hej were round about me at 
speaking distance. 

Yes. 
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Could 70U distinguish between 
lattials and Byots ? 



The only way to tell alattialis 
by his latti. A great many had 
lattees, and many had spears. 

W. J. Hebschel. 
OjffUAating MagUtrate. 



I have examined Mr. Campbell's body. He has the mark of a severe 

latty blow or blows on his shoulder, and a mark of slighter nature on 

the small of the back. 

E. Dbummokd, 

MagUtnxU. 
February ^th 1860. • 



Prosecutor. 


James CampbelL 


His WitnesBee. 






{ 1. Nc^in Biswas. 5. Tazoo MunduL 
J 2. Dinonath Miter. 6. Napal MnnduL 
j 3. Bhooban Mohun Miter. 7. Janeer MunduL 
\ 4. Hadee Biswas. 




Their Witnesses. 

• 




Crime charged. 

• 


• 



Pbogeedings. 

James CampbeU — ^Deposes that he had been measuring the lands of 

Bhandarkhola village (belonging to Syam Chunder Pal) for Indigo, the 

Byots being under engagement to him, and was going along the road to 

Bossoolporej when he was surrounded by some 200 lattials, who knocked 

faim off his horse, (hit the horse so that he reared and fell over,) beat him 

severely as he lay on the ground, and left him for senseless. Names 

Defendants 1 to 7, 1, 2 anc^S being leaders. 

Por examination see original 

54 
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Moeahii /SfteM.— As above. Says, as we were going, Nobin, 1, 2, and 3, 
came and said ^' Beat the Sabeb and drive him off, it is Syam Chxinder'iB 
order;" accordingly they did so, and Hadee (4) struck the S^eVs 
hot s^ and Tazoo (5) struck the Saheb on the back, and Napal Mundul 
(6) struck him also, and he fell off the horse, then 7 struck the Saheb. 
We ran off and could not see who else beat him. They then left, and 
the Saheb lay there. Names some score of others. 

Examined. — ^We were not surrounded with the Saheb— we were out- 
side the crowd. 

The Saheb asked us what we could tell, and we said what we had seen. 
I was asked separately. 

The Defendants 1, 2, 3, were in clean clothes, as now they were 
among the lattials — I had not seen them before that day. 

Kalu Siekhy Ehalashee. — 4, struck the horse, same as above ; names 
a score of others. 

JBheemchancU Malik. — As above — ^positively swears that all three 
1, 2 and 3, called out to do it as it was Syam Chunder's order. 

Sihdoyal Syce, — As above. 

Jaheer Mundul's defence to be taken, the others released. 

Defendant Jaheer Mundul pleads ^Ubi at Belta. 

Poratij Burhmdaze, — On the 22nd of Magh, at 9 o'clock, defendant 
was in his own house at Belta. 

Lasutalij Burhindaze^ ditto. — I was going through Palla to Belta. At 
Belta \ was passing Jaheer's house, where I saw Jaheer measuring out 
mustard seed to Sonai Mimdul. 

Haran^ Chokeedar. — ^Ditto, ditto^ — I was going back from Palla to 
Belta, and saw the mustard, measured out. •^ 

•iSbnat, Chowkeedar. — ^Ditto, as to time; Dtdleecame to nre^ calling out, 
Izzat and Poran call you. I said, why ? They said Mr. Larmour's people 
are gathered together, hence you are called. I went to the burkundazes, 
who took me towards the lattials and called out dohai. The lattials fled. 
*I returned to Belta, and passing thuough Jaheer's house went to dke Naib 
Darogah. Saw Jaheer measuring out mustard to Sonai. I went and 
reported to the Darogah. 

Sonai. — ^Day the same aboutj Jaheer was measuring mustard up to noon. 



Decision. 
*Pie evidence of the witnesses is evidently not to be relied on, when 
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they charge Nobin Biswas and the two other zemindaree servants with 
giving the orders for the attack. Had there been any such leadership 
amonff the defendants — ^particularly had Nobin, a very short stout man, 
of high caste appearance, been present in the front rank of the assail- 
ants, clothed as described in clean white clothes, and calling out \n. the 
tone of authority alleged — it is quite impossible but that Mr. Campbell 
must have seen it and noticed it. Nobin too was known to Mr. Camp- 
bell by sight, he having seen him to recognize him on a previous occasion 
when he was assaulted. I cannot therefore look on the witnesses pro- 
duced as other than reckless assertors of what they think best for the 
interests of the case, and I set their evidence aside altogether. That 
.the assault took place, however, is beyoifl dispute : Mr. Campbell bore 
the marks of it when he appeared at Kishnaghur. It seems, however, 
from Mr. Drummond's description of the bruises that Mr. Campbell must 
have lost his senses through the fall from the horse, and that the beating 
was not a repeated one. A lattee blow leaves on a white skin an im- 
mistakeable mark and there was only one mark of a severe blow*** or 
blows on the shotUder,^^ (there coidd not well have been more than two 
blows on the same spot,) and of one slighter one on the small of the 
back. These two blows coincide exactly with Mr. Campbell's description 
of the beating he got before he fell from his horse and lost his senses. 
That his body showed no other marks is, I think, conclusive evidence that 
he was not beaten after he was down. 

This very materially affects the guilt of the Defendants, and igakes it 
• much less than Mr. Campbell evidently thought it to be. 

I rely fully on Mr. Campbell's recognition of the Defendant Jaheer, 
and tl^ witnesses for the aliK have evidently no ground for one and all 
remembering the date on which they saw Defendant measuring mustard, 
so that the alibi is worthless. 

I convict Defendant of having been the first to seize Plaintiff's bridle 
in a riotous assault committed on him, and sentence him to six months* 
impris^unent and 100 Rupees fine,.in default of which he will be im-i 
prisoned for 6 months more ; for each six months he will pay a fine of 
25 Rupees, for the first within 7 days, for the second pn the first day of 
the term), in defaidt of which he will labor till the fine be paid or the 
sentence expire. 

W. J. Herschel, 

7th March 1860. * Ofiiciating Magiitrati. 
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Froeecutor, 


George Hyde. 


• 
• • 


BekaooiOa. 




(1. Madoo MoDah. 
-12. Beeshoo MoUah. 
(3. Aasunooddeen Mollah. 



Their witnesBes. 



Crime charged. 



Proceedings. 



PUmtiff stoom. Deposes that he went to measure certam lands in the 
village of Gogeshpore, when a body of some 50 Kyots assembled from 
the neighbouring three villages of Gogeshpore, Mirzapore and Damhattee. 
A Ryot of the name of Madoo MoUah (1) gave orders to pelt him with 
clods, and Defendants 2 and 3 did so and hit his horse. He had to turn 
away to save himself. 

Btkfioolla^ witness — ^Is an Indigo Ehalashee. Qn the 5th Magh went with 
the PUbtiff and others to Mirzapore where we measured the lands. Then 
proceeding at 9 o'clock to Gogeshpore the party began to measure, 
some 30 or 40 Ryots of the neghbouring villages came round the Saheb 
and at I's order 2 and 3 pelted hun, both clods hit the horse« The 
Saheb went off to Baragurreea. The others were prepare4 to pelt hiin 
too. Recognizes the three prisoneps. 

By Madoo. — ^I saw you give the order. 

'Damhattee ^is about | ,of a mile off, Gogeshpore about 
2 stones' throw, I knpw all three of old ; have see^ them 
fully 25 limes *, no row before the pelting. 

Hosseindee^ — ^ilL 

Bamtaran Chatterjee. — ^As above, recognizes all three. 

Azimooddeeuy Defendant — Denies ; ignores it altogether ; says the Plain- 
tiff never went to his village ; Uves in Damhattee. I went to Gantee 
on the Ist Magh and returned on the 18th Ms^h. 



. By 

and Bishoo. 
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By ike Courty — I have no quarrel with BekaooUa nor with Eamtaram. 

MadOf Defendant — ^Denies, says it is entirely a false case ; offers an 
ibi at Neemtola all the 5th Magh. • 

Beeshoo Mollahj Defendant — Denies. Doesn't know why he is charged. 
Was with Madoo all the 5th. 

Witnesses to alibi of Madoo and Beeshoo. 

Bam Koomar Napit, Defendant — Came and bought grass in Neemtolla 
on the 5th of Magh. I shaved them ; they staid and ate there, and went 
away in the evening. 

Examined, — I was told on that day by (hesitates) Eahmat Mimdul that 
it was the 5th, otherwise I .would not have known it. I don't know 
what date it is now. 

Kcmhai if undid. — On the 5th, I and Haran Moolawent to Neemtolla to 
Rahmat Mundul's house ; reached there in the evening and saw Madoo 
MoUah, who settled the value of the grass for us. Examined about 
particulars as to dates; only knows the 5th, because Bahmat said the sale 
is effected, to day is the 5th. Does not know why he said to-day is the 5th. 

Another witness — ^Equally vague. Admits that he only knows it was 
about that time. 



Decision. 



The case is so clear th^t I need not recite any reasons for holding the 
Defendants guilty of the crime charged, an<^n the degrees assigned. 
I convict Modoo and Beeshoo, the former as instig|ator of a riotous 
assault on Mr. Hyde, and considering that whether legally employed or 
not, tbe plaintiff was measuring lands in a perfectly peaceable manner, 
and that if the defendants had chosen they might have warned the 
plidntiff off without resorting to violence. I sentence them as follows : 

Madoo MoUah to 3 months' imprisonment, and a fine to be paid in 7 
days of 25 Bupees, in default of which to l^bor till the fine be paid or 
the sei^tence expire. • 

Beeshoo Mollah, to the same period of imprisonment, and the same 
condition on non-payment of a fine of 10 rupees. 

W. J. Hebschel, 
Officiating Magistrate. 
6th March 1860. 
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The defence of Azimooddeen has been given to day and takes the 
same form of an alibi; Defendant says he went to buy cattle, but falling 
ill at a friend's house returned home without doing so. I do not see 
wh^ he should not have bought his cattle after his recovery, if they were 
to be nad in that neighbourhood. 

I discredit the aliK, and sentence the prisoner to 3 months' imprison- 
ment and a fine of 10 Rupees, payable in 7 days, in default of which he 
is to labor tiU the fine be paid or the sentence expire.* 



W. J. Hebsghel, 
OffidaHng MagistraU. 



7th March 1860. 



Prosecutor,... ... ... 



Crime Charged, 



Goyemment on information of Mr. Lanoour. 







His Witnesses, 




Defendants, 


Haniff Shekh, Nihnoney Kowra. 


Their Witnesses, 

• 


• 



Pboceedinos. 



9^ February^ — ^Darogah reports that while inquiring into Mr. Camp- 
bell's case at the village of PaUa he was informed by the Gomashta of 
Mr. Larmour that there were men assembled at the house of Ishan 
Mookeijee ; that he went and found them there, but could only seize 
two, the rest having bolted. 

2 Witnesses prove the capture of the two prisoners and the flight of 
others. 

Paran Khatiy burkundaze, accompanied the Darogah to arrest the 
jamaiat bust as above. 
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2 9A«r Burkundazes ihe same. 

NUmomf defendant, says he had been carrying a pack for Dinosambho 
Naib of the Tillage of Palla, calls witnesses. 

JBamf Skekhy — Denies; says he was ill and went to show himself to jiim 
when he was seized. 

Decision. 

4 

There is nothing in the evidence to show that these men are lattials, or 
were assembled to commit a breach of the peace. Neither of them 
liave the appearance of lattials, and I must therefore acquit them. The 
Darogah will however take up a charge of vagrancy against them, and if 
they cannot show that they have an honest livelihood,^he will send them 
up to give security. 

W. J. Herschel, 
Officiating MagistraU. 
6«A March 1860. 



From A. Gbots, Esq., Commissioner of the ITuddea Diyision, to the Secretary to 
the Goyemment of Bengal,— (No. 7lCt.| dated the ISth March 1860.) 

SXE, ^ * 

I HAVE the honor, as requested, to* lay before His Honor the 
following report on the state of things in Zillah Nuddea, which has been 
much exaggerated in the daily an^ other papers published during the 
last fortnight. 

2. SincQ*the beginning of February, the villagers in parts of Messrs. 
Hill's Concern have been manifesting a determination to sow no more 
Indigo. More recently this feeling has spread to the Lokenathpore and to 
several villages of the Mulnath Concern, and in some cases it has led to 
noisy demonstrations, which have Caused alarm and given rise to the 
reports of outrages. 

3. To be specific, I will trace a few of these reports to their probable 
origin. They relate for the most part to occurrences in the Damoorhoo- 
dah Sub-Division, and my information regarding them is derived from 
Mr. Assistant Magistrate Maclean, who joined that station towards the 
end of February. 



% • ( 428 ) 

4. The story of the biiming of the Lokenathpore Factory alluded to by 
one newspaper correspondent reduces itself in Mr. Meares' letter to me to 
the partial burning of an out-factory at Eajooreah. This act was ascribed 
to jncendiaries, and a complaint was made accordingly to the Magistrate 
at Kisnnaghur, but none was made to the local Police, and the factory 
did not push this charge laid before the Magistrate. There is nothing, 
says Mr. Maclean, to show that the fire was not accidental. 

5. The charge of misconduct brought by the same factory against 
a Police Darogah was not substantiated to Mr. Maclean's satisfac- 
tion, but he has sent the case to the Magistrate for final orders. The 
best Darogah in the district has since been .transferred to the Damoorhoo- 
dah Thannah. 

6. The demonstration against the Peerpore Factory was a fact. A 
riotous party from Chooadangah approached this factory, but dispersed of 
itself and quietly. This occurred before Mr. Maclean joined his Sub- 
Division, and was not reported to me till a day or two ago. 

7. The impression which Mr. Maclean says apparently caused this and 
other demonstrations was an apprehension, perfectly groundless, on the 
villagers' part that the factory would attack them. 

8. The attacks on Mr. Larmour's assistants, Messrs. Hyde and Camp- 
bell, were by villagers whose lands had been measured for Indigo. In 
both cases they were bold and unwarrantable. One man only could be 
identined in Mr. Campbell's case, and he has been punished. 

9. The Magistrates, both of Nuddea and Jessore, declare to the gene- 
ral prevalence of an impression among the villagers that Government is 
opposed to the cultivation of Indigo. In my letter of the 10th February, 
I reported on this subject, and laid before His Honor Ai^.-Larmour's 
letter praying for the issue of a Government Notification counteractory 
of such a misimpression. I stated the result of my demi-official refer- 
ences to Mr. Beid, who had been marching through the Indigo country, 
and to Mr. Drummond who had at ficst advocated a Notification. I gave 
my voice against the issue of one, because the Eallarooah Deputy Magis- 
trate's injudicious order to which the false impression was ascribed was 
already some five months old, and because supposing this order to have 
been the real source of the mischief, it would be difficult after such a 
lapse of time to word another which should simply have the effect of 
coxmteracting it. 
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10. As however the excitement and mutual mistrust appeared to be 
spreading, I took advantage of the Government order on the Jojnrampore 
▼iUag^rs' petition directly it reached me, and ordered its*publication to 
ftll parties. This order was calculated at least to undeceive those Rjrots 
who had taken advances of the impression said to have been produced pn 
them by the Deputy Magistrate's order, that they were at liberty to repu- 
diate their obligations; I have since had an interview with Mr. Herschel at 
Gyeghattah, and have reason to think that this publication will have a 
good efTect. 

11. But I regret to have to add that Mr. Herschel received a letter 
yesterday evening from Mr. Maclean in which the occurrence of a disas- 
trous fire in a village near Lokenathpore is reported. This is imfortunate, 
as it has at once been ascribed by the people to the factory underlings. 

12. At the request of several Planters in the Damoorhoodah Sub- 
Division Police Burkundazes have been, stationed at their factories, and 
I have told Mr. Maclean to order down a small party of thg Police Corps if 
he thinks it necessary to strengthen the Thannah Police. I quite agree, 
however, with him and Mr. Herschel that no aggressive acts on the part 
of the villagers are at present contemplated; their object is to intimidate 
the Planters from attempting to^sow, and to resist such attempts 
if made. Such an attitude is, of course, sufficient to cause deep alarm 
and anxiety to those who have paid out large advances. 

13. In a further letter just received from Mr Herschel, I find it 
admitted that Mr. Meares had cause for complaint against the conduct 
of the Damoorhoodah Police. This has, as I have shown above, since 
been rectified. 



From A. B. Youno, Esq., Secretary to the Govemment of Bengal, to the Commis- 
sioner of the Naddea Division, — (No. 988, dated Fort William, the 17th March 
1860.) 

Sib, 

I AM directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter No. 
71Ct., dated the 13th instant, reporting upon the excitement at present 
prevailing in some parts of the Nuddea District, in connection with the 
cultivation of Indigo. 

2. It is satisfactory to the Lieutenant-Governor to learn, from the 
actual facts as reported hf you, that the state of afiairs in that District 
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has been much exaggerated in the representations made in the news- 
papers. 

3. The measures reported in paragraph 12 of your letter are approved. 
Although the local Officers and yourself agree in thinking that no 
ag^essive acts on the part of the villagers are contemplated, and the 
Lieutenant-Governor sees no reason to doubt the soundness of that 
opinion, yet if you consider it advisable, in order to be prepared for the 
possibility of things taking a worse turn, to have at hdnd, in any parts of 
the District, small bodies of a Police Battalion, his Honor will make 
such arrangements as are possible for strengthening the force of Military 
Police in your Division. 

4. You state that the object of the villagers " is to intimidate the 
Planters from attempting to sow, and to resist such attempts if made/' 
and very correctly remark that " such an attitude is sufficient to cause 
deep alarm and anxiety to those who have paid out large advances." 
Intimidation by force, or show of force, and the gathering of large 
riotous assemblages for such a purpose, will of course be put a stop to by 
the Police to the best of their power, and it is very desirable that 
wherever such intimidation is likely to be attempted the Police should be 
in strength. But the Lieutenant-Governor does not think it probable that 
either intimidation or violence will be resorted to where the villagers 
are properly advised by the Magisterial Officers and the Darogahs of 
Police, of the criminality of such conduct, and of the severe punishment 
by which it will assuredly be followed. 

5. Should persons willing to sow their lands with Indigo be, on that 
account, anywhere menaced by others, from bad feeling towards a fac- 
tory, or for any other reason, such pcraons should be specially protes^ted, 
and the leading men of those who thus lawlessly threaten them^should be 
apprehended and punished. 

6. If in any parts there should be reason to suppose that villagers who 
have contracted to cultivate Indigo are likely in a body to break their 
lawful engagements, it will be proper /or the Magistrate and every Police 
Officer, and indeed for every well-disposed and disinterested person, to 
spare no pains in showing such villagers the impropriety and dishonesty 
of such conduct; and the criminal character of a conspiracy to defraud 
an Indigo Planter, or any other person, in this manner, and the ruinous con- 
sequences to themselves if prosecuted by the injured party, should be care- 
fully pointed out to them. His Honor observe)! that Mr. Herschel has 



( 431 ) 

• 

already most properly urged, in the strongest manner, Ryots who have 
taken advances not to fail in- the fufiLoaent of their obligations, and he trusts 
that this line of conduct will have good effects. • 

7. 'whatever may be the causes of the quarrel which has broken out 
between some Indigo factories and the Ryots, those Ryots who may wish 
to disconnect themselves from the cultivation of Indigo, though fully justi- 
fied in declining to make new contracts, are bound to fulfil their existing 
engagements. In the mean time it is to be hoped that the matter may be 
settled amicably, by such concessions on one side or the other, or on both, 
as reason and f ahuess dictate, and as will result in the mutual advantage 
of both parties. No system of .trade can be safe or stable where the bar- 
gains are not for the profit of both parties ; and perhaps, in this view, 
both parties in this quarrel may be advised to their permanent advantage. 



w 
¥ 



From A. Gbote, Esq., Commissioner of the Nuddea Division, to the Secretary to 
the Government of Bengal,— (No. 78Ct., dated the 19th March 1860.) 

Sib, 

In reply to your letter I^o. 983, dated 17th instant, I beg to 
state for the information of his Honor the Lieutenant-Governor that the 
communications which I receive from Mr. Herschel represent the villagers 
about Jojrrampore as beiifg perfectly tractable and amenable to auti&ority. 
I have, however, as a matter of precaution directed Captain Raban to 
send a party of fifty men to the Damoorhoodah Thannah. 

2. I yesterday despatched fifty men imder Lieutenant Howard, of 
Captfin Kaban's Corps, to Bongong, to be ready should they be required 
to advance td the Kaloopole Thannah in Jessore. I took this step on a 
letter received on Saturday afternoon from Mr. Skinner, but I have 
doubts whether the services of the party will be required. I am expect- 
ing to hear further from Mr. Molony, and Mt. Herschel's third Weekly 
Keport will probably reach me to-morrow. 

3. Copy of your present instructions has been sent to all the Magis- 
trates, who have already been desired to use their influence to get existing 

' contracts carried out. In many cases they will, I have reason to think, be 
successful; in others however, the Ryots deny that they have become 
parties to any contract, anjl claim protection in the exercise of the option 
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which the late Government Orders have conceded to them. These are the 
cases respecting which I am anxiotiSy the practice having hitherto been for 
the Planters themselves to sow all the lands which the factory claimed " aa 
marked for" Indigo. Their attempts to do this in the present temper of 
the Ry^ts will be very likely to meet with opposition. 



From A. E. Young, Esq., Secretary to the Government of Bengal, to the Com- 
missioner of the Nuddea Division,— (No. 1058, dated Fort \]rilliam, the 21st 
March I860.} 

Sib, 

I AM directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, No. 
78Ct., dated the l^th instant, and in reply to inform you that the Lieu- 
tenant-Governor considers your Beport of the state of affairs in the 
Southern portion of your Division to be in some respects satisfactory. 

2. Your instinictions to Captain Rsiban, to send a party of fifty men 
from the Station of Nuddea to the Damoorhoodah Thannah^ as a precau- 
tionary measure, were very proper. The Lieutenant-Governor had an 
opportunity of conferring personally with Captain Raban yesterday, and 
arranged for his making up the Det&chment from Nuddea to a party of 
eighty m^ under a European Officer and a good Native Officer; so as 
to make it possible, if any necessity should arise, to break the Detach- 
ment kito two parties. - « 

3. The despatch of Sub-Lieutenant Howard with fifty more men of 
the 6th Battalion, from Head Quarters to Bongong, is entirely approved. 
A party will be supplied from the 4th Battalion, now in the Burdwan 
Division, to replace the party detached from the Station of NuddeiT. 

4. Two more Detachments, one of which will be imdeii a European 
Officer, are available from Captain Baban's Battalion ; and as their move- 
ment into the interior of the Nuddea District, towards the Jessore and 
Moorshedabad borders, can do no harm, and may inspire confidence, 
Captain Raban has been informed that he may expect further and 
specific orders from you regarding them immediately. 

5. These precautions are taken from no misgiving as to the correct- 
ness of the belief entertained by the District Officers and yourself that 
nothing is more improbable than the occurrence of any spontaneous act 
of aggression on the part of the Ryots. But wli^^re such a quarrel as this 
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lias broken out, and where such general excitement prevails, the Civil 
power, whose great object it must be to preserve the peace of the country 
under all circumstances, cannot Ift made too strong. And the concluding 
paragraph of your letter shows there is a possibility of a breach of the 
peace being provoked by others than Ryots. • * 

6. Should any MaAgers of an Indigo Factory appear likely to com- 
mit any unlawful act, such as cannot but exasperate not only Indigo 
Ryots, but all the -villagers of their neighbourhood, it will be well to 
endeavour, by quietly reasoning with them, to convince them not only of 
the penal consequences to themselves, and to those whom they may 
employ, should loss of life pr other serious calamity occur in the 
course of any imlawful proceeding of theirs, but also of the certain injury 
to the commercial interests of their factories which such imprudent con- 
duct will involve. These gentlemen, if they wiU take a calm view of 
their position, it is to be hoped, will see, that where there is a dispute 
as to the fact of an agreement between two parties, neither party can 
become the judge in his own cause, or be allowed to take the Law into 
his own hands. In the present temper of the villagers in some parts of 
^^[uddea an attempt of this nature might cause incalculable miscliief . 






No. 1082. 



Extract of paragraphe 1 to 4 forwarded for the information c4 the 
Inspector of Police Battalions in Bengal. 



* Copies of Messages forwarded by Electric Telegraph. 

From the Secretery to Goyermnent of Bengal, Calcutta, to the Magistrate of Hooghly, 

{dated 2ath March, 1860, 11 ▲. m.) 

How many of the Police Battalion has Lieut. Baker at Hooghly, 
and how many men could he take to Kishnagnur ? the ordinary Guards 
being taken by hired burkimdauzes. 



From Magistrate of Hooghly to Secretary to the Grovemment of Bengal. 

One himdred men are available if the Jail Guards are taken away : 
sixty without the Jail Guards, whom the Magistrate wishes to keep. 
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From A. B. Young Esq., Secretary to the Government of Bengal, to Sub-Lieiit9*< 
nant H. Bae£b, 4tli Bengal Police Battalion, Hooghly, — (Na 1047, dat 
the 21 Bt March 1860.) • 

"" I AM^ directed by the Lieutenant Governor to request that 
you will proceed immediately with sixty me|^ of the Detachment 
under your command to Kishnaghur, where your services are urgently/ 
required. 

No. 1048. 
Copy forwarded to the Inspector of Pojice Battalions for information. 



From C. S. Belli, IIsq., Magistrate of Hooghly, to the Secretary to the Govern- 
ment of Bengal,— (No. 154L, dated Hooghly the 22nd March 1860.) 

• 

Sib, 

I HAV« tlie honor to report for the information of Government 
that a Detachment of 60 men, with the usual complement of Non- 
commissioned Officers of the 4th Bengal Police Battalion, left this after- 
noon for Kishnaghur, in obedience to the orders conveyed to Sub- 
Lieutenant Baker, in your letter to that Officer No. 1047, of yester- 
day's dtj^ 

2. It is expected that the Detachment will reach Kishnaghur on 
Satur"flay, the 24th instant. 



From A. Gbote, Esq., Commissioner of «ihe Nuddea Division, to the Secretary to 
the Government of Bengal, — (dated the 2l8t March 1860.) * 

Sir, 

Herewith I beor to submit in ori<nnal the Nuddea Maristrate's 

DO O 

third Weekly Report, dated the 18th instant. 

2. I regret much to observe the remarks on the conduct of the Mana- 
gers of the Loknathpore Concern, the interests of which- cannot but 
suffer severely from their persistence in a course so unreasonable and 
so imsuited to the present crisis. 

3. The dispositions of the Military Police Corps which have lately 
been made, will have a good effect in strengthening the Magistrate's hands, 
and impressing on the Kyots' minds the warning which Mr. Herschel 
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ttientions his having found it necessary to convey to them. All non-planting 
landholders, having rents to collect in the villages in which excitement 
prevails, are equally interested with the Planter landholders In seeing the 
excitement cease. • 

4. I have heard from Mr. Skinner, who is encamped at Kaloopole 
Thannah, one of the piints to which I have sent up a Detachment of 
Military Police, that the Jojrrampore Putneedar has been instigating vil- 
lagers well disposed to sow, to join others who have expressed their reso- 
lution not to do so. This kind of intimidation, as I informed Mr. Her- 
schel some days ago, and as his Honor has since announced, is not to be 
tolerated. I at once telegraphed to Mr. Molony, who is by this time I 
hope in Mr. Skinner's camp, to take up and dispose of any tangible charge 
against the Putneedar. The latter has since been arrested and sent into 
Kishnaghur, where I have ordered him to be detained till I arrive there on 
Sunday next. 

M ■ I ^ 

o ^ -^ 

Third Weekly Report on the state of the Indigo I^Utricts in Nuddeoj from 

the 10th to nth March 1860. 

I HAVE this week visited the Damoorhoodah Sub-Division. The gene- 
ral impression is that the Ryots are much more determined here not to 
sow. The agitation is much stronger, and evidently better organized. 
The Mussulmans have the lead in the crowds, where their conduct is so 
much more passionate than are the acta of the Ryots, that I suspect the 
4real leadership must be in the hands of Hindoos. 

2. Mr. Maclean reports that October Plant is ** suffering greatly by 
cattle trespass. The villagers have no specific complaints. The Khajoorah 
Factory burning has been examined by the Darogah, who reports it an 
accidental fire (the extent of it has been already reported to you.) Two 
nights after, a stable was burnt down. The charge of incendiarism was 
rashly made on the word of an ignorant Chq^vkeedar, who has since 
directly contradicted himself. • • 

" The conduct of the Police has been much blamed in the public 

journals during the last fortnight, but a 

Note smt to Mr. Madean. ''.. . . , ,,, -, . m, 

" Tiie Chowkeedare frequenty hold oistmction should be made between village 

Indigo lands. This should be re- ^, , , i i ftn -r* i- rm 

xnedied. You should take up any rea- Ohowkeedars and the Ihanna rolice. ihe 

sonable information against Chow- , . r x-l r 'x-l ^r t> a • 

keedaxB, and if proved puniah them CO-OperatlOU Oi tiie lOrmer Wltn tne xtyotS IS 

**^^®^* described as misconduct on the part of 
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the latter. These are not proved to have taken part in any overt act ; 
and on one recent occasion I have reason to believe that the firmness 
of a single Burkundauze prevented a disturbance at Lokenatjipore. 
A A^iJIager had been summoned to the factory to continue his daily 
work, which since the present difference he had discontinued. Having 
gone to the factory he was severely thrashed by two men, one of whom 
has been sentenced to imprisonment for a month, the other being 
acquitted for want of proof. Another old man was [immediately 
afterwards ?] literally dragged to the factory, there beaten, and finally 
released by the Burkundauze, who prevented the villagers already 
assembled from resorting to violence, and volimteered to release the 
man from the factory. This case is under trial." 

Mr. Platts reports from Amghoopie that ** the excitement has reached 
•his Sub-Division. A strong demonstration was made by the Kyots against 
this factory. They dispersed without actually committing any act of 
violence, probably because the Planters were loading their guns ; but, says 
Mr. Platts, the intention of the Ryots is not clearly established, and I woidd 
look on it as nothing but a strong demonstration. A servant of the 
factory was well thrashed." 

3. The temper of the Europeans in the Loknathpore Concern is 
unfortunately aggressive, ofiering, I am glad to say, a marked contrast to 
that of the majority of Planters. Several of them have admitted the 
necessity of a reformation, and are now steering their course with 
prudence. Both Mr. Larmour and Mr. Forlong see that force is out of 
the question, and are endeavouring to maintain their position by 
showing consideration to the R;^ots. Mr. Meares, of Loknathpore, 
refuses any the slightest concession, and the Ryots are proportionately 
exasperated. I do not myself hold them altogether free from suspicion 
of having set fire to the Khajoorah Verandah, which I have very little 
doubt tvds the act of an incendiary. 

In regard to the Doodhpetley fire, I regret to say that Mr. Meares has 
shown no desire to remove the suspicion of the Ryots against the factory, 
a suspicion resting on grounds much stronger than in the Khajoorah case 
against the Ryots. 

The Ryots do not prosecute, but I have directed Mr. Maclean to offer 
a reward of Rupees 100 for the discovery of the offender. 

4. No further breach of the peace has occurred in any part of the 
District. 
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5. The conduct of the regular Police appears now to be f^. I 
have had no more complaints against any Police Officer from either side. 
The Police Officers with whom I have myself spoken describe the villager^ 
as perfectly amenable to authority. But I doubt whether an ordei; to 
BOW Indigo would be obeyed now. 

6. The Lieutenant-Governor's Proclamation was read out at Chooa- 
dangah to-day. The Kyots went away saying the order suited them, and 
they would not sow Indigo. 

7. In speaking to the Eyots I have always foimd them shirk the 
question, " Have you taken advances ?** Till lately, when pressed, they 
generally gave an absolute denial. Now they plead the injustice of the 
contract itself, saying they look on the money called advances by the 
factory as mere payment of their dues. Into this question I cannot of 
co\rrse enter. But neither can I help seeiag and warning the Ryots that 
in taking this line they are guided by passion as much as by reason. I 
eee also that many Zemindars and Putneedars are borrowing money now 
to meet the Quarter day ; and complaints of the difficulty of collecting 
rents are beginning. Something appears to me necessary, I do not say 
from higherauthority, but from the Police on the spot, to check the passion 
of the moment, and prevent its reachmg the large population who have 
nothing to do with Indigo. I have not thought it safe to entrust this to an y 
Parogah. The Native Police have orders to act up to their duty in pre- 
eerving the peace, but not toTdiscuss the questic«i with the Eyots, refemng 
them to Mr. Maclean or to myself, if the Proclamation be not enough. 

I shall watch the eflfect of the present excitement on the Hevenuo 
closely, and let you have particulars after the 28th. 

• 

• W. J. Hekschel, 

IStli March 1860, Officiating Magistrate . 



From A. E. ¥ouiro, Esq., Secretary to the Grovemment of Bengal, to the Com- 
misaioner of theNuddea Division,— (No. 1081, dated Fort William, the 52nd 
March 1860.) 

Sib, 

With veffdreme to your letter of yesterday's date, without 
number^ eubinitting the Mitgistrate of Nuddea ^ tliiid Weekly Report on 
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the state of his District, I am directed to inform you that instructions 
have been issued to Captain Miles, Commanding the 4th Police Battalion^ 
to proceed at^)nce to Alipore with the whole of his Battalion; and the 
Lieutenant-Governor is of opinion that Captain Raban, with the wliole of 
the remainder of his Corps now at Head Quarters, should proceed im- 
mediately to such place in the District of Nuddea as you may think best, 
to be at hand in case of any actual disturbance unfortunately breaking 
out. 



Copy of Message forwarded by Electric Telegraph. 

From the Secretaiy to the Goyemment of Bengal, Calcutta, to Captain MDe% 

Midnapore,— (dated 22nd March 11-30 ▲. m.) 

March with all your available men to Oolabarriah, where, if possible, 
a steamer will ineet you. If there is no Steamer, cross and march on to 
Alipore. Leave no Guard, except the Treasure Guard. The Magistrate 
must supply Burkundauzes for all other Guards. Telegraph when you 
will be at Oolabarriah. 



From Major Miles, Midnapore, to the Secretary to the Gk>Temment of Bengal, 

Calcutta,— (dated 23rd March, 6-30 a. m.) 

Your message of 11-30 a. m. yesterday only received at 9 t. M. We- 
start to-night with some three hun(}red and twenty men, and will be at 
Oolabarriah o^ Monday morning the 26th. v 



From A. E. Young, Esq., Secretary to the Government of Bengal, to the Secre- 
tary to the Government *bf India, Home Department, — (No. 1108, dated Fort 
William, the 22nd March 1860.) " 

Sir, 

The Lieutenant-Governor directs me to report, for the infor- 
mation of the Hon'ble the President in Coimcil, certain recent occur- 
rences in some Districts of Lower Bengal, indicating great excitement 
in connection with the cultivation of Indigo*^; and to explain the mea- 
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Bures which have been taken for preventing a breach of the peace, and 
for restoring order if any outbreak shoidd unfortunately obcur. 

2. It will be seen, from the accompanying copy of cojrrespondence, 
that, immediately upon his return to the Presidency on the 10th instant, 
tlie attention of the Lieutenant Governor was directed to reports r^ard- 
ing misunderstandings existing between Indigo Planters and the Ryots 
connected with Indigo Factories in some parts of the District of Nud- 
dea, which were represented to be likely to lead to disagreeable conse- 
quen^gp. The same subject was pressed upon the attention of the 
Lieutenant-Governor by a Petition of the Indigo Planters' Association, 
"whereof a copy is enclosed, w^ich was presented to him by a Deputation 
from that body, with whom he had an interview on the 13th instant. 
The Commissioner (Mr. Grote) very properly directQil the Magistrate 
of the District to watch the progress of these disputes, and to report 
weekly any occurrences arising out of them. Three of these Weekly 
Beportfl have now been received, and from them the character of the 
excitement on this subject will be apparent. * 

3. The Petition of the Indigo Planters* Association prayed for two 
measures. The first of these was the issue of a Notification by Govern- 
ment, iiii|)ressing upon the Ryots jhe duty of fulfilling their engage- 
ments. It was represented in tMs Petition, as well as in a letter of Mr. 
•Grote's of the 13th instant, that this existing state of feeling of the 
Ryots had arisen partly out of a mistaken belief as to the views of the 
Government in regard to the cultivation of Indigo. Accordingly, the 
Lieutenant-Governor issued a Notification, which wiU be found with my 
letter to the Commissioner of the 14th instant. No. 926, with a view to 
the removal of any such erroneous impression. The Commissioner and 
District Officers have been strongly urged to spare no p&ins in impress- 
ing upon the villagers the duty of honestly fulfilling their agreements, 
and the ruinous consequences to themselves of a breach of agreement, 
if prosecuted fo» non-f ulfihnent ; whilst also explaining that it is and 
w^as always optional with a Ryot to iigree to cultivate Indigo or not, as 
best suited his own interest. 

^'m '^®^® ^^ reason to suppose that these measures would have a 
good effect, inasmuch as orders in the same sense which had previously 
been passed by the Lieutenant-Governor on the Petition of certain Ryots, 
when published by the Commissioner, were reported to have had to 
some extent a good effecJt. But the Lieutenant-Governor thought it 



( A4Q ) 

itdvisable, in case of tliings taking a more serious tUfn tlian tlie local 
Officers seemed to aiiticipate, to have ready at hand, in the neighbour^ 
liood of thosQ placed in which the excitement is most prevalent, Detach- 
ments of the Police Battalions of such strength as might be expected to 
put ^wn any riot or violent outbreak which might occuTi and as far as 
possible to protect any persons or property that mi^t be menaced. 
With this object four Detachments, with three European Officers, of the 
€th Battalion of Bengal MiHtary Police, were plaoed at the disposal 
^f the Commissioner, to be posted in different parts of the Di^lpct of 
Nuddea. 

6. The second measure prayed for by the Indigo Planters' Petitic^ 
was, that special legislation should be had recourse to, for the purpose of 
Inaking the breact of an agreement to cultivate Indigo punishable sum- 
inarily by a Magistrate. On this subject the Lieutenant-Governor put 
himself into commimication with Mr. Sconce, the Legislative Member of 
Council for Bengal ; and that gentleman is now prepared to introduce 
a BUI, providing (as a temporary measure, pending a full and searching- 
inquiry into the practice of Indigo Planting in Bengal^ which it is 
proposed to make after the present season of cultivation is closed anci 
the present excited state of feeling has subsided) for the^summary 
enforcement of existing engagements for the cultivation of Indigo. 
Three additional Officers, with Magisterial powers, have been sent to- 
the Nuddea District, in order to the working out of this Law, if passed. 

6. After the above arrangements had been made, the Lieutenant- 
Governor received this morning two telegrams, of which a copy i» 
herewith submitted, together with a copy of a Report from the Commis- 
sioner of Rajshahye, No. 481, dated the 18th instant. From these it 
will be seen that the differences between the Planters and Ryots, which 
commenced in Nuddea, are now extending into the District*^of Moorshed- 
abad ; and there is reason to fear that they may have assumed there 
a more dangerous aspect. To prevent, as far as possible, any serioua 
consequences, the Lieutenant-Governor has taken the following pre* 
eautions : — 

7. To supply the place of the Officer, now absent on leave, who is 
ordinarily stationed at Aurungabad, the €ul: -Division in the Moofthed- 

nabad District where the danger seems greatest, the Lieutenant-Governor 
has .appointed Mr. B. Wood (who is close at hand, and who is a very 
active Officer attached to the Sonthal Pergunnahs) to the charge of that 
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Sub-DiviBion. Mr. Kobinson, the Deputy Commisdioner of ttose Pet- 
gtumalis, has been ordered to Moorshedabad to tske charge of the 
Magistracy and Collectorate of that important District ; and in the 
meanwhile, Mr. Beaufort, the Officiating Magistrate, who is about ta 
leave on promotion^ has been ordered to proceed himself to the disturb-' 
ed parts of his District to the East of the Eiver Bhaugiruttee, and ta 
call on the Officer Commanding at Berhampore for any Troops that may 
be necessary to ke6p order in that part of his District which lies East 
of itm Bhaugiruttee. Any Troops which may be required by Mr^ 
Wood will be supplied from the 3rd Battalion, of which nearly 500 
men, fortimately available, l^ve been ordered to proceed by rail to 
Synteeah, and thence to march to any point where they may be wanted. 
Captain Pughe, who is in command of this Battalion^ has been vested 
with the powers of a Magistrate. A communication has been made to 
the Eailway Officers, in order, if possible, to push on this force by rail 
forty miles beyond Synteeah, which will place them within fourteen 
miles of the centre of the tract reported to be disturbed. Though the 
Railway is not open beyond Synteeah, the Lieutenant-Governor, from 
what he saw on bis return the other day, has a strong hope that this may 
be done* The whole of the reminder of the 6th Bengal Military 
Police, with Captain Eaban, the Commandant, has been ordered to 
proceed into the Nuddea District, and marches to-morrow. The 4th 
Battalion has been called up from Midnapore to replace them here, and 
to be available, if necessary, to reinforce the troops already in the 
Indigo Districts. A steamer has been despatched to bring them up 
from Oolabarriah. And an Officer with 100 men of the 2nd Battalion 
of Bengal Military Police, has been* ordered from Rampore Bauleah to 
Maldah, in. case of the excitement spreading to that District. 



From A. £. Touno, Esq., Secretary to the GoTernment of Bengal, to the 
Commissioners of Nuddea and Eajslidiyd, — (No. 1162-63, dated Fort William, 
the 24ih March 1860.) 

Sft, 

The Lieutenant-Governor considers it very essential that the 
objects with which Troops have been sent into some of the Districta of 
your Division should in no case be misunderstood > and that the Officers 
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Commanding Detachments sent in support of the Civil power should 
receive plain instructions, if required to act. 

2. I am directed therefore to request that you will issue to the Magis- 
terial Officers, at whose disposal any Military Force may be placed, 
such orders as may be necessary for their guidance generally, and spe- 
cially with reference to local circumstances. 

3. The general object in view is, of course, to repress any breach of 
the peace, and to disperse all assemblages likely to lead to a breach of the 
peace, apprehending the leading rioters. But it will also be specially in- 
cumbent on the Magistrates of Districts, where the present excitement 
relating to Indigo prevdls, to protect effectually person and property in 
any Indigo factories that may be really in danger. The way to do this 
is to keep die country in the neighbourhood of such factories quiet ; and 
this can be done by a small body of Military Police movable in that neigh- 
bourhood, whilst it could not be done by any reasonable number of men 
disposed in pe^ty stationary Guards posted at the several factories. But 
if it should be advisable to place a small fixed Guard to protect any par- 
ticular factory, such a Guard can always be provided from the District 
Police. On the other hand, it will be inciunbent on Magistrates having 
Troops at their disposal, to prevent r^ort to the unlawful use of force on 
the part of any imprudent Planter, which in the present state of feeling 
would probably lead to disastrous consequences. 

4.0 The Troops will, of course, obey the instructions of the Magistrates 
and Sub-Divisional Officers, to support whose authority they are sent. If 
a breach of the peace occur under the eyes of a body of Military Police, 
in the absence of any Magisterial Officer, the Commanding Officer will 
act, in order to its instant suppression, according to the best of hifi own 
judgment. ^ • 

5. A copy of this letter has been forwarded to the Commandants of 
the Police Battalions from which Detachments have been sent into the 
disturbed Districts. 



Nos. 1166 to 1168. 

Copy forwarded to Captains Raban, Pughe, and Miles, for information 
and guidance. 
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Prom A. B. Youko, Esq., Secretary to the Goyemmeat of Bengal, to tbe Secretary 
to the Groyemment of India, Home Department. — (No. 1114, dated 23rd 
March 18G0.) 

Sib, • 

I AM directed by the Lieutenant Governor to request that orders 
may be issued for establishing a communication by Telegraph with 
Bongong, which can easily be effected by a junction with the Jessore line 
which passes very close to the Head Quarters of that Sub-Division. 

2. It is of great importance that the Lieutenant Governor should at 
this particular period be in constant and speedy communication with this 
part of the country, in which 'the excitement regarding Indigo cultivation 
is most prevalent. 



FromW. Gbst, Esq., Seeretary to the Government of India, to the Deputy 
Superintendent of Electric Telegrapha in India, — (No. 693, dated Cooncil 
Chamber, the 24th March I860.) 

Sib, 

I AM directed to forward to you an Extract (para. 1,) of a 

Home Department Elect Telegraph, letter from the Government of Bengal, 

and to request that jou will give effect to the wishes of the Lieutenant 

Grovemor with as little delay as possible, the special service for which the 

new telegraph communication is required being of a very emergent nature. 



No. 647. 

Copy fofVirarded to the Government of Bengal, with reference to Mr. 
Secretary Young's letter No. 1114, dated the 23rd Instant. 



From D. J. MaoNbilb, Joint Magistrate of Bongong, to the Secretary to the Gk>< 
yemment of Bengal, Calcutta^— No, 3217, --(dated 30th March 1830.) 

i 

Thb Telegraph Station at this place is established ; the commu- 
nication is open ; the SulvDivision is quiet. 
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From A. Gbotx, Esq., Commissioner of the Nuddea Division, to the Secretazy to 
the Government of Bengali Fort William,r-(No. 82Ct, dated Alipore, the2drd 
March 1860.) 

As it is of importance that each of the Magistrates of Nuddea 
and Jessore shovild have a few Mounted Police at the present juncture, 
I have thought it expedient to direct the Magistrate of 94-'Pergunnabs to 
aend to Eishnaghur and Ealoopole respectively, a party of 3 men from 
the Suburban Force. I have authorized him to supply their place 
with others. 

2. I have also ordered an European constable to gp to Kishnaghur 
for temporary employment in the Magistrate's camp. This measure 
seems advisable in*consequence of the Magistrate baring found business 
impeded by crowds. 



From A. B. Youvo, Esq., Secretary to the Goyernmant of Bengal, to ite OoaimiBo 
sioner of It^uddea,-- (No. 1188, dated th^ 24th March U60.) 

Sib, 

I AM directed to inform you in reply to your letter No. 82, 
dated the 23rd instant, that the Lieutenant-Governor approves of your 
instructions to the Magistrate of the 24-Pergunnahs to s^nd a party of 
3 of Ifts Suburban Mounted Police force to the* Magistrates of Nuddea 
and Jessore respectively, and a European Constable for temporary em- 
ployment in the former Officer's camp. 



From A. B. Youvo, Esq., Secretary to the Government of Bengal, to the Officiating 
Secretary to the Qovemment of Ipdim Military Departmentf-^Np. Il4fi» 
dated the 24th March 18600 

Sib, 

I AM directed to request that, with the permission of the Hon'ble 
Ae President in Council, the services of " the Lahore Horse" may be 
placed at the disposal of the Lieutenant-Governor for employment in 
iJie districts in which excitement prevails in connection with the cultiva- 
tion of Indigo. Sowars will, in the Lieutenant Governor's opinion, 
be of great use there. 
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From Major F. B. Atkinson, Officiatiug Secretary to the GK>yemment o^ 
India, Military Department to the Deputy Quarter Master Greneral of the 
Army,— (No. 1167, dated Fort William, the 24th of March 1860.) 

Sir,. ^ • 

I AM directed to request that you will move the General Offi- 
ces Commanding the Presidency Division, to comply with the requisition 
of the Hon'ble the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal for the services of the 
Lahore Light Horse, for emplojrment in the Districts in which excitement 
prevails connected with the cultivation of Indigo. 

2. The Officer Commanding the Regiment should be directed to 
place himself in immediate contmunication with Mr. Young, Secretary to 
Government of Bengal. 



No. 1168. 

Copy of the foregoing forwarded to the Secretary to the Government of 
Bengal, for information, * 



From A. B. Young, Esq., Secretary to ^he Govemment of Bengal, to Captain 
Travers, Commandant Lahore Light Horse, Dum Dum, (No. 1196, dated 26th 
March I860.) 

Sir, • ♦ 

I AM directed to request that you will proceed with all possible 
despatch to Eishnaghur, with all the effective mounted men of your corps, 
and that you will report yourself on arrival there to Mr. Grotc, whom 
you will find at that station, and from whom you will receive detailed 
instructions ft>r your guidance. 

The general object for which the force under your command is sent to 
Ejshnaghur as a centre, is to preserve the peace of the Nuddea and the 
neighbouring districts from being broken. Yon will of course act on the 
reqidsition of the Magistrates of the several districts and of Mr. Grote, 
who is the Commissioner and Superintendent of Police of the Division 
comprising those districts. 



57 
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From A. B. Young, Esq., Secretary to the Gk>yemment of Bengal, to the Magis- 
trates of Baraset and Nuddea.— (Nos. 1200 and 1201, dated Fort William, the 
26th March 1860.) 

Sib, • / 

* • About one hundred of the Lahore Light Horse have been 

ofdered to proceed on service into the Nuddea District, and will march 

from Dum-Dum to Kishnaghur as soon a^ the necessary arrangementsHan 

be made. I am to request that you will immediately cause the Nullah 

crossings on the route to Kishnaghur, and on the other main lines along 

which it may become necessary to send parties of these Horse, to be 

examined and put into good order. 



No. 1202 « 

Copt forwarded to the Commissioner of Nuddea for his information. 



From A. B.YouNb, Esq., Secretary to the Govemment of Bengal, to the Officiating 
Secretary to the Goyemment of India, Military Department, — (No. 1198, dated 
the 26th March 1860.) 

Sib, 

I AM directed to request th&t, with the permission of the Hon*bIe 

the President in Council, instructions may be issued for the immediate 

preparation of the necessary Camp Equipage and Carriage, and that the 

requisite Commissariat arrangements may be*- made, for 100 men and 

horses of the Lahore Light Horse, which the Lieutenant Governor is 

desirous to send to the station of Kishnaghur as speedily as possible. The 

service, I am to observe, is urgent, and immediate despatch a great object. 



From Major F. D. Atkinson, Officiating Secretary to the Goremment of India» 
Military Department, to the Deputy Quarter Master General of the Army, and 
to the Commiesary General,— (Nos. 1212 and 1213, Fort William, the 26tli 
March 1860.) 

SlE, 

I AM directed to transmit to you the annexed copy of a letter 

from the Secretary to the Government of Bengal, dated 25th March 
1860, soliciting the issue of instructions for the preparation of the 
necessary Camp Equipage and Carriage, and for the requisite Com- 
missariat arrangements for lOG men and horses of the Lahore light 
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Horse, which the Lieutenant Governor is desirous to send to the station 
of Eishnaghur, and to request that immediate arrangements may 
accordingly be made. • 

No. 1214. • * 

• 

£k>TY of the foregoing forwarded to the Secretary to the Govern- 
ment of Bengal, in reply to No. 1198 of the 25th_instant, for in- 
formation, and witK an intimation that the order for the march of the 
Troops is sufficient authority for the Commissariat Department to supply 
immediately the Carriage, &c., required. 



Prom A. B. Youno, Esg., Secretary to the Goyemment of Bengal, to the Com- 
misaioner of Police, Calcutta,— (No. 1152, dated the 24th March 1860.) 

Sib, 

I AM directed by the Lieutenant-Governor to rtques^that you 
will be so good as to send six good European Constables to Eflnnaghur, 
and, if possible, four others to Moorshedabad, four to Jessore, and two to 
Baraset. The men should be directed to proceed to those Stations with 
all possible dispatch, and to report tfiemselves to the Magistrate of the 
Districts, under whose orders they will act. 



No. 1153. 



Copy forwarded for the information of the Commissioner of Nuddea^ 



No. 1154. 
Ditto to Commissioner of Bajshahye. 



From S. Wauchofb, Esq., Commissioner of PolicS, Calcutta, to the Secretary to 
the Government of Bengal,— (No 190, dated Fort William, the 26tb 
Marc h 1860.) 

Sib, 

I HAVE the honor to report that in obedience to the instruc- 
tions in your letter No. 11^2, of the 24tlf instant, I sent that night and 
next morning four Police Serjeants and twelve Constables to Kishna^hurt 



( 448 ) 

Moorshedabact Jessorc and Baraset. The two men who proceeded to 
Baraset have however been sent back with a letter from the Deputy 
Magistrate in charge, who states that he has no place in which they can 
be accommodated. 



From A. B. Young, Esq., Secretary to the Gt)vemment of Bengal, fo the Comij^- 
sioner of Nuddea— (No. 1184, dated the 24th March 1850.) ^ 

Sir, 

I AM directed to inform you that the Lieutenant Governor has 

been pleased to vest the three Officers 

Mr. W. V. C. Taylor, - , -^t i j .i. oi x • x x 

„ w. L. Mackenzie. transferred to Nuddea*on the 21st mstant 

" * * * with the powers of Joint Magistrate and 

Deputy Collector^ the Districts of Jessore and Baraset, as well as in 

Nuddea, in order that you may station them wherever their services 

may be required. 



From A. Hotei Esq., Commissioner of the Nuddea Division, to the Secretary to 
the. GoYemment of Bengal, Fort William,— (No. 83Ct., dated AUipore, tke 
2drd March 1860.) 

^ Sib, 

Yesterday I received a letter from Mr. Skinner, Officiating 
Joint Magistrate of Jessore, in which he reports that after reading the 
late Government Notification to a number of Ryots who came to his tent at 
Kaloopole on the 18th instant, he proceeded to arrest certain parties 
whom he thought it necessary to bind over to keep the peace, and put 
them in charge of some Burkundauzes. ** Directly they began to laove 
ofi*," adds Mr. Skinner, ** the rest of the villagers set up a shout and 
attempted to release them. They further abused me and my Police, and 
the Kaloopole Darogah was almost assaulted. The men, however, were 
taken ofi* by the Burkimdauzes and sent to "Jessore at once, as further 
proceedings at Kaloopole would have been impossible, there being no 
force nor means of detention." 

2. The Darogah and the whole Police Force present, including the 
village Chowkeedars, behaved very well on this occasion. 

3. The Detachment under Lieutenant Howard should reach Kaloopole 
in the course of to-morrow, or ^ay after to-morrow. Mr. Molony will 
have joined Mr. Skinner's Camp the day before yesterday, and I havo 
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diiected him to take vigorous measiires to bring to punishment the 
leaders of the mob who resisted Mr. Skinner. 

4. Lieutenant Duff's party should have reached Damoorhoodah 
yesterday. I havtfa demi-official from Mr. Maclean dated yesterday, in 
virhich He informs me that no disrespect whatever has been shown to i^olice 
authority in his Sub-Division. There had been some ferment in Mr. 
H6rsehers tent at Chitoll when the Notification was read, and as this was 
attributed to Mr JForlong's presence, Mr. Herschel thought it neces- 
sary to ask him to retire. In doing this, it seems to me Mr. Herschel 
4id not show his usual judgment, for any concession by the Authorities 
to mob clamour at the present moment is of course to be deprecated. 

P. S. — With reference to your letter No. 1081, dated, the 22nd instant, 
I beg to state for the information of Government, that I yesterday re- 
quested Captain Saban to march with aU his remaining available force 
to Sashnaghur, from which centre I can detach him wherever he is most 
wanted. • 

2. He leaves to-day with 60 men, all that he can muster till Captain 
Miles' Corps comes to relieve his standing Guards, when about 100 more 
men will follow. ^ 

3. I have this moment received the enclosed original letter, dated 
2l8t instant, from the Magistrate, which I beg may be returned. With 
reference to its lith para, it might be well to warn the Wing of a Regi- 
ment at Barrackpore to be ready for service — but I believe that the 
Military Police parties now in the field will prove sufficient to check any 
tendency on the part of the villagers to become aggressive. If the pro- 
posed^Bill pass to-morrow, the first feeling on the latter's part will doubtless 
be one of disappointment and indignation, and for this I am quite prepared. 

4. The present Military arrangements may be summarized as follows : 
Lieutenant Howard with 50 men, at Kaloopole. 

Jemadar Sobhan Khan with 53 menPat Bongong. 

Lieutenant Duff with 80 men, at Damoorhoodah. 

Lieutenant Robertson with 50 men, at Meherpore. 

Captain Saban with the remainder of his Corps (about 150) and 
Lieutenant Baker of 4th Battalion with 100 (I believe, but the Govern- • 
ment orders went direct to that Officer) at Eishnaghur. 
. Major Miles' Head Quarters from Midnapore to relieve Captain Baban 
9t> Alipore. * 
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5. There are thus 230 men actually out, and a reserve at Eishnaghur 
of 250, wherefrom to draw fresh parties. More, in my opinion, is not 
wanted at present. 



From W. J. Hbbschel, Esq., Officiating Magistrate of Nuddea, to Ike Odimnis- 
sioner of Circuit, Nuddea Dirision, — (No. 8^, dated Nuddea, the Slst March 
1860.) 

Sib, 

Having returned from Damoorhooda this morning, I have 
the honor to submit a special report on th^ present state of the District. 

2. During the time I was there, I heard nothing from the South of 
the District to cauiie any doubts as to tl^ continuance of peace. On the 
IStlft received a note from Mr. Larmour, saying that his Assistant Mr. 
Campbell had been again driven away by the villagers with a threat that 
his head would be broken if he came again. From the Thannah, I hear 
that Mr. Campbell's Ameen had reported that on going to measure lands 
(I know they took no force with them) two villagers had come out and 
warned Mr. Campbell off. Mr. Campbell has made no complaint. 
While on the spot I had told Mr. JLarmour and the Syots that if the 
Assistants went to measure and they ordered them off they must go. 
I consider that Mr. Campbell was testing the feelings of the Ryots, and 
that the latter had learnt a proper lesson from the pimishment lately 
inflicted, and had strictly obeyed me in simply warning Mr. Campbell off. 

3. I have to-day received a report from the Goburdangah Darogah 

dated 20th, to the effect that 

* He reports that the Proclamation has been reeeived t • -n i* n 

there with hesitation, and that he finds it difficult to ^^ requires more rollC^UuT- 

maintain due respect by this authority. I have, to-day i,„-,J«„ « « 

written to him that with the support of the Police Bat- KUnaauzeS. 
talion now en route to Bongong, he will find that if he a ^W^ XT/xw-V :. V^.m.^«. 

•ttendstomy late order imposing absolute sUence on *• ^^^ XNOrin IS notter. 

the Polioe as to the exposition of the Proclamation he TLf- Hpmi-nffl/^^oU iir;il l^a^^^ 

wiU find the Byots .ttenSve and obedient ^ ^1 aemi-omcialS WlU have 

^ informed you that the Pro- 

clamation has been eagerly received,^ and that the Syots take their stand 
upon it. 

5. I have also mentioned that on one occasion, in receiving petitions, 
a party who wished to put in a razeenama were swept away by the 
crowd, and that Mr. Maclean had to go among them to set them free. 
I have also mentioned that on the 19th, when closing Cutcherry and pre- 
paring to take petitions, a note from Mr. Skinner, brought by a peon 
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from his Gamp, infonned me that he had arrested some of a crowd who 
got uproarious in front of his tent, and that the arrest was not easily 
efiecfted. That at the same time one of the principal Syots of Jojrram- 
pore was brought up before Mr. Maclean under arrest on a warrant 
from Jessore^ which is complained of as illegal and unnecessarily severe. 
That on taking petitions the crowd got excited at seeing one Gopee 
Dutt, Mr. Forlong's Gomashta, a man detested by the Ryots, standing 
among my Amlah, «nd that the noise becoming too great to be heard, and 
happening not to have any Police with me that day, I had to disperse 
tlie assembly by first sending the Planter's party away and then by dis- 
tributing copies of the Proclamation. The crowd were a good deal 
excited also at some villagers who put in razeenamas. They were 
restrained by their own leaders, imt broke up very slo«rly. 

6. I have noi?^ to report thatl remained till next evening (ycste^kj) 
to watch the result of this, having meanwhile sent orders to Kishnaghur 
for 50 men to marcn out of their lines ready to start at three hours' 
notice, under Lieutenant J. Duff. Better arrangementS were made for 
receiving petitions and distributing the Proclamation, and though the 
crowd was an imusually large one, it behaved throughout (in the pre- 
sence of two Burkimdazes and yesterday's Chaprassces) with as much 
order and respect as in the Sudder Station. ^ 

7. I learnt yesterday from Grceschimder, 1st grade Darogah, that 
the arrest of the Joyrampoor Putneedar had been effected with perfect 
ease in the day-time. By an accident he had been sent back from 
Camp to the Darogah at Joyrampore to be forwarded to Jessore. His 
friends came and asked for his release on bail, which I refused as beyond 
my ppwer to grant, but after the occurrences at Ealoopole and my own 
Camp that evening, I did not feel sure how far the Joyrampore Syots 
might be tempted on his re-appearance. I therefore sent an order to 
the Darogah to send him into Eishnaffhur, pending a reference to Mr. 
Skinner for bail. This order has completely removed the irritation in 
Joyrampore. 

8. I yesterday received a note from Mr. Hoyle, a Railway employee. 
He complains of his being made to suffer for the fault of the Indigo 
Planters, his supplies being stopped by the villagers. I regret this, as I 
had noticed with pleasiire that the Railway Authorities had been remark- 
ably impartial in their conduct. Passing up the line the other day, I noticed 
especially the quiet and Contented behaviour of the Railway coolies. 
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• 

9. During the last three days also several letters have been i^ceived 
from Planters, stating that their servants have been prevented from 
going to the villages to collect rents, and, as I stated in my last, it is 
ce^ain that many of them have had to borrow money for the Govern- 
m.cnt*demanc[. 

10. The reports of villagers assembling are also more nimierous than 
before, and the circumstances reported by the Police are not absolutely 
free from an aggressive tendency. 

11. I have not hitherto laid very much stress on these assemblies, 
nor on the unproved statements of Planters. I have endeavoured to form 
my opinion solely on proved facts, and from them to judge the proper 
moment for the exhibition of military force. I now think the moment 
has^rived. * ||| 

Iz. The Ryots though settled in their determination^iot to sow, have 
I think fell a check to a violence which was beginning^ exhibit itself, and 
all that now remjiins to be done is, I think, to support the cause of order by 
a more than usually imposing force. I say more than usually because 
I cannot conceal from myself that the passion of the day, though checked 
among the Ryots, still exists ; and that the Planters, who have hitherto 
been deterred from the open use f>{ force by the hopelessness of the 
attempt, liilve lately shown signs of despair. 

13. I have deferred proposing this measure later perhaps than I 
would have done had it not been for the unfortunate fact that Govern- 
ment was believed to have an interest in the question other than it really 
has. To send out Military immediately on the issue of the Proclamation 
would, I am sure, have been misimderstood ; I had hoped still to have put 
this application off for a few more days, but I do not think it safe. • 

14. In proportion as I have deferred it, so also must be tte force now 
shown, and I would therefore recommend that not less than 500 of the 
Military Police be placed at my disposal immediately, and that preparations 
be made for throwing 500 if ore into the Zillah on a further call, also that 
100 Cavalry be sent to me as early a» possible. They will be of more use 
than 500 Infantry ; 75 men of the 6th Bengal Military Police leave to-night 
for Damoorhoodah, which they will reach to-morrow morning. 

15. I enclose copy of a vernacular Order just issued to the Police. 

16. I have indented for a large supply of copies of the Proclamation. 
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From A. R. Tooiro, Esq., Socretaiy to the Government of Bengal, to A. Gbotb, 
Esq., Commissioner of the I^uddea Diyision,— (No. J 211, dated the 26th 
March 1860. 

■ 

SlE, • • • 

- 1 AM directed by the Lieutenant Governor to acknowledge 
the receipt of your letter No. 83Ct., dated the 23rd instant with ita 
enclosure, reporting certain occurrences in Jessore and Nuddea con- 
nected with the existing excitement in those Districts. 

2. The Lieutenant Governor desires that you will ca\ise to bo 
conveyed to the Kaloopole Darogah and to his Police his satisfaction 
at their good conduct on the occasion of the arrest and attempted rescue 
of certain persons whom the IVI^strate Mr. Skinner Tiad ordered to be 
sent into the Station. If the Darogah's official character is generally good, 
you are authorized to promise him early promotion in ^cognition of 
his good behaviour ; and you wiU be so good as to bestow ^ suitable money 
reward to the Police Burkundauzes and the village Chowkeedars whose 
good conduct you have reported* 

3. Had the prisoners been rescued and had Mr. Skinner been forced 
to retire, the consequences might have been very bad. This occurrence 
fihows the necessity of giving every Magisterial officer, acting alone, in 
this time of excitement, a small body of Military Police to be at hand to 
support his authority and t# enforce the execution of his orders. Yo\# will 
he 80 good as to arrange accordingly. 

4. With reference to the letter from Mr. Herschel, the Officiating Ma- 
gistrate of Nuddea, to your address, No. 84, dated the 21st Instant, I am to 
inform you that Sub-Lieutenant Baker, with a party of 60 men of the De- 
tachment of the 4th Police Battalion under his conmaand at Hooghly and 
all the available men of the 6th Battalion, have been already seiit into the 
Nuddea District. Application has likewise been made for troops from 
Bairackpore for the immediate relief of Captaii Eaban's Guards consisting 
of somewhat more than 100 men on duty in Calcutta, and as soon as these 
men are relieved they will be sent also to the same District. By this 
means Nuddea and its borders will have been supplied with about 500 
men of the 6th and 60 men o^ the 4th Police Battalion. 

5. It appears to the Lieutenant Governor that Jessore is not suffi- 
ciently supplied with Military Police, but Major Miles and the Head 
Quarters of the 4th Battalion are expected at the Presidency from 
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Midnapore this evening. On their arrival a Detachment of them will be 
sent immediately to Mr. Molony in Jessore. 

6. The Lieutenant-Governor has obtained from the Government of 
In<£a^the services of the Lahore Light Horse, about 100 strongs now at 
Dum-Dum, and this force will be sent immediately to the Districts where 
the excitement prevails. There are no more horse in Bengal. Two 
troops of Adlam's Police Sowars have been called down from Behar, but 
they cannot be in Bengal for some days. 

7. The original enclosure of your letter is herewith returned as re- 
quested. 

u 

Prom A. B. Yovkg, Esq., Secretary to the Goyemment of Bengal, to the Command- 
ant of the 4th Bengal Police Battalion,^(No. 1252, dated the 27th March 1860.) 

Sib, • 

I AM directed by the Lieutenant Governor to request that you 
will immediately send for Lieutenant Smith of your Battalion from 
Burdwan, and instruct him to proceed with 50 men to join Mr. Molony, the 
Magistrate of Jessore, who is in the neighbourhood of Ealoopole. 
Lieutenant Smith should be directed to march vi4 Bongong, where 
probably he will receive instructions from Mr. Molony. If not he will 
proceed on towards Kaloopole and will hear from Mr. Molony on the 
xoad.«, 



No. 1258-4. 



Copy forwarded to the Inspector ef Police Battalions for information. 
Ditto to the Commissioner of Nuddea for ditto. 



From A. H. Youno, Esq., Sceretary to the Groremment of Bengal, to the Magis« 
trate of Jessore,— (No. 1259, dated the 27th March 1660.) 

Sib, 

I AM directed to forward for your inf ormtion a copy of a 
letter this day addressed to the Commandant of the 4th Bengal Police 
Battalion, from which you will observe tha^a Detachment of that Batta- 
ion has been ordered to join you as speedily as possible. You will be so 
good as to send instructions to meet the Officer Commanding this De- 
Itachment at Bongong if possible. 
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TVom A. Gbots, Esq., CommiBsioner of the Nnddea Biyision, to the Secretary to 
the Groveroment of Bengal,— (No. 1, dated, Kishnaghur, the 26th March I860.) 

Sib,. 

^ I BEG to submit herewith the Magistrate of Nuddea's 4th TyeSk- 

ly report, dated 26th instant and an extract as follows from a demi-officiiJ 
dated yesterday, from Mr. Molony, who is now ecamped at Soobodhee in 
Thannah Ealoopole. : — 

• " I have just returned from a ride in and about what Skinner considered 
" the worst villages when he came out. There was none of the excitement 
** that he mentions and the people all appeared to be engaged in their 
usual pursuits. They are evidently wavering and don't exactly know what 
they will do yet ; they informed me that they had sent a deputation 
•* to Calcutta some three or four days ago, and that they were perfectly 
ready to obey the Government orders to sow if it was given. I explained 
to them that if they were under advances they must of coisR be expect- 
** ed to work them off, and that Government could not pgssibly approve 
** of their present attempt to break existing engagements. They behaved 
•* in a very orderly and quiet manner, quite different from what they did 
** when Skinner cune. It seemed to me that they had committed them- 
selves to a line of conduct und^ the false representation of the 
* wishes of Government, and did not first know how to back out of it. 
They said they thought they must do as others, and alluded to the 
** Burogram. " (Jyrampore)^ They all had the same answer at first ^en 
" asked whether they were going to sow Dasjunjaha kore taha amora 
•* kortboj which showed that they looked somewhere for an^example. " 

2. I am quite satisfied with the aigrangements which have been made. 
Captaia Saban has been requested to fill up from Head Quarters the 
number of men who have been drafted from Lieut. Duff^s party to Haut 
Boleah, where there is some public money in the Camp of the Superin- 
tendent of Nuddea rivers. 

3. The Magistrate is right to watch the proceedings of the several 
parties named in his report. I have myself warned Baboo Sham Chunder 
Pal Chowderee. The appearance of the new Law will, I expect, put an 
end to all further agitation. 

4. The Darogah has not yet reported the result of his enquiries into the 
complaint of Mr. Hoyle the Railway Engineer. The demonstration which 
caused him to leave his Camp was not in a|;^y way directed against him. 

P. iS. — ^May I request t&e return of the original enclosures of this 
toad previous letters. 
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Ath. Weekly Report on the state of the Indigo districts in Nuddea, for the 

tceek ending 2Aik March 1860. 

SniPE the date of my special report nothing whatever has occurred (so 
far as reported) in disturhance of the peace. I recapitulate the events of the 
week. From the South of the district reports are now favorable. During 
the first part the Darogah reported that he was not treated with the res- 
pect that he looked for, and that the Proclamation was not attended to. 
. Mr. Larmour's letters were to the same effect. The tone of these reports 
changed towards the latter part of the week. The Kyots being reported 
quieter and conciliatory. • 

2. From the North the occurrences during the first part of the week 
were rather more serious than hitherto and some symptoms of unvileness 
on the part o^ie Ryots began to shew themselves. On Monday I was 
obliged to bMu: up Cutcherry in consequence of the violent demeanour of 
the crowd towards Mr. Forlong's Amlah. The crowd numbered con- 
siderably above a thousand and being imattended save by my Cutcherry 
peons, I did not think it prudent to run a risk of a rescue similar to that in- 
curred by the Joint Magistrate of Jessore with a Darogah at his side. 

3. The next day a still larger *'crowd assembled but the presence of 
two thannah burkundazes and a better arrangement of proceedings main- 
tained perfect order. The principal speakers too among the Ryots ab- 
sentAl themselves. . 

4. On receipt of Mr. Skinner's letter on the 19th I had directed 
Lieutenant l%ff to hold himself in readiness to march with 50 men to . 
Damoorhoodah ; on the 20th I received a letter there from Mr. Hoyle a 
Railway Engineer, shewing that he was also being drawn into the quarrel, 
his supplies having been stopped by the neighbouring village and he him- 
self having left the place. This determined me to order out the Military 
police and to apply for reinforcements which I did on my arrival 
in the station on the 21st^ Lieutenant Duff I found had the same day 
received orders from yourself to* march out 80 men to Damoorhoodah. 
and he left with them that evening camping near Damoorhoodah next day. 

6. There are four or five men in the zillah whose conduct I have 
been watching from some time past. They are Syam Chimder Pal 
Choudhery of Ranagh&t, who having a quarrel with Mr. Larmour has been 
using his power as Zumeendar to prevent his Ryots from sowing for Mr. 
Larmour. This example has acted imfavourably on the neighbourhood, 
andT particulary in Habeebul Hosam, another Zemindar, The latter has 
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now withdrawn his opposition. On a report from Mr. Maclaen stat- 
ing that the leader of the Joyrampore Ryots, Ramrutton Moulik has 
been down to the house of Sregopal (meaning probably Syamchunder) 
I sent^ to have him, and, if Syamchunder was in the house, hin^ also 
arrested. The Darogah reports neither of them to have been i&re but 
to hold Syamchunder in che«k. I have sent the Deputy Magistrate of 
Santipore to Ranaghat with orders to arrest Syam Chunder on the first 
signs of intrigue *being carried on. 

6. The next is Ramruttun Moulick, the man whose conduct is com- 
plained of by the Jessore Authorities. Their grounds of complaint have 
not been communicated to me, and I can only say, therefore, that the 
warrant issued against him and two of his brothers is being executed, one 
of the three having been arrested. The influence of these men is consi- 
derable, and both Mr. Maclean and his Police are watching them most 
carefully, but hitherto nothing tangible has turned up. Jfhave requested 
Mr. Molony to let me know what evidence has been obtained. They are 
Putneedars of Joyrampore and the Lockenathpore Concern holds under 
them as Izaradars and between the two there is a quarrel. 

7. The third is Brindabun Sirkar a man generally described as pugna- 
cious. He has a quarrel with Mf. Clarke, of Khalbolea, whose Ryots 
have so far remained indifferent spectators of the disputes going on else- 
where. No particular charge is preferred except opposition to Mr. 
Clarke, and I have no reason to suppose that he has any other object than 
the preservation of his own interests. His conduct, however, is also being 
closely watched. 

8. The fourth is Rammohun Moiter, of Meherpore, a released prisoner, 
whem Mr. Platts has already received orders to arrest on the first indica- 
tion of intreague. He is, I think, a more dangerous character than 
Brindabun Sirkar. 

9. There is one other man whose motions are being observed, Mohesh 
Chunder Chatterjee, a Sirkar of Ram Rutton, Royt of Jessore. This man 
speaks English, and is a man of considerable educaion and notoriety. He 
would be, I think, most dangerous of the five as a leader, but he is behaving 
cautiously, and Mr. Maclean is quite aware of the importance of watching 
him at Damoorhooda. 

10. On the whole, I think a warning attitude is all that is absolutely 
required in dealing with these men, and that severe measures are likely to 
add to the difficulties of 'giving fair play to the new Law. 
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11. At the same time I am prepared on the first proof of continued 
activity on their side to place the offenders under arrest. 

12th, The pillagers require rougher treatment and I have prohibited 
their moving more than five together from one village to another. 

13th,^ I have now the following force posted as below:*— 



• 
• 


• 


A. 


Jemadars. 

• 


1 


!Z5 


In the Station, Capt^Baban, 


77 


• • • 


2 


5 


6 


„ Tiieiit. Bakerf 


62 


1 


2 


4 


4 


At Damoorhoodah, Lieut. Duff, ... 

• 


80 


• a • 


1 


6 


3 


„ Meherpoor, Lieut. Eobertson,... 


50 


• • . 


1 


3 


3 


„ Bongong, Soubhadar Sobhan) 
Elhan, ••.) 


50 


• • • 


... 


1 ^ 


3 


• 


319 


1 


6 


19 


19 



P. S, — I enclose Mr. Maclean's report (copy) giving some additional 
particulars. 

" W. J. Hebsghel, 
26th March 1860. Officiating Magistrate. 



Weekly [Report on the States/ the Indigo DistrictSy from March llth 

to 2ithj Sub-Division of Damoorhoodah. 

Thannah Hurdee. 



A demonstration was made on the night of the 16th March, by the 
-villagers of Ealidosspore, Eumulpore and Gobinpore, a preliminary 
inquiry by the Naib Darogah imputed the pr6ceeding on the part of 
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the Ryots to an impression that the Factory of Paikpara against which 
the demonstration was made, had seized their cows. I, however, 
directed the Darogah to inquire personally into the case, and also the 
facts alluded to by Mr. Hoyle, of the Eastern Bengal Railway. • 

Mr. Tripp, of Bamondee, complained that his suty stack at Alc^lb- 
pore was destroyed by a fire, the work of incendiaries. The charge 
-was made against the Kusakondee Villagers, but as I learn from the 
Police reports only suspicion and no proof is ofiFercd by the Factory. 

The Northern part of this Thannah is rather unsettled, and I have 

therefore requested Lieutenant Duff to detach a Native Officer, and 

30 men to Hat Bolia, a jfOsition from which any portion of the 

Bamondee and Doorgapore or Joradoh Concerns can be speedily 

reached. 

Thannah Damoorhoodah. 

This Thannah has settled . down. The petitions are now compara- 
tively few, and I have heard of no assemblages of any «ort. Lieutenant 
Duff, and 60 men are stationed at Damoorhoodah. 

Thannah Dowlutgunge. 

A few villages in this Thannah aje connected with the league sup- 
posed to exist. Their behaviour, however, has not been in any yiray 
opposed to public tranquility. I do not think that the state of these 
Thannahs is on the whole less satisfactory than at the close oi last 
week No attempts have 1)een made on either side to resort to force, 
and I am confident that the presence of the Police Battalion, together 
with the operation of the anticipated Law, will restore these Districts 
to their usual quiet. 

During the past week, the Joint Magistrate of Jessore sent a warrant 
for the arresif of 3 of the principal Jojrrampore Putnidars. Ram Button, 
Bammohun and Greesh Mouliks. The two former have eluded capture, 
though on my visit to Joyrampore they both came freely to my tent. 
They are charged with intention to break the peace, but I am not 
aware from any facts brought to my knowledge, that they have 
done more than foment the quarrel between the factory and the Ryots. 
This was I believe at first done on private grounds and without any idea 
iliat the movement would attain its present dimensions. 

(Signed) A. T. Maclean, 
2he 24t& March 1860. ' Assistant Magistrate. 
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From A. U. Youno, Esq.. Secretary to the Government of Bengal, to tae Com- 
missioner of Nuddea,— (No. 1275, dated the 27th March 1860.) 

I AM directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter No. 1 
of yesterday's date, submitting reports from the Magistrates of Nuddea 
and Jessore, regarding the present state of those parts of the two Dis- 
tricts in which the Indigo excitement prevails, and the measures taken 
by those officers to settle the minds of the Ryots and to prevent any 
disturbance. These reports are satisfactory. 

With reference to what is remarked aboi^t the new Law the Lieutenant 
Governor trusts that its effects will be as good as it is anticipated that 
they will be. But"it is quite possible that in some places the Law may 
disappoint some cultivators, whose minds for a moment may become 
irritated and excited ; and it is absolutely necessary that whenever there 
is the least chance of this, a party of horse or of the Military Police (and 
a very small party indeed is seen to be always enough for one place) 
must be near at hand. In a case of this nature, seeing the sort of 
people and the sort of feeling, we have to deal with, it is an object not 
only to be prepared, but to show tihat we are in every quarter. There 
is now an adequate force in the excited Districts, or on the way to them ; 
and if this force is properly distributed, the preservation of order may 
be regarded as secured. 

The Lieutenant Governor desires that you will carefully avoid the 
error of clubbing a comparatively largfe body of men, whether of horse 
or foot, at one place, such for example as Kishnaghur. For the sort of 
effect required at present a much larger number of men at Kishnaghur 
than suffices for the protection of the neighbourhood of that spot, would 
not be very much more useful than at Calcutta. 

A party of the Lahore Horse which has been ordered to proceed to 
Kishnaghur must be detached to be at the disposal of the Magistrate of 

Jessore. » 

You are of course aware that the new Law must be worked, not only 
or mainly at Sudder Stations, but in the interior and in the neighbourhood 
of every place where recourse to it is at all likely to be had by Planters, 
or where Planters are at all likely to attempt unlawful violence in order 
to avoid the necessity of having recourse to it. 

The original enclosures of your letter are herewith returned. 
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From A. Gbotb, Esq., CommiisioiAr of the Naddea Division, to the Secretary to 
the Goyemment of Bengal, Fort William— (No. 85 Ct., dated AUiporOi the 
3rd April 1860.) 

I BEG to submit herewith the Nuddea Magistrate's last Weejcly 
fieport on the state of his District. This brings up his narrative to the 
Slst, on which date* I left Eishnaghur. 

2. I directed Mr. Herschel to issue an order to the effect explained 
in his 4th para. I found that in several cases of maltieatment of factory 
servants, the latter were handed over to the Police on a charge some- 
times to the effect merely that they had been found trespassing in the 
village. The impression on the villagers' part that the factory people 
had no business in their villages was the consequence in some measure 
of the Muddud Purwanahs which the Magistrates were in the habit 
of issuing on the Ryots' petitions some months ago. 

3. During the week that I have been at Kishnaghur I have seen 
several of the leading Planters of the District. None of these gentle- 
men apprehend any aggressive act on the part of the villagers or 
admit that there are grounds for such apprehensions. — ^Who are the 
writers of the alarming and exaggierated reports which from time to 
time appear in the public papers I could not ascertain ? Residents at 
the Eishnaghur Station, I found, knew nothing of many of the* occur- 
rences therein communicated till the Calcutta papers came in, ^ 

4. Some of the Nundunpore Kyots petitioned me to the purport of the 
petitions so many of which have been before Government. The Ryots, 
who were perfectly tractable and reasonable, denied stoutly that they 
were jmder advance, and asserted earnestly their wishes to abandon their 
connexion with the factory as an unprofitable one. The effect of the 
order just pulSlished in accordance with your letter dated 27th ultimo, 
No. 1273, which directs the Police to explain to the people the provi- 
sions of the new Law, will probably be to make all these parties sow 
Indigo for this year, but the very foercion which is now as a special 
measure being applied, will make their aversion to Indigo cultivation 
stronger than ever. 

5. The Planters quite see this, and all those gentlemen that I have 
met are prepared for a reform of the present system. 

6. I take this opportunity of submitting in original a letter from 
Mr. CoUis, with its enclosufe from Mr. Meares, -which the former gentle- 
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man has requested me to lay before Gofemment with reference to the 
remarks made on Mr. Meares' conduct in the Nuddea Magistrate's Weekly 
Beport dated 18th ultimo. I have not that report before me to refer to, but 
if ^r. Herschel omitted in it to mention that Mr. Meares had offefed 200 
Bupets to the Doodhpettee villagers it was either from inadvertence or 
because he considered the offer inadequate, which he did. He accepted 
perhaps too readily the statement of the villagers as to the amount of 
property destroyed by the fire. 

7. Mr, Molony's demi-official daily reports have throughout the week 
been f ovourable. He has warrants out against one or two parties, who 
have he thinks conusitted themselves by ijollecting money firom the vil-' 
lagers with a view to carrying on the agitation against Indigo cultivation. 



5th Weekly Report on the State of the Indigo Districts in ZiUah Nuddea^for 

the Week ending Zlst March 1860. 

The District has been comparatively quiet throughout the week. 

2. My Sub-Divisional reports are not yet in ; they will contain nothing 
beyond what I can now report, except details of a few slight encounters 
between the two parties, principally^ on the question of cattle trespass^ or 
of attachment of crops or other zemindaree matters. 

3. 'flThe result in, I believe, every cade has been that the Planters* 
serv^ts have been beaten or sent prisoners to the Thannah, but in no 
case has any dangerous bodily harm been done. (In one, which occur- 
red last week, a Pyadah had his eyebrow cut open wid four teeth 
knocked out.) 

4. This result however has compelled me to issue an order to the 
Police which shall at all events enable a Planter as Zemindar to send his 
servants into a village without the certainty of their heads being broken. 
I have no fear that the order will be abused. The Kyots have clearly 
exceeded their rights in ejecting the agents of their Landlords, and ^e 
latter have a clear claim tA the support of the Police. 

5. Mr. Platts at Kurreempore mentions in a semi-weekly letter that 
Mr. Sibbald had reported one riotous assembly, and the accoimts from 
Mr. Tripp's villages are taking the same form ^ has been the case in 
almost every Concern hitherto. But these are the only two places in 
which the feeling is reported hotter than before. This, I believe, is only 
because it began there later. In all other directions it is cooling down. 
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In the South indeed ererything is reported as quiet as usual, and the 
Ryots are said to be prepared to sow, but from Mr. MacNeil I hear 
that petitions are being put in by the Eyots. The prospect of a settle- 
nient tEere, though not certain, is decidedly hopeful. « 

6. ifhe villages in Mr. Tripp's line engage at present the most *atten- 
tion, and a party under Lieutenant Robertson of 30 men has been march- 
ed from Mehurpore to Bamoondee in consequence, and a similar party 
from Dahmoorhoodah under a Jemadar to H&t-Boleah. The reports of 
the last two days are more favorable. 

7. The Planters have to some extent been engaging lattials lately, but 
I am confident that the object«of this has been merel^self -protection, and 
that in the presence of the Military a number of men will be dismissed. 

8. Some of the leading men among the Eyots htiP^e been in to the 
station at my call, and have engaged to quiet their followers. Bam- 
Tutton has not yet been caught, though twice traced apparently to and 
from Calcutta. The Joyrampore villagers say they will pay up the penalty 
rather than sow. This they may perhaps do, as Mr. Meares tells me 
iheir cash advances at present are very small, but I doubt whether the 
example will be followed on a large scale. 

9. Mr. Platts has obtained direct<proof of instigation against one man 
whom he has arrested in consequence. I shall report on this case when 
completed. ^ 

10. The new Law will commence working on the first petition. 
Mr. Mackenzie has joined at Hadrah. Mr. Taylor will be at Dahmoor- 
hoedah on Wednesday. Mr. Betts has gone to Jeflsore. 

11. The following is the present disposition of the forces in cam^ 
in thii Zillah : — 

BSNOAL. l^ILITABT POLIOE. 



Damoorhoodah, 80 Men under Lieut. Dufil 
Hat-Boleah, Mr Tripp's 

line, 80 ^„ 

Bamoondee,ditto ditto, ... 30 „ 

Meherpore, 50 „ 

Hadrah, 60 „ 

Bongong, 50 „ 



300 



Jemadar; 

Lieut.. Robertsom. 

Jemadar. 

Lieut. Baker.. 

Soubdr. Soobhan: Ehaa. 
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Lauor£ Light Hobse. 

a 

March tomorrow as below. 

" Damoorhoodah, 30 Sabres under Capt. Travers, wi^ staff. 

Soobdhee, in Jessore, 30 „ „ I^eut. 

Kurreempore, 20 „ „ Lieut. 

Kishnaghur, 20 „ „ Serjeant, at 

my own disposaL 

W. J. Herschel, 
EiSHNAOHUR, m ) , Officiating Magistrate 

1st April 1860. ) 



From S. E. Collis, Esq., to A. Gbotb, Esq., Commissioner of Nuddea, -(dated 

Calcutta, the aist March 1860.) 

Sir, 

With reference to the assertion made by Mr. Herschel to you 
of the state of the District from the 17th to the 24th of March, which 
was read out on Saturday last at theoneeling of the Legislative Council? 
and which is as follows — ** In regard to the Doodhpettee fire I regret to 
say thsM^fr. ISIcares has shown no desire to remove the^suspicion of the 
Byots^gainst the factory, a suspicion resting on groimds much stronger 
than in the Kadjoora case against the Kyots," — I have the honor to 
forward an extract of a letter from Mr. Meares to me. I have also jtst 
received a letter from Mr. Tweedie, the Manager of the Lokenauthpore 
Division of the Concern, in which he states as follows : " At this s^son 
the Byots are in the habit day and night of burning the chaff and refuse 
of their cold weather crop, and they are most careless as to the spot 
chosen for doing so, usually just where it happens to be : the consequence 
is that fires are frequent, and were the factory people to be responsible 
for them all, they would be in constat hot water." As to Mr. Meares 
giving no assistance in the matter, he distinctly told Mr. Herschel he 
would give 1,000 Rs. to find out the culprit, and would give the 
Kyots 200 Rs. to assist them in building up their houses. Mr. Tweedie 
goes on to state, "as to the number of houses burnt, only six Ryots' 
houses were burnt and every little outhouse and cow-shed must hare 
been counted to make up the exaggerated number 28/' Mr. Tweedie fur- 
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ther states the sum of Bs. 5,000 put down as the loss supposed to have 
been sustained by the Doodhpettee Ryots is a gross exaggeration. 

As the assertion of the Magistrate has been published, .and is likely if 
uncontradicted to do Mr. Meares a serioua injury, it is due to him to have 
his statement of the case heard. I have therefore to request you 'jyill 
forward a copy of this letter and enclosure to his Honor the Lieutenant 
Governor of Bengal. 



Extract from Mr, Meares' letter^ dated Lokenathpore^ 27 th March 1860. 

I NOT only offered Rs. 1000 to find out who had burnt the houses or who 
had instigated the burning of them, but I offered the R^ots Rs. 200 to re- 
build thehouses. This I did to Mr. Herschel in Mr. Tweedie's presence. I under- 
stand there were not more than 20 houses burnt, if that, and I feel sure 
none of our people had anything to say to the burning, and when I made 
the offer of Rs. 200 I thought it was very liberal seeBig how badly the 
Ryots were behaving. Fires occur every week during the month of March, 
and if the factory servants are to be made responsible for tliem all, they will 
have enough to bear. I have inquired^to the case, and as I said before I 
do not believe that any of our people had anything to say to the case. 



Telegraph Message From D. J. MacNxil IJsq , to the LiEUTEKAKT-GoTXB2roB« 

Calcutta,— (BoDgong, the 8th April 1860.) 

• 
Riot just reported at Narainpoor in Bhagda, 24 miles off. Arrested 

persons rescued from the Police. I start immediately with Military Police 

for the place. 



From A. Gbotb, Esq., Commissioner of the Nuddea Division, to the Secretary to 
the Gbvemment of Bengal, Fort William,— (No. 90Ct., dated Allipore, the 
loth April 1860.) 

Sib, 

I BEG to lay before his Honq^ the Lieutenant Governor the 
Nuddea Magistrate's 6th Weekly Report dated the 9th instant. 
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2. I fear Mr. Maclean's health is again beginning to fail ; the heatiir 
tents just now must be trjring. I hope arrangements may soon be made 
for constructing the Sub-Divisional buildings at Damoorhoodah as well 

as a^ Bongong. 

%. \ daily return will be made to me by each officer of adjumoations 
under the new Bill, and next week I shall probably be able to show hpw 
this is working. As I have stated in a previous letter, I do not think 
that there will be many awards, and the Planters are* right not to preaa 
for them, if they see a likelihood of their lands being sown without 
coercion. 

8. The Jessore Magistrate's reports ai^ favourable. He also anti'* 
cipates very few cases imder the new Bill. 

4 I have no pSrticulars yet from Mr. MacNeil of the riot in Thannab 
Bagdah, which he yesterday reported by Telegraph. 



6ih Weekly Report of the State of the Indigo Districts in ZiUah NuddeOf 

for the Week ending 7th April 1860. 

Under the new Law several cases of destruction of Indigo have been 
taken up and punishment has followed. 

Th^Byots in the South of the District have declared themselves ready to 
Bpw, and it is only in the North that they hold out. This is partly owing 
to the fact that Mr. Maclean has found it impossible to make head against 
the amount of work thrown on him. I was obliged to return to Damoor- 
hoodah accordingly on Wednesday. I took Mr. Taylor up with me^and 
on examining Mr. Maclean's file of cases found that in fact the machi- 
nery of justice had become clogged. I assimied charge of the Office 
for three days, during which I struck off all cases the decision of which 
was not imperative, and distributed the remainder among Mr. Taylor, 
stationed at H&t-Boleah, Mr. Maclo^ at the Sub-Division, and Mr. 
Betts, whom I detained for this purpose. The number of GoUectozr 
cases instituted by the Planters has also added enormously to the work 
on hand. Mr. Maclean is in no way to blame. 

The Ryots generally are awaiting the first decisions irnder the Law. 
The Planters are averse te bring cases, saying they would rather not 
press the Ryots if they will sow without recourse to Law. However 
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m veiy l^xge number have now been started at Damoorhoodah, and I 
expect decisions on them before the end of the week. 

On my return from Damoorhoodah on Saturday I went; to one of the 
▼illageli in the Khalboleah Concern, where the Kyots refused to gow. 
Qa exphdning the Law to them they submitted, it being clear that they 
had taken their advances, ** If that is the order of Government," they 
said^ '' of course we must sow/' This is the general feeling, and the first 
decisions under the* Act will produce sowings all over the District. I have 
been urging the Planters therefore to bring their cases on at once, that 
the result may be as speedily made known as possible. 

The last news in from Mr^ Tripp's neighbourhood is that he expecta 
the Ryots will sow. 

While at Damoorhoodah I had in the Joyrampore Eyots. They 
simply denied that they were under advances for the present year ; somei 
of them, they admitted^had taken advances, but the greater part they 
said had not done so, imd unless ordered to sow they declined to do it. 
Their behaviour was perfectly respectful. ' I took the opportimity while 
at Damoorhoodah of inquiring into the grounds on which Samrutt(Hi 
Mouhk was officially ^reported to have ass\mied the title of Neel Bansa 
Binasuk, &c. — ^It is certain the title has never been seen in writing, 
and how it arose orally I am quite unable to ascertain. 



From D. J. McNbii., Esq., Joint Magistrate of Bongong, to the Seoreiary to 
the GoTemment of Bengal, — ( Nt>. 12, dated Narainpoor, 12th April 1860.) 

SlB, 

I PATE the honor to report for the information of Govern- 
ment that^ having received a report on the evening of the 8th instant^ 
from the Darogah of Bagdha, that he had been attacked by a mob in 
this place, and that four persons whom he ha^ arrested had been rescued 
from him, I came down at once to the spot with thirty of the Military 
Police. I reached this place at sunset on the 9th, and upon information 
received from the Darogah and others, I arrested the same night in 
their houses eighteen out of twenty-three offenders, whose names were 
known* One other person has since been apprehended, and I have 
convicted the whole nineteen, and seiitenced^hem to six months' im- 
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prisonment and to fine. I have also diBmissed seren of the yilla^ 
Police, who were present and refused to lend the Darogah any asaiBt- 
aiice. • 

2» The facts of the case appear to have been as follow. — A petition 
was presented to the Darogah of Bagdha, at Jadabpore on the 7 th 
instant, by one of the Elasmari Factory people, to say that, without the 
assistance of a Burkunduz to keep the peace in Narainpoor, they dared 
not go into that village to get the Indigo sown, i(hd that as rain had 
fallen, they wished to do so at once. The Darogah sent a Burkundaz 
to the spot, and ordered the Naib Darogah of Mohishpore also to go 
there and see th^t no disturbance took place. 

3. Another petition was presented to the Darogah a few hours 
afterwards by another of the Factory servants ; stating that they had ac- 
tually gone to Narainpoor to sow Indigo, and had been driven out by 
^he villagers, and asking leave to go there in npson. He did so ; and 
on arriving at I^arainpoor on the morning of the 8th instant, he found 
the Naib Darogah in the act of reading out to some five-and-twenty 
of the Ryots the Proclamation, issued by my predecessor three weeks 
ago under the Magistrate's orders. The Darogah then read out to 
the people the Purwana and Istehaf recently issued, which explain the 
provisions of the new Act. They laughed at him, and said ihey would 
obey no such orders. 

4. •The Darogah then inquired from the ^^las^i^ri Factory Gomas- 
tah, who was present, who were the principal men among the Kyots 
before him. The Gomastah pointed out four persons, mentioning their 
names. The Darogah ordered two Burknndazes who were with him 
and the Chowkeedars present to arrest them ; the Chowkeedars refused, 
but the Burkundazes obeyed his directions and seized the four 
men pointed out. They had not taken them, however, abov^e 100 
yards, when the Rvots of the neighbouring villages, who had been 
collecting round, and ha4 apparently been lying In wait out of 
sight, suddenly appeared to the number of 200 or more, with lat- 
ties in their hands, laid hold of the Darogah's prisoners and dragged 
them away from the Burkundazes, and threatened and abused the 
Darogah himself and his Naib. The Darogah, seeing how numerous 
his assailants were, did not attempt to recover the men who had been 
rescued from him, but Atired, and reported the matter to me. 
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. 5. The case is therefore one of simple resistance to the Police^ 
mnd would not be of any great importance were it not for its connection 
with the ill-feeling prevailing among the Ryots towards the Indiga 
Plantefs. That ill-feelitig had to a great extent passed away in Jhis 
part of "die District, if indeed there ever has been much of it. iJut^ it 
has suddenly revived, and seems very widely spread. It will be im- 
pi>98ib}e to tell, until another fall of rain occurs, what eifect the pun- 
ishment of these offenderamay have upon the neitj;hbourhood. . But the 
last fall has been fallowed by no sowing throughout the greater part- 
of the lands of the Kotgoora Factory. I am assured that only from 200 
to 300 beegahs have been so\^n out of 12,000, though a large portion of 
them had previously been ploughed up for the purpose. 

6. I have every hope that the removal of these individuals whom I 
have just convicted, and among whom are some of the principal promo^ 
tcrs of the opposition to ^ Factory people, will have a very good effect* 
Sut the suddenness and extent of this movement among Kyots, who 
only a fortnight ago professed their readiness and willingness to perform 
their contracts, seems to set all anticipations as to their future behavior 
at defiance. Emissaries' from other more disaffected parts must be at 
work among them. * 

7. Just now all is quiet, and I therefore return to Bongong. 



No. 1938. 



Copy forwarded for the information of the Government of India 
in the Home Department. •» 



From A. GBoris, Esq , Commissioner of tho Naddea Division, to the Secretary to 
the Grovemmenfe of Bengal, Fort William,— (No. lOOCfe., dated Allipore, tho 
18th April 1860.) 

Sib, , ' 

I BEG to submit here with^ in original, the Nuddea Magistrate's 
7th Weekly Report on the state of that part of his District in which the 
Indigo disputes prevail. 

' 2. I presume that Mr, Herschel refers to Sections 1, 2, and 3 of the 
liaw as the contract Sections^ and to 5^and 6 as the penal Sections* 

60 
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i'. 

The Planters are acting unwisely for their ultimate interests, if 
as here reported; they are trying "to invest the Law with greater 
terror than it leally has." No doubt the promulgation of this stringent 
LaiF and the presence of troops must give them for the moment the 
adyan^ge of appearing to have the whole weight of Government on 
their side^ but if the llyots, acting on good counsel and appreciating the 
exceptional character of the late measure^ accept this as an order to sow 
for this year and reserve the question of their relatiens with the facto- 
ries for deliberate decision hereafter^ they will occupy a far better posi- 
tion for obtaining their object than the Planters^ artificially supported 
as they are, now hold. . 

3. I cannot help fearing that misrepresentations of the real purport 
of the Law must*faave had some influence on such Ryots as are reported 
to have taken advances and made contracts since its promulgation. 

4. The cases instituted in the Damoorhoodah Sub-Division have 
not yet been reported ; in one case only under Section VI. disposed of 
by Mr. Herschel^ has the decision been before m^ In Jessore no 
cases under the new Law have yet been instituted. 

5. I do not like to see the mention here made of Mr. Betts' having 
sentenced a Mookhtar to 6 months' imprisonment and fine under Section 
y. The effect of such a sentence will naturally be to deprive the 
Byots of legal advice in the management of their cases^ which will give 
the n^w Law a still harsher character than it tx^m^ now wear. I have 
sent for the record and shall report on Mr. Bett's proceedings hereafter, 
and I shall require a report from the Magistrate on the heavy penalties 
inflicted by Mr. Mackenzie in the cases decided by him under 
Section VI. ^ 

6. I have seen Mr. MacNeil's report on the Narainpor^ Ryots, and so 
I am aware has His Honor the Lieutenant-Governor. The application 
to the Darogah does not appear to me to have been sufficient to justify 
him in acting on it as lie did, but I reserve my o|)inion on this point till I 
see the record, and learn tLe instructions which he gave to the Burkun- 
dauze when sending him to the village. The factory people should 
have brought a suit if they had reason to apprehend that the Narain- 
pore Ryots would not sow. The Darogah's subsequent proceeding in 
going personally to the spot on a second similar application, and in 
arresting 4 persons pointed oat^by the factory Gomastah, as the princi- 
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pal men^ in a crowd which had laughed at him, appear^ to havB been 
arbitrary and injudicioua enough to have provoked a more serioua riot 
than that which followed. 



No. 1939. 
Copt forwarded for the information of the Government of India 
in the Home Department 



1th Weekly Report on the State of the Indigo Districts in ZiUah Nuddeah 

ending 14M April 1860. 

The operation of the new Law has began t<f sfiow itself in the 
conduct of the people. It has undoubtedly acted as an irritant The 
Planters, to judge by the complaints put in are straining every nerve 
to invest the Law with greater terror than it really hjis, and the sen- 
tences passed under it are being held as threats over the Ryots, who in 
several places have agreed to sow, yielding in some to the true bidding 
of the Law, in others to simple fear. I have not yet had a single case 
preferred to me under the contract "section, though I have had several 
preferred under the penal sections. As a sign of the same tendency to 
coerce instead of to sue the Ryot even under the present most sununa- 
ry Law, I should mevtion that the Zemiiidaree powers of the Pkjiters, 
to eject Ryots or to measure their lands are being largely worked, but 
a steady disinclination appears lo exist to bring the real point at issue 
into Court at once. The only exception that I know of yet is in Mr. 
Forlong's case, who has instituted several suits at Damoorhoodah. Mr. 
Maclean (w}ii6e file is now reduced to manageable limits) received a 
geat number of cases on Saturday, the 7th, and he has brought a num- 
ber of them to a decision already, and so have Messrs. Taj^lor and 
Betts. 

2. Mr. Maclean reports, — *^ No breach of the peace has taken place 
in this part of the District, nor have any assemblages on the part of the 
villagers, or other proceedings likely to disturb the public tranquillity, 
taken place. 

'^ In the Hardee Thannah, Mr. Taylor has been disposing of the cases 
brought by Mr. Hills, of Eatchicatta^^under the Bill to enforce Indi- 
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go contracts, aqd the Byots have generally agreed to sow in obedi* 
ence to orders. Here Mr. Betts and myself have had a good number of 
cases institutedjjy the Neechindipoor and Peerpoor Factories. For 2 or 
3 dqjyrs the Ryots steadily refused, i^^d some were committed lo the 
Ci^il tfail in default of payment of the pecuniary award. Yesterday 
however most of those committed by myself agreed to execute their 
contracts as ordered, and were therefore released, being at the same 
time warned that any delay would entail serious con^quences on them 

" The cases will be duly reported in obedience to the instructions 
this day received. I will only remark at present that the Ryots have 
steadily denied the receipt of advances,* in the face of the Factory- 
accounts signed by the European Assistant, and of the evidence on 
oath of the Dewan "vfho paid the money. No other defence has beeu 
put forward beyond this simple denial. 

" Trespass, and destruction of Indigo cases are very few in number* 
Intimidation an(>attempts to dissuade have been brought forward, and 
in one case a Mooktear was sentenced by Mr. Betts to imprisonment 
for six months and fine. 

** No cases have yet been tried from the Khalboleah or Lokenathpoor 
Factories." 

3. I have called for the last case mentioned, as also for one in which 
Mr. Mackenzie, at Hadrah, has sentenced a number of Ilyots to impri- 
sonment for six months for cattle destruction "of Indigo. The penalty 
in the latter instance appears severe for^a first case. 

4. The only disturbance occurring since my last report has been 
at Narainpoor, in the Bongong Sub-Division. That it took place at all 
was owing to the disbelief of the Ryots in the authenticity of the 
orders read out to them. The report has already been submitted to 
Government direct by Mr. McNeil, and I enclose a copy of it herewith. 
The prompt punishment dealt out will, I think, restore discipline. 

5. On the whole, the week has bejan a critical one, with several sow- 
ing showers of rain. In the Mulnath Concern, the villages which at 
^rst showed greatest opposition have sown as usuaL In the North also 

I 

several villages have sown, but the general progress is slow, and the dif* 
ficulty of facilitating it without injustice to those Ryots whom the Law 
does not aifect is what makes it; so. 
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From A. B. YouNa, Esq., Secretary to the Government of Bengal, to th/t/ommii- 

sioner of Nuddca,>-(No. 1838. dated 19th April 1860.) 

Sib, . • * ^ 

* ,1 AM directed to ackno^edge the receipt of your lettft* No. 
lOOCt, dated the 18th instant, enclosin<i5 Mr. Herschel's seventh weekly 
report on the state of the Indigo Districts in Zillah Nuddea. In this, 
special reference i^ made to the working of the new Law, which, Mr. 
Herschel observes, has been much misrepresented by the Planters to 
the Ryots ; the sentences passed under it being held out as threats over 
the latter, with a view to coerce them to take advances. You seem to 
think that there is good ground for this belief. 

The Lieutenant Governor Is confident that if, as represented by Mr. 
Herschel, the Planters are straining the Law "to invest it with greater 
• terror than it really has," you will see that the Magistrates effectively 
prevent such abuse. 

The circumstance you. report, that some Ryots hate entered into 
agreements and taken [advances since the promulgation of the Law, is 
remarkable. It proves at least this, that all the Ryots who used to 
cultivate Indigo were not, as a matter of course, under a^;reement to 
cultivate this year ; and therefore great care is requisite in requiring 
proof of tlie agreement whenever the fact is disputed, otherwise 
grievous injustice may be done. ^ 

Mr. Herschel states fhat in die cases which have been tried, the 
evidence for the factories was their own books, as to the payment of ad- 
vances, and the oath of one of their own Native servants ; whilst no other 
defence has been put forward than a simple but steady denial of the 
receipt of advances by the Ryot The Lieutenant Governor makes no 
doubt that* the cases were decided in conformity with substantial* 
justice, and presumes that in this, as in all other civil actions now, 
the Defendant is allowed to give his own evidence on oath, as well as 
the Plaintiff and his Native servants. BRt the manner in which the 
trials are spoken of makes this a litrle doubtful. If the case be not so, 
then justice is not done. When the Defendant's oath contradicts that 
of the Plaintiff's Native Servant, the obvious duty of the Judge is to 
seek out by all means, independent evidence, to show which story is the 
more credible. This duty, it is to be hoped, is never neglected. 
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. The f&ctory books show that advances have been charged to the 
owner of the Factory ; but It is not stated lliat they contain the receipts 
of the payees ;* and it is not stated what the evidence of the European 
Assistant who signs them shows regarding the system of payment and 
entry. 

These omissions in Mr. HerscheVs report of the general character of 
these trials, the infliction by Mr. Mackenzie of the extreme penalty 
for the first case ever tried under the new Law* for destruction of 
Indigo, and the unexplained sentence of a legal agent of some Ryot 
apparently to imprisonment for six months^ show tlie necessity for the 
earliest possible revision by you of these proceedings^ in order to make 
it quite sure now^ and to be able to make it manifest hereafter^ that 
the principles of equity and moderation are observed by each Officer 
entrusted with the extraordinary |)Owers granted by the new Law. 



From A. Gbotb, Esq. CommiBsioner of the Naddea DlTision, to the Secretary to 
the Goyemment of Bengal,— (No. 109Ct., dated Allipore, the 25th April 1860.) 

\* 

Sib 

I BEQ to submit for the information of Government the Nud- 
dea Magistrate's 8th Weekly Report^ with its enclosure. 

2. The cases alluded to as having been brought by Messrs Hill's 
CDncern have been disposed of by Mr. Tayler^ and have not yet come 
before me. I hear however that in some cases he has been awarding 
double penalty^ which seems to be j^eyond the Law. « 

3. I submit for inspection two cases decided by Mr. Herschel and 
one decided by Mr. Mackenzie. These records will show his Honor that 
at all events the greatest pains have been taken by both Officers to ar- 
rive at the truth. I hope all Mr. Taylor's decisions may bear the same 
evidence. Mr. Betts' certainly do not. The Mookhtar^ I learn, with 
great satisfaction, has been released on my report on the case. 

4. It will be seen that 279 men have been imprisoned, and nearly two« 
thirds of them for breach of contract, while the Magistoite expects that 
at least 200 more )vill be imprisoned for the same offence. I can hard- 
ly believe that any man really under contract^OT what the Magistrate 
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declared to be such, would prefer going to Jail to sowing Indigo, and 
Buch being the case, I am far from satisfied with the result 

5. Mr. Maclean reports that the Nischindepore and^Peerpore suits 

have succeeded in bringing about i# settlement between Mr. Fo»long*s 
factories and the cultivators. The Lokenathpore Concern is only jiXst 
beginning to bring suits. Allusion is made in his report to the compro- 
mise of some cases of " instigation," and I have sent for the records of 
these. 

■ 

6. The Magistrate had had to correct a practice which Mr. Macleaa 
had sanctioned in the Damoorhoodah Sub-Division, of stopping the 
Byots from sowing Paddy onTwhat were claimed as Indigo lands. 

7. Mr. Platts' explanation of the circumstances^ under which he 
believes the Cathowly Ryots to have lately given contracts is not satis- 
factory. His cases of *' instigation" are being examined by the 
Magistrate. 



Sth Weekly Report of the State of the Indigo Districts in ZVlah NuA* 

dea, ending the^2\st April 1860. 

The District has had its fret and is submitting. Sowings are going 
on to a very considerable extent « 

2nd. The contract clauses > have been largely worked by Messrs, 
HiU's Concern, and though I regret to say that the number of recusant 
Byots sent to prison is very large, yet this was to be expected. The 
Law^is against precedent to the Ryot's mind, and the illiterate populace 
cannot be taught the change in so brief a space of time without numer- 
ous examples. 

Zrd, Besort to the Law in this way has become more general since 
last week, but there are still many Planters who hold out, trusting to 
the examples which are being made to save th.em the necessity of impri- 
soning their own Ryots. In my last report I attributed this reluctance 
of the Planters to sue the Byot to a desire, rather to coerce him. With- 
out retracting thatopinioD, which I think applied at the time, I do not wisdi 
to attribute to the same motive the reluctance of all Planters who still 
koqp aloo£ The Law is being very nqudly impressed on the Ryots 
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themselves^ and that I believe to be all that is necessary to ensure its 
object Many of the Planters, therefore, who have not hitherto come 
into Court arejicting wisely in abstaining from doing so now. 

4^/i. I have had some difficulty to encounter during the 'J^'cek in 
controllins: the general tendency to huriy matters to a conclusion. 

Oth, The question is very near its solution, and the tempta- 
tion to settle it at once is very great. I am waiting anxiously for the 
reports of the next week, which will tell me whether I have thrown 
too much weiizht in tlie opposite scale. 

6^^. I enclose copies of the orders to which I refer. 

7th, The irritation to which I allude^ at first has shown itself in a 
number of assaults and tumultuous gatherings in the Bagdah Thaiinah, 
and a tendency iif the same direction which but for the Military Police 
would have broken out in Damoorhoodah too. lAs it is, no actual breach 
has occurred, and Mr. Maclean's report (enclosed) is decidedly cheerino-. 

8th. I enclose also Mr. Platts' report which I am unable to condense 
much. It supports I think the opinion offered in my last that the 
Planters were trying the effect of their legal powers in other directions 
rather than appeal to the Law. 

Statement of prisoners in the Ciidl and Criminal Jail, under Act XI 
of 1860, dated 23rd April 1860: 

For Breach of Contract, 173 

„ Destruction of Indigo, ..•• 49 

„ Intimidation, • • ••• ««, 57 



Total, 279 

At least 200 men are expected for breach of contract. 



\ 



Mr. A. T. Maclean's 8^& fFeekly Report of the State of the Indigo 
Districts. iSub'Division Damoorhoodah^ from loth to 2\st April ISiSO. 



DAMOOnnOODAH. 



During the past week there has been a great improvement in the 
Nischindepore and Peerpoor villages. In fact I bflieve they have 
universally agreed to sow, taken their seed and commenced to culti- 
vate. In Joyrampoor the head men had admitted the engagements 
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of the villags generally, and promised to effect a settlement within a 
very few days. I hear they are striving to bring it about, but that 
their Ryots are determined against it The sowing of Paddy has been, 
I fear, carried to a considerable extent, and the consequence wiH Ce a 
large number of breach of contract cases. Hitherto n :)nc have been 
brought forward from Lokenathpore ; those from Nischindepore and 
Peerpoor have brought about an universal settlement 

DOULUTGUNGE, 

The Khalbolea Concern has prosecuted a few Ryots for breach of 
contract, and the advance being proved, the defendant went to Jail in 
default of payment of diynages awarded. The village of Shamnuggur, 
ill which alone any active opposition to the Factory was going on, isi 
trcported by the Mooktear to have come to terms with them, and they 
now expect all to go on smoothly. Two cases pending against Asalut 
Biswas and others for instigation, &c., have been compromised. 

In Hardee the Ryots seem less disposed to come round than here, and 
Mr. Tayler has a great deal of worlg I hear. 

The Darogah reports that the Jhaoodiah Ryots were rather insubor- 
dinate towards him recently, refusing to admit him to their village, but 
no actual resistance was offered. I have called for a full report on the 
case, which originated in Some disputes with the Factory, some of whoso 
cattle &c., were carried off. I trust the case will not prove serious. 

To THE DaROQAHS. 

The sowings of Indigo and Rice having commenced, I observe that 
several Police Officers are exceeding their authority in attempting to 
secure quiet by inducing the Ryots to sow. 

2. I have to call the attention*of all Police Officers to my orders of 

21st March, in which the Police were absolutely prohib'ted from using 

their influence one way or the other. They were directed merely to 

read the Law or other orders out, but not to attempt to explain it If 

the Ryots do not understand they must be told to come in to the nearest 

Magistrate. « 

61 
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3. The daties of the Police are now much simpler than before. 
The Law is now pretty well understood^ and the late orders to read it 
out in villages where it may be necessary are accordingly stopped, ex- 
cepting as to the Section about destroying Indigo. The destruenon of 
In3igo is to be prohibited to the utmost. The Darogahs will now confine 
themselves to their usual duty of keeping the peace only. 

4. The new Law does not give the Police any more power than 
heretofore to either order a Ryot to sow Indigo or to prohibit him from 
Bowing Rice. It merely allows the Magistrate after judicial inquiry to 
order a Ryot who has taken advances to sow Indigo, and allows the Ryot 
if he prefers to pay the damages to sow Rice. If he does not pay the 
damages he will go to prison. 

5. This order is not to be published. I^s intended for the guid- 
Imce of yourself and your subordinates, and is to be kept to yourself. 

V W. J. Hkrschel, 

Officiating Magistrate^ 
Dated I9th April 1860. 



To THE DaUOOAHS. 



Dated 2Srd April I860. 

The enclosed Notification is to be simply read out wherever my 
order prohibiting the interference o^ the Police in the matter may have 
encouraged the Ryots to sow Rice to their own and the Planter's loss. 

W. J. Heeschel, 

Officiating Magistrate. 






Notification. 



I hear that several Ryots without thinking of the result are sowing 
Rice on Indigo lands. This is^sheer folly and wrong doing of theirs. 
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The Ryots well know, and those who don't may learn it now, that under 
the new Law any crop sown on lands which ought to have been sown in 
ladiffQ, will be attached by Government to pay the Pla^hter's damages. 

IfVk;er this warning they sow Rice on those lands, I have 1yit*ono 
word to say ; they will lose their crop, and when the Commission Hakims 
come, how are they to believe the words of the Ryots when they see 
them show such budzatee ? 

Let the Ryots bear this in mind. 

W. J. Herschel, 
* Officiating Magi$trate. 



From F. Platts. Esq., Deputy Magistrate or Kurreempore, to the Magistrate of 
Nuddea,--(No. 76, dated Camp Mehorpore, 2ad April 1860.) 

Sir, 

With reference to your Memorandum^ No. 252, dated 19th 
April 1860, and the copy accompanying it, of the Commissioner of 
Nuddea's letter, No. 128, of the 16th April 1860, I have the honor to 
submit the following information. 

2. Mr. Smith, of Cathowly, came to my Cutcherry one m»rning 
durin» the week ending Friday, the 13th April, and mentioned that 
the Ryots ot several of his villages had signed kobooleuts to sow 
Indigo, and as others were coming in daily for the same purpose, he 
was in hopes that he would not have occasion to resort for the fulfil- 
ment of his contracts to the contract Law iu force. He statft also, 
by way of explanation, that ho had agreed to reduce by one-half the 
quantity of land hitherto sown by his Ryots with Indigo. 

3. The fact that many Ryots have come to terms with (not only 
Mr. Smith) Planters has been comrauuicattfd^to me also by the Meher- 
pore Darogah, and as no suits for breach of contract have been insti^ 
tuted by Messrs. Tripp, Tessendie, Sibbald, or any other Planter, with 
the exception of the Manager of the Ruttonpore Concerriy it is clear, 
either that matters have been settled, or there is a prospect of arriving 
at an amicable settlement without resort to litigation. 
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4. I have no reason to suppose that unlawful measures have been 
adopted by the gentlemen I have named^ to coerce the Bjots^ for no 
complaints on tliat score have been made. It is true that one man pre- 
seutbd^ petition declaring that he had been forcibly compelled wsiga 
a kt>boolGut^ but he soon after, and without producing his evidence, 
filed a razeenamah. The Kyots of many villages have during the present 
vreek brought " notices^^ to the Darogah of this place, for explanation, 
aud they proved to be notices of ejectment under Section XXI of the 
arrears of llent Law. The men were informed that if their rent was 
not in arrears, and if they were not liable, under the terms of the Law 
of ejectment, their remedy lay with the Collector of the District. I 
have however mentioned this circumstance merely as a probable expla- 
nation of the Kycfts agreeing to cultivate Indigo. There is another 
formidable power (formidable to the llyots) in the hands of the 
Planter, by which he can make the Ryot conform to his will. I allude 
to the system of receiving payment of rent in kind. The Planters 
thus accumulate the greater portion of the grain of the District in their 
Oolabarccs, and the Uyot's chief supply is obtained from these stores. 
If the Planter refuses to sell or supply, the result is obvious. 

5. Tiie Commissioner considereclit highly improbable that contracts 
shoulil be renewed now, since " so many alleged contracts are being 
repudiated.'^ With reference to this opini<^I would beg to venture 
the following facts : 40 cases have been instituted in this Court, and 11 
men have already appeared as Defendants ; 6f these eleven, seven ac- 
knowledge that the contract to sow .exists, and of the seven, four 
unreservedly admit having received an advance in cash ; while the 
other four say that the advance, though made, was never received by 
them, ^ it was immediately carried to their credit on account of rent, 
which they acknowledge to have been due. There remains then the 
minority of four, who repudiate the contracts and allege that their 
lands were sown by force. 

C. No cases under thejaew Law between the Cathowly proprietor 
and his flyots have as jetTiecn decided by me. Two or three ch.irges 
of instigation of llyots, and wanton destruction of Indigo crops, are 
pending, and uuder investigation. I am unable to supply a report of 
the cases of instigation of Ryot^ decided by me, as the records of all 
such cases^ave been forwarded, according to instructions, to your 
ofiSce. » 
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Prosecutor, 


Nobo Biswas, 
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Clarke, of Khalbolia. * 
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Crime charged. 












PnOCEEDINGS, 



Plaintiff, sworn. — I nm Tesliildar of Tcngura and others. The Rvots 
of Simhi Panchpotah petitioaed to the Court against sowing Indigo. 
They wanted me to join thera. *! refused. They threatened me not to 

come in to the viUage again. Now^the I^endants I to give out 

that thcr will kill me and not let me enter the villac^e and will burn 
my house. J dare not go into my own house in the village, and I fear 
auv dav to hear of mv house beinjc burnt. 

• Ou being questioned who has said or done this, he states that 4 
days ago, Defendants 1, 2, and 3 told me this in Simla at the house of 
SaA Siieik near my own house. . « ^ 

Examined, — I am under engngement to sow Indigo. The tlireata 
now used to me are to deter me from sotviug it. I have not dared to 
enter the village for a month past. 

Question. — Then how about your being at Safi's Lous^our days 
ago? 
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Answer. — I did go one night, after hearing this threat. I now 
live at Bhatchala. My family stay in my house at Simla. I had not 
been home for a long time. I went only to see my family, not on my 
znaster^s business. 
• Why did you stop at Safi's house ? 

They (his house and mine) are 8 yards apart I saw a number of 
Mussulam and Gwalahs sitting there. Tiiey said *' Salam alaikum, sit 
here awhile/' I sat down and we talked awhile. They said " we are 
going to prosecute our complaint, you must go with us." I refused. 
They said we'll make you. I then went home, ^have not removed 
my family in consequence. I have 6^ beegahs under Indigo cultivation, 
but not sown. As I was sitting there, Punchaand Ishwar came, seeing 
the majlis they came after I did from Chunder Roy's Golabarree about 
one russee off. I left the village early in the morning. I have not 
had any occasion to go to the village since. I left it a month ago. I 
generally live a^ Bhatchala, and go home after an interv&I of a week or 
two, or a month or two. 

Question. — It seems then, that you went this time much as usual, 
and without opposition. I do not see that you were under any appro- 
liension when you went home this time? 

Answer. — There has been nothing to do i^he village lately. The 
rents are all collected. ^^ 

flatness. — ^^Puucharam Ghose. — I and Ishwar and Kamchunder Roy 
went to Naraiupore in the afternoon. We were returning from Chuuder 
Roy's house. When near S^'s house we saw defendants 1, 2 and 3 tell- 
ing Plaintiff *' you have agreea to s«w Indigo for the Saheb. If so, we 
will beizzut you and burn your house and kill you and your family. If 
you join us no one shall be allowed to touch you." Plaintiff objected and 
called out " do vou hear." Then all the rest of the Defendants began to 
give him abuse and threats. Afterwards Plaintiff by humouring theof 
got away. ^ 

Evad^ or cannot sa^ what the particular conversation was. Quito 
impossible to bring him to details. 

Went close up to the paura in which they were all sitting. Sai 
down below it, got a hookah and a smoke there. They had a 
hubble-bulible passing round. Dou't know whether Nobo Biswas was 
smoking. «. 
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Ishwar Sirdar. — Ditto. Saya Plaintiff called on them to bear wit- 
ness to the fact that they had threatened to burn his house. 

Plair{iiff recalled. — Did you call on witnesses to bear witness when 
the threat of fire was used ? • 

I called them as witnesses to the general conduct of the Defendants. 
I did not do it in consequence of any particular threat used by any 
particular man. I^said you be witnesses and therefore got up and went 
away. Alum Biswas first used the words " We'll burn your house.'* I 
knew the witnesses before. ^ 

Puncharam, re-egpimincd. — I was told then by the Plaintiff " Theso 
fellows won't be witnesses^ I stiall call you.'' He told us this as he left 
the place. Alum first said '* We'll burn your house." I was not threaten 
ed when Plaintiff said *' These fellows won't bear witness, you must." 

By Defendant's Mooktear who has just come in. — I am a Tagadgir 
of the Saheb's. 

Ishwar. — After a deal of examination, and being brought to the point 
by almost leading questions says, Alum said "We'll burn your house." 
I am a Nil Tagadgir of the Saheb's. 

I do not believe the charge, and ^ould dismiss it at once, but I pre- 
fer taking the defence of the party before deciding whether to put the 
Plaintiff on his defence foPpreferring a false complaint. 

Alum Sheik, Defendant.— Denies ; declares that Nobo Biswas di(t not 
go into the village that day. 

GopdL^ The same. 

Diyanut — The same. • ^ 

* . Decision. 

I distrust* the charge altogether. I find no reason to doubt that 
Plaintiff did go into the village that day. His deposition wears an 
appearance of truth in this respect, but the only question before me is 
what was said at the meeting between himself and the Byots. To prove 
this he brings two witnesse:) who, concealing* their service uMer the 
Plaintiff, put themselves forward as chance Ryots of another village 
accidentally passing the place. They are esl^osed now as regular paid 
servants of the Plaintiff. 

This, and the very unsatisfactory result of the cross etnmination 
leave me no room to doubt that they were not really present at the 
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meeting. Had they been present, they would havo avowed their 
service and given it as the reason for their presence. 

Tiiat two Piired witnesses shouhl have been brought is enopgh to 
ma^ketthe Plaintiff liable for a false coraphiint. But I really believe 
iKere was a meeting of the two parties, and before putting him on his 
defence, 1 expected to get proof of what really was said at it. The 
Defendants however absolutely deny the presence of the Plaintiff in the 
village that day, and as I cannot believe their assertions on the point 
I cannot consider it proved that the Plaintiff's deposition is false. 

It is certainly not proved true however, and the Defendants are 
acquitted. 

I earnestly hope no more attempts will be made to support these 
charges by false witnesses. I am aware of the difficulty of procuring 
witnesses in the present state of affairs. But nothing can justify the 
deliberate falsification of evidence. Had the story of the Defendants 
appeared to meSi reasonable one, I would not have hesitated to act 
upon it. 

W.J. HRnSCHBL, 

19/^ April 1860. Officiating Magistrate. 
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Breach of contract. 
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Proceedings. 

Plaintiff y sworn, — I am a servant of the Tezaratee of the Hanskhally 
Concern. Defendant in 1859, ^ the 11th February, took 4 Rupees 
cash, after settling accounts which showed him to owe 9^ annas? JJe 
agreed to sow 2i biggahs year by year from 1859 to 1863-64, for 5 
years. He gave a written koboolyat. Now they won't sow. 

Files the koboolyat. 

Plaintiff examined, — The koboolyat was signed in my presence. 

By Defendants Moohiear. — The Gomastha, Somnath Gangoolee, gave 
the money at the time. Mr. Hampton was then there in his room. 
The money was given in the Dufturkhana of the press-house. 

I am now Tezaratee Gomastha to the Factory. I h^e no connection 
with the Indigo Department of the Factory. I live in village 
Bhadjanala. I know that the agreement specifies 5 years, and that it fixes 
10 Rupees a beegah as penalty for not cultivating. I do not remember 
any of the other stipulations. Joynarain Biswas signed the paper as 
having been drafted by him. Hirmath Sheikh the same. The other 
witnesses were Keemoo Sheikh, who touched the pen ; there was a 
Brahmin, a Mohurrir of Mr. Hai^pton's time there, who wrote the 
names for the witnesses who could not write ; I don't know his name. 
There were present also Bansi Sheikh, Baboo Sheikh, and Nazir Sheikh 
That Mohurrir, a Brahmin, filled in the blanks in the printed koboolyat 
as well as the names. I fiannot say nthether my name was given in by 
my employers as a servant in tlip isounavessee of that time. 

By tlie Court. — I was Tezaratee servant at that time in the same 
position that I am now. The Tezaratee papers were then .kept at 
Hanskhally. 

By the Mboktear* — I am employed mostly at the Golabaree, where I 
have to attend the actual business. I keep papers of my own wherever I 
am, and send up reports, &c. to the Factory. 

I have given evidence in one case under Act X of 1859. 

By Defendant, — The Saheb got the paper from Calcutta. I know 
because I asked at the time. I am not called on to see these papers 
often. I cannot say I have ever seen more of them. 

The whole of Dokhinpara was in that day to settle accounts. I am 
not a witness to all these koboolyats. I am merely prosecutor. I have 
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no mooktearnama. J am on behalf of my master, I went that day 
only to the Factory. I was not stopping there then. I went there in the 
moving and returned in the afternoon. 

Cy the Court. — I had nothing wnatever there to do with What was 
going on. I happened to see what was done. I am now prosecutor aa 
representative of the Factory. 

The writing began at four dundo^ t. e.y I went there then and staid 
till the afternoon. The witnesses swear to the kobol^lyat. 

Witness Joynarain, examined. — Is a servant of Plaintiff's master. Was 
nn Oomedwar there when the koboolyat was written. I have now 
been engaged as Mohurrir for 2 or ^3 months. In Lakigachcha 
Factory. After thinking, " I receive 3 Rupees a month >*' I have written 
in the ZemindarSe books of that Factory. 

I staid in the Factory as Oomedwar, was there writing at 1^ pohur 
din. <5reat numbers were signed, I only signed on 6 papers. I know 
nothing about any others. I don't know the name of the Mohurrir who 
wrote the koboolyat. He was a Brahmin Oomedwar who came up 
from Calcutta. I do not know all the Ryots of Dokhinpara, I knew these 
6 because they came that day. I . have not seen them since. I can 
recognize them all six now. The *• koboolyat was given to the Dewan. 
With myself, there were 7 witnesses. I cannot say without looking at 
the koboolyat for how much each koboolyat was. Bolai and Bikal 
signftd by mark ; the others wrote themselves. 

Cannot say when the Janmonsthamde was. 

Nazir Seikh, Witness, — I went with a letter to Hanskhally. I saw the . 
Ryots signing koboolyats. I am Tagadgir of Chitrosail Factory. I saw 
Bolai sign and was made a. witness in the case. Somenath Brahmin was 
then Dewan, Mr. Hampton was in charge of the Factory. Names the 
wii;ness« The koboolyat was written by a Brahmin of Mr. Hampton's 
Oomedwaree. I don't know his name. 

Hirmat, — I went with wood on hire to Hanskhally. Saw the koboo- 
lyat being settled. I ^w Bolai give a koboolyat (names all the 

conditions.) 

^Decision. 

I cannot support this case. 

These witnesses are, I regret to say, utterly untrustworthy. They 

are without exception men who have no natural connection with the pre- 
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paratioQ of the koboolyat. This document I observe is an excellently 
printed one on stamped paper^ with the year on which the agreement 
was to be made^ printed on it. It is not probable that ^n agreement 
80 weirgot up would have been concluded without better witnesses, to 
it than a Rice agent who has nothing whatever to do with Indig'S; an 
Oomedwar, who^ after a year of attendance has obtained now a Mohur- 
rir's appointment on 3 Rupees a mouth, a Tagadgir of another Factory 
who happened to IfAve come to the spot with a letter; again^ men who 
happened to be bringing wood to the Factory and a Mohurrir^ who was 
seeking employment from the Assistant in charge of the Factory at 
the time^ who also wrote in i\\fi blank spaces i|a the form, but whose 
name no one knows nor where he now is. Judging by the manner 
of the witnesses a^d their appearances, I come to the 'same conclusion 
viz,, that the witnesses are false witnesses and that the koboolyat was 
never given. 

No Factory accounts are given in ; the whole case depends absolutely 
on the reliability of the evidence offered to the simple signature of 
the koboolyat and that breaks down completely. 

I dismiss the case. 

W. J. Hebschrl^ 

Offff. Magistrate. 

23n/ April 1860. . • 
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Lis way to the Rariparah Haut at about 3 p. m. on the day previous, 
he saw the undermentioned villagers of Beerpore, (wh»o have taken 
advances to sow Indigo and have actually sown Indigo^)* ploughing up 
a field of Indigo with seven ploughs ; the field was Kalla Mooleok 
Chand Sheikh's^ and the men ploughing were the said Kalla Moolook 
Chand Sheikh, Tecncowrie Ghorami, Nocolee Sheikh, Jugroo Sheikh, 
Kabil Sheik Mehar Alii Sheik, Kamal Mundul, Nondo Das, end Deeno 
Ghose, the latter was merely standing with a latee in his hand. Com- 
plainant forbid them to break up the Indigo, they were about (or attemp- 
ted) to beat him. They broke up about two beegahs of plant. 

Immediately on taking con^plainant^s deposition I directed the issue 
of summons on the defendants^ and immediately proceeded in person 
to the spot. * 

I found on examination of the field, which had been ploughed up, 
shoots of young grown Indigo plant^ and from the slender size of the 
shoots I have no doubt whatever the plant was of Octc^er sowing, and 
not eld stulpps of last year with new leaves, as alleged by Moolook 
Chand and others in his behalf. Some old stumps of last year, with 
new leaves on them, were plucked up by the Ryots from an adjoining 
potit field, and handed to me, but on comparing these stumps with the 
young plant growing on the ploughed field, which I had myself pluck- 
ed up, and which had been taken up for me, it was clear to me 
beyond doubt, that young; growing plant had been ploughed u^, and 
equally clear that the Indigo growing on the potit field was of last 
year's sowing (i. e. old stumps With new leaves.) 

A North-wester coming on pre^bented me making a more minute 
examination, but I am perfectly satisfied that young growing Indigo 
plant was ploughed up. 

On the following day (the 7th instant,) complainant was subjected 
to a severe cross-examination in the presence of the seven de- 
fendants present. On being confronted with defendants he at 
once identified them. Complainant swears ^oolook Chand took an 
advance from the' Factory, also sixteen seers of Indigo seed, agreeing 
to sow four beegahs of land, and that the. Indigo in question which 
has been ploughed up was sown by Moolook Chand himself in the end 
of Assin or beginning of the month of Kartick last. 

Witness No. 1, Modoo Raj, Burkundaz, examined on the 7th in 
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the presence of the accused ? deposes in chief to the same effect ai 
complainant in his examination in chief. He also proves the taking 
of the advance and of the seed byMoolook Chand^ and the sowing 
of Wie seed by Moolook Chand. 

.Witness No. 2, Chamroo Boonwa, deposes to the like effect in chief. 
He also saw Moolook Chand taking Indigo seed from the Factory. 

Witness No. 3^ Giridhur Boonwa, deposes to the same effect in 
chief. He saw Indigo plant growing on the fields but did not see 
Moolook Chand take an advance or seed. 

Complainant files Moolook Chand's written agreement to bow four 
beegahs of Indigo. It appears from thi^documeut^ which is on a two 
annas stamp paper^ that Moolook Chand took an advance in cash of two 
rupees ; that the Yormer balance against bim was ten rupees^ one anna 
and three pie^ and that he became also liable for the two annas^ the 
value of the stamp^ in all twelve rupees, three annas and three pie. 
The agreement bears date the 25th September^ or 10th Assin last^ and 
by a clause in the agreement Moolook Chand agrees to soubidigo for 
five years. 

The defendant Moolook Chand denies that any Indigo was sown in 
the field in question this year. H^ alleges he cultivated Sugar Cane 
in the field formerly ; that he cut and took the Sugar Cane in the 
month of Falgoon of last year, that in the end of the month of Bysack, 
or in* the beginning of the month of Jeyth, the Factory people 
chittaowed Indigo seed by force in the land ; that the Indigo crop, how- 
ever, was not a good one ; that some large plant was cut and taken, and 
the small giant was allowed to remsgji ; that he ploughed the land in 
Kartick, sowed and raised a crop of Bye and Sursoo ; that he again 
ploughed the land about twenty days before in order to sow Dhan. He 
denies having ploughed up and destroyed any plant of this year, that 
two or three of the old plants may have remained standing in the field ; 
that what Indigo he has sown this year he has carefully prepared, 
and so on. He denies having takei4 an advance or any seed. Hia 
lands were sown by force by the Factory people. He states he preferred 
a general complaint with ottxers against the oppressions of the Planter 
both at ELishnaghur and at Calcutta, but did not prefer any specific 
complaint. He denies having executed any agreement. 

Hasroo Mundul, the first witness examined in support of Moolook 
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Ohand's defence, proves that Sugar Cane was formerly cultivated on the 
land, and that he heard the Factory people had forcibly sown Indigo 
in the month of Bysack last, but that he does not inow whether 
Indigo* or what crop was cultivated on the land, this year. ^ • 

Baboo 'Mundul deposes to the like effect in chief. • 

Noyan Seikh ditto more in detail. He also deposes that in Assin 
last Moolpok Cband ploughed the land and sowed Sursoo. Cannot say 
whether there was any Indigo on the ground, when the Sursoo was 
sown. Cannot say whether Moolook Chand sowed Indigo this year. 
Did not see him take an advance. He calls Moolook Chand '^ Nana'' 
(grand father) and so on. • 

Dhonei Seikh to like effect with some variance. The Indigo on the 
land only the old stalks. Calls Moolook Chand " Mamma'^ (Uncle.) 

Jhoroo Mundul, deposes much to the same effect. 

He does not know whether any Indigo was sown this year or not and 
so on. ^ 

Hakeen^-Mundul to like effect calls Moolook Chand '^ Mammoo*' 
(Uncle.) 

Soojhan Rai saw that the field had been ploughed this Cheyth. 
Saw Sursoo in the field in Agraun* cannot say whether Indigo was 
sown in the land in Assin or Kartick last. And so on. 

The defendant Nondo Das pleads denial and alibi. He was at 
Shabatee, ^ a cos from Bgerpore, at the time of the alleged oufrage. 
He says the Factory has been quarrelling with his village folks for the 
past six months, and that the Factory people sowed six or seven beegahs 
of his land by force in the mouth of Kartick last. • 

The witness Hautkoora Mundul, Bolai Das and Jadoo Das support 
the alibi. 

The Defendant Nocolee Sheikh pleads denial. 

He grazes cattle and is not a ploughman. He will not cultivate 
Indigo ; hence the complaint against him. ^is brother Meghai Mundul, 
who is one in food with him, has * a khada stnd a half of land ; the 
Sahib wants his land for Indigo. * 

The witness Lai mohun Seikh supports the defence ; he also swears 
he met Defendant on the Chatooree mat at the time of alleged offence^ 
and eat rice with Defendant. 

His other witness Pathari Sheikh doe* not know whether he broke up 
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tbe Indigo or not^ but proves be grazes cattle and does not follow tbe 

plough. 

8.» The defendant Teencowrie Mundul pleads denial. He enquires 
"wliy he should break up Indigo iu another man's field, when* be has 
not done so to the Indigo grown forcibly on his own lands^ that he 
has four khadas of land, seven or eight beegahs of which have been 
forcibly sown in Indigo ; that there is now Indigo plant on the whole 
seven or eight beegahs, and that he does not* plough with his 
own hands. 

His servant, the witness Jooran Sheikh proves that he does not put 
his own hand to the plough, that his tw(^ brothers and two servants 
plough, and so on. 

Ifis other servant, Nocoo Sheikh, deposes to the like effect. He 
does not know whether Teencowrie broke up the Indigo or not. 

The defendant Kabil Mundul pleads denial. Knows nothing. He 
does not sow Indigo, hence the complaint He has three Khadas of 
laud, seven or eight Kooras of which were sown by force in Indigo in 
the month of Assin last. He is a Koyal. 

His witnesses Nazir Sheikh aad Anundo Sheikh prove he is the 
village Koyal, and that he is not a*cultivator though he has land. 

The defendant Joyroo Sheikh pleads denial ; cannot say why he has 
been complained against. His *' baree'^ is about 40 russees from Moo- 
look^Sheikh's. Has one and a half Khada of land and one plough^ 
about ten cottahs of which have been forcibly sown down in 
Indigo. 

Uis witness, Badal Sheikh, does jiot know whether defendant broke 
up the Sahib's Indigo. The defendant is a brother-in-law of the 
witness, &c. 

His other witness, Moodee Sheikh, says Joyroo is a peaceful man. 
They plough together &c. 

The defendant IMeher Ali pleads denial and alibi. He has been 
complained against because he would not allow Indigo to be sown by 
force. He is a servant of the widow of Hurrochuhder Bose. 

Tiiis witness Ilarran Shaikh proves he was ploughing in his com- 
pany, but cannot remember the day of the month or of the week. 
Cannot say whether defendant broke up the Indigo or not. And 
so on. 
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His other witness Khoshall Sheikh is a fellow servant of defen- 
dant's. He deposes to the like effect^ but remembers «the day; of the 
week, it was last Thursday. Cannot say whether defendant broke up 
Indigo or not. And so on. # 

Upon'careful consideration of the whole of the evidence recorded 
in this case and after local observation^ I see no sufficient reason to 
doubt the bona fides of the complaint, with respect to one and all of 
the defendants. The villagers of Beerpore are all combined to sow. 
no more Indigo, and I see no reason to doubt make common cause 
against the Factory. 

I convict and sentence as detailed in columns seven and eight, and 
hope the punishment awarded will teach the villagers of Beerpore a 
wholesome lesson and act as a deterrent to others. Should it prove 
iuefFectunI, and another complaint of the same kind be proved against 
the villagers to my satisfaction, I will not hesitate to award the 
maximum amount of punishment allowed by the Law.^ 

Camp Burra Andoolera, L. MACKENZIE, 

10^6 April 1860. Deputy Alac^trate. 

The Deputy Magistrate appears to have gone most carefully into 
the case, and to ];iave given every consideration to the evidence offered. 
The conclusion as to the guilt of the prisoners is undoubtedly c^rect, 
but the punishment appears too severe for the first case tried under 
a new Law. It must be borne in mind that though the Ryots were no 
doubt anxious to get rid of their obligation |p the Factory yet till this 
new Law was passed they were ncft criminally liable for the acts they 
have committed. It is not fair to say that because before the Law 
was altered they, believing that they were allowed to do so, did 
destroy Indigo, therefore their guilt is greater if they do so now, that 
such an act is declared a crime. A sentence of one month would have 
been sufficient to prevent a repetition of the offence in that village. 

•N. B. — In these cases it is to be observed that the Law makes no 
mention of any contract. " Growing* Indigo'^ is to be protected. It 
does not matter in the least whose it is or why it was sown. The 
Planter's assertion that he has an interest in it is sufficient to entitle 
him to prosecute, and now that the act is declared a crime malice 
may be inferred from thp act itself. • 
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No. XXV. 

Rrom the Secrettry to the GoTemment of Bengal to F. G^ouldsbubt, Es^, 
ComnuBsioiier of Rajshahje,— (dated the 7th March 1860.) 

Sib, 

I AM disected to inform jou that the Lieutenant-Goyemor has 
teen in the public prints, and also received private intimation of a veiy 
serious outrage, which is reported to have occurred at Alipore, near 
Aurungabad, in the District of Moorshedabad, on the 24th Febjoary. The 
circumstances c<)lmected with this case, as it has been represented, are, 
that certain Ryots connected with the Ankoora and Ealapanee Factories, in 
consequence of the grievous oppression and extortion of the Gomashta 
of oncOT these factories, attacked *and pursued him into the factory, 
when they either beat him to death or left him very dangeroiisly wounded. 

It has also been reported that, in consequence of thi5 excited state of 
the people, the Assistant of the Manager of these factories had to make 
his escape from the factory, in company with the members of his family, 
on foot. 

As the above case appefrs to be one of a very serious and aggravated • 
nature, involving the peace and security of an important Sub-Divisipn o' 
the Moorshedabad District, you will be so good as to report imme^ately 
what particulars have reached you regarding it, and what measures have 
been or arc now being adopted in consequence. Should the circiun- 
stances of the* case, as above detailed, be f oimd to be generally correct, the 
Lieutenant Governor requps^U you to^explain why you omitted to bring so 
serious a matter to his notice, in accordance with the tenor of the instruc- 
tions issued on the abolition, of the Quarterly Statements, that all impor 
tant cases should b6 separately and immediately reported to Government 
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l>Vom F. GouLiMOTBT, Bsqm CommiBsioiier of Ciremt, Aajthah je DiTition, to Ui^ 
OflBciating Secretarj to the GoTemment of Bengal,— (No. C.»dated Bajshabjet 
Uie nth March 1860.) 

Sib, • 

I HATE the honor to acknowledge the receipt fthis morning) 
of your letter No. A. dated the 7th instant, and in reply to state that no 
intimation of the .serious outrage therein mentioned has reached this 
Office. I have called upon the Magistrate of Moorshedabad for an 
immediate report on the subject, and on receipt of his reply the result 
shall be communicated to you. 



From F. Gouldsbttbt, Esq., Commissioner of Cirouit, Bajshahje DiTisioa, to ISm 
Secretary to the Goyemment of Bengal, Fort William-^(No. 489* dated 
Eajshabje the 19th March 1860.) 

Sib, 

In continuation of my letter. No. C, of the 11th instant, I 
have the honor to forward a copy of one from the Magistrate of Moorshe* 
dabad reporting the particulars of the recent disturbances in the neigh* 
bourhood of the Ankoora and Ealapanee Factories in that District. 

2. It will be seen that nothing more serious has occurred than the 
beating of the Factory Gomashta, whose oppressive conduct is said to 
have been the sole cause of the dbturbance, and that the matter has 
since been amicably settled. 

3. Adverting however to the « excitement prevailing among the 
ByoCs in that part of the District, I have deemed it advisable, as a pro* 
cautionary measure, to send over a Detachment of the Military Police to 
be at hand in case of their services being required. 



From W. Mobbis Bsautobt, Esq.^ Officiating Magirtrata of Moorshedabad, to Aa 
Commissioner of the Eajshahye Di? ision.^(Nck 25« dated BerhampovSf the IMi 
• March 1860.) 

Sib, 

In reply to your letter No. B, «of the 11th instant, I have thf 
honor to inform you, that on the 84th ukimo a report was received frona 
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, the Darogah of Shomsheergunge that the Ghowkeedar of Mumrezpore 
had given infojpmation that the Manager of the Factory at Ankoorahhad 
surrounded th^ village for the purpose of plundering it, and that the 
vilBiggrs had collected at Nutoonhat to the number of 3,000 to resist the 
Attack. Two days afterwards (on the 26th) a further report was receiv- 
ed from the Darogah, who had in the meanwhile gone to the spot himself. 
He stated that he together with the Darogah of Sooty arrived at Mc 
hadebnugger, the scene of the disturbance, at night, and in the morning 
deputed the Mohurrir to look for traces of the plimder referred to in 
his report of the previous day, and to prevent the Ryots of Mumrespore 
from committing any riot, and he himself "proceeded to Shaukparah and 
its adjacent villag^es, where he foimd that the villagers had been collected 
in numbers at different places by beat of drum. He went to these- 
eeveral parties, explained to them the folly of what they were about to 
do, and the consequences likely to result from it ; he cautioned them to- 
desist from all breach of the peace, and at least to suspend all operations^ 
till the arrival of the Hakim on the spot, when full justice would be done 
to their grievances, to which they acceded, though they refused to disperse 
When reporting the above circumst^ces the Darogah received intima-' 
tion from Ameerudeen, Burkundaz of the Hazarparah Phawree, thatMorad 
Biswas had come to the house of Shahas Mundle, of ^ Mohadebnuggur, 
to concert plans for an attack upon the Kalapane^ Factory and the- 
murder of the Manager. Notice was immediately sent of the matter to 
Mr. Rice, with a request that he whould at once quit the place, and the . 
Darogah succeeded in preventing the rioters, already advanced as far as 
Kalapanec and Protapgunge, from c(5mmitting any disturbance on that day. 
That the planters on the other hand were assembling armed men to 
attack the Ryots, and that he could not investigate the case* of Taffazzal 
Hosscn, Gomashta, aa the witnesses named in the plaintiff's deposition^^ 
had aU fled. 

2. This information the* OflGciating Joint Magistrate communicat- 
ed to me in the interior of the District demi-officially, proposing to send- 
flie Deputy Magistrate, Baboo Sreesh Chunder Vidyarutna, to the spot! 
In reply I . sanctioned the deputation of the Deputy Magistrate, and 
suggested that a very strong body of Police should also be sent. 

3. The Deputy Magistrate and the Police reached the scene of ac- 
tioB on the 29th idem, and found^that the facts I\adbeen much exaggerat- 
ed. The Factory Gomashta had indeed been beaten, but not so as in any 
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^ay to endanger his Kfc, and the people had dispersed. Mr. Rice too, 
the Assistant at Kalapanee Factory, had left it with hi% family on the 
advice of the Police, as a precautionary measure, and had gone to another 
factory named Noorpoor. The disturbance appeared, as the I^plity 
Magistrate reports, to have been caused solely by the oppressive conduct 
of the Factory Gromashta, who was beaten, and though the rioters did 
go to Mr. Rice's Factory, they went away again peaceably when they 
were told that he was not there. 

4. As both the Zemindaree and the factories belong to the same 
person, Mr. David Andrews, both parties very soon came to the determi- 
nation that it would be best t© make up their quarrel, and therefore when 
^e Officiating Joint Magistrate applied to mefor my advice as to whether 
he should allow them to compromise the matter, I recommended him to 
comply with their wishes to avoid re-exciting or making permanent the 
bad feeling which had been raised, and because if they were determined 
to hush up the matter we should find no evidence ^ipon which to 
prosecute. 

5. With reference to no report of the affair having been sent to you, 
I have the honor to enclose a copy of the Officiating Joint Magistrate's 
explanation of hb having neglected to send to you information qf the 
disturbance, and i^ extenuation of my own share in the neglect in not 
having myself seen tiiat a proper report was submitted I venture to state 
liiat I was in the interior o£ the District at the time when I receivea Mn 
.Alexander's report, which was merely the demi-official conununication- 

\ which I have before alluded to m para 2. 



l^rottk A. B. Yoxnro, Esq., Secretary to the €k>Termnent of BeDgal, to the Coni' 
missioner of Rajshahye,— (No. 1271, dated the 27th March 1860.) 






• StR, 

I AM directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letters noted ' 
' ^, .,,,,, . on the marcrin, regarding the disturbance* 

No. C. dated 11th instant. \ ^ n t xx. . ^ « , 

* No. 489,. dated the 19th instant, m the Aurungabad oub-DiviBK)n alluded 

to in Mr. Officiating Secretary Lushing- 
ton's letter No. A, dated^e 7tli instant, tnd in reply to state that from ^ 

•4 
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what he heard of this case at Alipore, in that Sub-Division, the lieute^ 
nant Governor cannot bring himself to believe that the report now 
befoH him, which makes light of the case, is foimded npon full and 
cofte jt information of the facts. 

*2. I am to remark that from first to last the case appears to have 
been most weakly and 'improperly treated by the Magistrate, and the 
Lieutenant-Governor is of opinion that the virtual ignoring of this dis- 
turbance, which occurred last month, may have led to the further serious 
outbreaks which have taken place within the last few days. 

3. The Glaciating Joint Magistrate, Mr. Alexander, who appears 
to have been entrusted with the Police charge, seems to the lieutenant 
Governor to be Reserving of very severe censure for not having imme- 
diately reported the occurrence, and for ^ot having proceeded on the 
instant to the spot. Very great blame also attaches to Mr. Beaufort 
who, as the Magistrate of the District, is in fact the Officer to be held 
primarily responsible. You are requested to intimate to these Officers 
the very unfavorable opinion which the Lieutenant-Governor has formed 
of their conduct in this case. 

4. The Lieutenant-Governor now desires that a full inqidry may be 
mad« into the afiair, and you are requested to place the investigadon 
in the hands of Mr. Wood, who has been placed in temporaty charge 
of the Aurungabad Sub-Division, and to whom orders on the subject 
have this day been issued direct. ^ 

. 5. It must be ascertained what numbers were engaged in the affisdr ; 
what temper they showed ; whether it is true that the Factory Gomash- ' 
tah was left for dead ; what exactly were the injuries which he received ; 
what were the particular acts of oppression which, as is now at last 
reported, induced the villagers to make this attack upon him, and how 
long such oppression had been practised ; what the o?mer or manager 
of the factory had done to check, encourage, or instigate such opprea* 
sion ; and in whose interest %nd for whose profit such acts were cqpunitted. 
6. The stories current and credifed, of oppression in the quarter in 
question, are such, that if those connected with the factory are not 
culpable, inquiry is due to^them ; and if they are^ it is due to the public 
that criminal proceedings should be instituted against the guilty parties. 
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Troro A B. Touno, Esq., Seorstary to tha Government of Bengal, to Bsowkb 
Wood, Esq., Aiudstant ConnnissioDer Sonthnl Pergnnnahs, in temporary 
charge of the Sttb-Division of Aurongabad, Moorahedabad,— ^o. 127'2,* dated 
the 27th March I860.) 

• 

Sib, 

I AM directed to forward to you a copy of the correspondence 

noted on the margin, rela- 

To Commr. BaJBhahfe No. A, dated 7th instant. .• . /i;«f,,^U*»««« ^\.:^\. 
From Ditto ISI0.C, dated 11th instant. ^^® ^ * disturbance which 

From Ditto No. 489, dated 19th instant. occurred on the 24th ultimo 

To Ditto No.— with enclosnre of this day^s date. . 

m the neidyK)urhood of 
certain Indigo factories in the* Aurungabad Sub-Division, and to request 
that 70U will institute a full and searching investigation into the cir- 
cumstances of the case, submitting a report of your proceedings for the 
Lieutenant-Governor's consideration. As to the time suitable for com- 
mencing the inquiry, the Lieutenant-Governor desires that you will 
exercise your discretion with reference to the state of Reeling on the 
spot 



From F. GrouLnsBuar, Esq., Commissioivr of Circnit, Rajshahye Division, to the 
Secretary to the Goremmentof Bengal, Fort Wi]liam,~(No. 673, dated 
Bajshahye, the 9jh April 1S60.) 

SlB, J 

With reference to your letter No. 1271, dated the 27th 

xiltimo, I have the honor to forward for the Lieutenant Governor's 
consideration, a copy of the explanation furnished by Mr. Beaufort 
regarding his conduct in the case ^therein alluded to. I think it is to 
be regretted that Mr. Alexander did not proceed to the scene of the 
disturbance i& person, instead of sending the Native Deputy Magistrate, 
who seems to have been rather hasty in admitting a compromise, with* 
out taking any material guarantees from the parties for the preservation 
of the i^ce. • 

3. The papers of the case have been made over to Mr. Wood, with 
extracts paras 4 to 6 of your letter under acknowledgment and on 
completion of his inquiries, a full report shall be submitted. In the 
mean time, I purpose proceeding up the river to Aurungabad for a 
few days to see how matters are going on there ;' according to the laii 
accounts received from •Mr. Furrell, tlie Ryots Were leaving ihdr 
viDagea. 
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From W. Morris Bsittfort, Esq., OffioUtiiig Magistrate of Moorshedabad, to the 
Commissioner of tlie Bijshahye Diyision,— f No. 278, dated Beriuunpore, tlie 4th 
At>ril 186oJ 

Si«, • 

In reply to your letter No. 10 Ct. of the Slat ultimo, I have 
the honor to inform you that all the papers regarding the attack upon 
Ankoorah factory were forwarded by me many days ago to Mr. Assistant 
Furrell, by whom they were of course made over to Mr. Wood when he 
received charge of the Aurungabad Sub-Division. 

2. I regi# exceedingly to observe the severe censure which his 
Honor the Lieutenant-Governor has passe*d upon my conduct, and as I 
am conscious ofc having acted throughout entirely for the best, I trust 
that I may be permitted to submit through you the following explana- 
tion of the proceedings which have drawn down upon me his Honor's 
displeasure. 

3. When I^received from Mr. Alexander on the 27th of February 
the first report of this outrage, I was away from the Station on duty in 
the interior of the District. The only Officers in the District were Mr. 
Alexander, Mr. Eean, and the Deputy Magistrate, Baboo Sreeshchunder 
Vidyarutna. The first was engaged in preparing for committal to the 
Supreme Court that heavy case of attack upon Mr, Vivian, attended 
witl^ the murder of a Chowkedar, in which eight Privates in Her 
Majesty's 73rd Foot were the prisoners. Had he not been so tied to the 
Station I should undoubtedly have requested him to proceed at once to 
Ankoorah in person. 

4. Mr. Eean was in charge of the current duties of the Collec- 
torate, and it was therefore impossible to send him. 

5. Thus my only alternative was to request Mr. JUexander to 
depute the Deputy Magistrate with a very strong body of Police. 

6. On the return of Baboo Sreeshchimder Vidyarutna from the 
interior, he came to me in cjffice and reported that the GomastaSb injuries 
had been very much exaggerated ; that everything had been compdsed 
again, and that as Mr. David Andrews was not only the proprietor of the 
factory but also the owner of the land, all parties had made up their 
minds to compromise the disturbance, and it was under this impression 
idaney that when Mr. Alexander wrote to request my advice as to whether 
he should admit tte compromise or not, I recommended him to do sp 
in order to avoid re-exciting any bad feeling which had existed between 



• 



• 



( 501 ) 

the parties, and because it is impossible to obtain evidence in the face of 
a determination to hush up any matter. I was in hopes,«I may a^d, that 
the beating which the Gomastah had received from *the Ryots, and 
which I have no doubt that he richly deserved, would deter himmnd his 
fellows from similar acts of oppression. It was not until I went to Soote 
myself on the 24th of last month, that is, exactly one month sStei the 
occurrence, and ^jad an interview with Mr. Macleod, Mr. David Andrews, 
Head Manager of the Aurungabad Concern, that I became aware that I 
had been entirely misled as to the feelings of both parties. I then found 
out that the compromise had been forced by the Deputy IJagistrate ; that 
Mr. Macleod was no party tfl it ; and that it had been admitted without 
anything more than a verbal promise on the part of tl^e Ryots that there 
should be no more disturbances, and that they would continue to culti- 
vate their lands as before. I regret exceedingly that I was thus misled, 
and that acting upon this misinformation, I advised Mr. Alexander, the 
Joint Magistrate, to confirm the compromise ; my ha'\tog done so was, 
I assure you, owing to no want of vigour in intention, but simply to my 
having been led to believe that the quarrel was entirely at an end. 

I trust that his Honor the Lieutenant-Governor will consider this 
explanation satisfactory, and exonerate me from all blame in the 
matter. 



From A. B. Young, Esq.„ Secretary to the Government of Bengal, to the 
Commissioner of lUjshahye,— (No. 1766, dated the 14th April 1860.) 

Sir, 

I AM directed to acknoWedge the receipt of your letter No. 

573, dated the 9th instant, and in reply to state that from Mr. Beaufort's 
letter of explanation therewith submitted, it appears to the Lieutenant- 
Governor that both he and Mr. Alexander have been deceived in the 
matter of the Aurungabad disturbances ; but he remains under the im* 
pression that if the Magistrate had known as much as he ought to have 
Ipown of what was going on in his District, and if he had had his Police 
properly in hand, he could not have been so deceived* 

2. Nothing is said of any proceedings in regard to the conduct of the 
Deputy Magistrate, Baboo Sreesh Chunder Vidyarutna, in this affair. 
This must not be passed over. I am to request, therefore, that his conduct 
may be inquired into and reported upon^ as well as t}^ of the Police, in 
the course of Mr. Woo3's investigation. 

64 
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From F. Gouldsbubt, Esq., Commiasioner of th« Sajthahye Diriaioii, to lh« 
Secretary to the Oorernmoot of Bengal, — (No. 481 , dated the 18th March I860.) 

Sir, * 
• I HAVE the honor to forward for the information of ih^ 

IIoH^ble the Lieutenant-Governor a copy of a repot which I have just 

received from Moorshedabad, regarding a combination among the Ryots 

of certain viUages in the Shumsheergnnge Thannah, for the purpose of 

opposing any attempts to force them to sow Indigo, together with a copy 

of the instructions ^vhich I have sent to the Magistrate in consequence. 



From H. W. Albxa>'D£B, Esq., Officiating Joint Magistrate of Moonhedabadr la 
the Commissioner of the Eajshahye Division, — (No. 23, dated the 14th March 
1860.) 

Sir, 

I HAVE tlie honor to state for your information that I have 
this day received intimation from the Shumsheergnnge Darogah, that the 
Ryots of Kassimnuggur, Meertollah, Panchgachea and ten or fifteen 
other villages, within the jurisdiction of the said Thannah, have colluded 
together and assembled in numbers Vith the intention of opposing alj 
attempts made to cause them to sow Indigo ; Mr. Lyon, Superintendent 
of the Baniagram Factory (six miles from the Kalapanee Factory) is 
likewise said to have assembled as many of his subordinates as possible^ 
for the purpose, no doubt, of forcing the Ryots to sow Indigo. 

2. Should he attempt to do so, in the present excited state of the 
villagers, a serious disturbance will ijievitably take place between both 
parties. • 

3. Under these circumstances I have thought it expedient to writ^ 
to him to warn him against any oppressive measures, which would 
infallibly tend not to qxiiet but to render much worse the present state 
of afiairs. 

4. I have further orderca the Mirzapore and Ehamrah Darogahs to 
proceed immediately to the spot, with as many Burkundauzes as are 
available at their respective Thannahs. 

5. A similar order has likewise been sent to the Mohurrir of Hazar- 
poora Pharree (distant one mile from the place of the disturbance), and 
he has likewise be^called upon^to state why he has up to this time 
given no intimation of this affair. 
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6. In conclusion, I would mention that I have every hope that this 
matter may be settled amicably, as Messrs. Macleod, Goi^on and Ridge, 
Managers of Mr. David Andrews' Concern, are now Stated to* be at 
the Ancoora Factory for the express purpose of coming to a^faVor- 
able understanding with the Ryots of the adjacent villages, who were 
reported before this to have assembled in a similar manner, for a similar 
purpose as in the present instance. 

7. A further report will be submitted hereafter. 



From W. M. Beaufobt, Esq*, Officiating Magistrate of Moorshedabad,— (No. 24, 

dated the 15th March 18C0.) * 

Forwarded to the Commissioner of Rajshahye for his information. 



From F. GouLDSBUBY, Esq.. Commissioner of the Rajshahye Division, to the Offi- 
ciatmg Magistrate of Moor8hedabad^(No. 480, dated the 18th March 1800.) 

Sir, 

I HAVE the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your Office 
MeAorandum of the 15^ instant, No. 24, forwarding copy of i letter 
to your address from the Officiating Joint Magistrate of your District, 
under date the 14th idenj, ^o. 23, reporting that certain villagers 
within the jurisdiction of Thannah Shumsheergunge, have combined 
tog'ether and assembled for the purpose of opposing all attempts made to 
cause them* to sow Indigo, and that Mr. Lyon, the Superintendent of the 
Baniagram Factory, is said to have assembled as many of his subordi- 
nates as possible, with the intention, it is supposed, of forcing the Ryots 
to sow, 

* 2. The measures taken by Mr. Alexanier to prevent a serious dis- 
turbance taking place are approved of, but I should have preferred hii 
proceeding in person to the spot, which* you will be pleased to direct 
him to do, should the matter not have been settled amicably ere this 
teaches you : you will of course impress upon Mr. Alexander the neces- 
sity of his observing the strictest impartiality in hi» proceedings, whicJi 
should be directed solely to maintaining the peace of the District ; with 
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which view, the Ryots should be required to disperse and return peace- 
ably to their hcjmes, while any attempt on the part of Mr. Lyon to forct 
them* to sow Indigo should be at once repressed. 

3t You arc requested to keep me duly informed of what is done in 
this matter. 



From A. E.. Young, Esq., Secretary to the Government of Bengal, to l^e Commis- 
sioner of Kajshaliye, — (No. 1135, dated the 23rd March 1860.) 

Sir, 

I AM directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter No. 481, 
dated the 18th iastant, with its enclosures, reporting a combination 
among the Ryots of certain villages in the Shumsheergunge Thannah, 
in Moorshedabad, for the purpose of opposing any attempts which might 
be made on the part of Mr. Lyon, the Superintendent of the Baniagram 
Factory. * 

2. In reply, I am desired to inform you that the Lieutenant-Governor 
approves of the instructions issued by you to the Officiating Magistrate, 
Mr. Beaufort, for the preservation of ^he peace. It is much to be hoped 
that both parties will come to an amicable settlement. The Magistrate 
must in any case keep the peace, and prevent all riotous or menacing 
assemblages. 



Telegraph Message from the Assistant Conhnissioner of Bajmahal, to the Secretary 
to Government of Bengal,— (No. 3008, dated 21st March 18C0.) 

Mr. Doyle, of Nimtollah, bringing to my notice that Ryots of 
Moorshedabad Division were sending inflammatory letters to Ryots of this 
Division, calling upon all not to cultivate Indigo, threatening them with 
destruction of their houses, ahd propea'ty if they did, also subscribing 
oaths to both Hindoos and Mussulmans, I proceeded to Nimtollah, 
succeeded in tracing and apprehending one of the cliief conspirators, 
who seeing proofs strong against him, admitted, yesterday in his defence, 
he had written one of the intercepted letters, and implicated others 
concerned in above conspiracy. I sent him off on my elephant to 
Rajmahal this morning ; a large body of arm^d Moorshedabad Ryots 
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forcibly rescued the prisoner near Badhanuggur in this Division, and 
threatened to destroy Mr. Doyle's Factory in consequences of the intima- 
tion he had given me : I have therefore despatched a slnall party of 
Sepoys for that gentleman's protection. The whole country^ from 
Aurungab&d to the boundary of this Division are of one mind, aUd 
will not even allow those inclined to cultivate to do so. Ryots meet by 
beat of tom-tom in very great numbers both by day and night, as I 
have myself witnessed last night and night before and this morning. 
Mr. Lyon is threatened at Bunyagaon, the Factory surrounded by highly 
excited Ryots, and a fracas momentarily expected : Cuddumsar Factory, 
near Bunyagaon, said to have#been looted. Gomastah of Doobreebimna 
Factory said to have been severely beaten, and Furteepore Factory 
across the River, in Jellas Mullah, said to have been plundered of all 
Factory papers. No Magisterial Authorities between Berhampore and 
my Division, distance seventy miles ; Ryots, therefore, have it all their 
own way. Planters and their servants are confined to th^ir houses, and, 
if energetic measures are not at once taken, the conspii'acy will extend 
upwards towards Maldah District and this Division ; Ryots put up by 
Zemindars and their Subordinates. 



Telegraph Message from the Assistant Commissioner, Sonthal Pergunnalis, Raj- 
, mahal, to the Secretary to the Grovemment of Bengal, Calcutta, — (No. 3016, 
dated 2l8t March 1860.) 

Just received intimation from Mr. Lyon that he has been attacked by 
hosts of men 'and still more are assembling. He entreats assistance ; 
Bunyagoan is in the Moorshedabad Division, not mine. May I go with 
my remaining Goorkha Sepoys, 20 in number. 



Telegraph Message from the Secretary to Government of Bengal, Calcutta, to the 
Telegraph Office, Bajmahal,— (No. 1158, dated 22nd March I860, 10-45 a. m.) 

Please forward by express the following very urgent Message to 
Mr. W. L. Robinson, the Dqputy Commissioner of the Sonthal Pergimnahs, 
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whereever he may be : Message^ — Go with all possible expedidon to 
Moorshedabad) where you have been Appointed to officiate as Magis- 
trate and Collector ; make over charge of your present Office to Mr. 
Yule^by letter. 



Telegraph Message from A. R.Thompson, Esq., Junior Secretary to the Grovem- 
meat of Bengal, Calcutta, to B. Wood, Esq , Assistant Commissioner, Bajmahal, 
— (No. 1131, dated 22ud March I860, 12-20 p. m.) 

You are vested with powers of a Magistrate in the District of Moor- 
•hedabad. Take charge at once of the Aurungabad Sub-Division. 
Take as many Military Police as you can get. Troops will be sent to 
you up the line of Railway as fast as possible. Always put the date 
and hour of your Telegrams. 



Telegraph Message from Calcutta, 22nd March, Noon, from the Secretary to the Govern- 
mcnt of Bengal, to Rampore Ilaut, to Ma. Pbrrt or Mr. Hampton. 



c 



** Please forward the following very urgent message by the express 
to Mr. W. M. Beaufort, the Magistrate of Moorshetlabad : Message^ — 
Proceed yourself at once to the disturbed part of your District East of 
the Bhagarutty, and call on the Officer Commanding at Berhampore for 
such troops as are necessary for the purpose of preventing any breaeh. 
of the peace or restoring order. ^Mr. B. Wood has been put in charge* 
of Aurungabad Sub-division. Troops for that Sub-Division will be provided 
from Soorie. You and Mr. Alexander must yourselves look after the 
portion of the District on the East of the Bhagarutty." 



From A. R. Thompson, Es^. ^Junior Secretary to the Government of Bengal, to F. 
GouLDSBUBY, EsQ., Commissioner of Eajshahye, — (No. 1086, dated Fort Wil- 
liam, the 2-2nd March 1860.) 

Sir, 

I AM directed by the Lieutenant Governor to request that, im- 
mediately on the receipt of tliis letter, you yrill proceed to Berhampore, 
and report your arrival there fe) this office. 
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From F. GouLpsBUBY, Esq., Coramissioner of the Eajsliah^e Divisiou, to tha 
Secretary to tLe Goveranient of IJengal,-»-(dated Berlianipore, 27th March 
1860.) * •. 

Sib, * ^ • 

Ihave the honor to report my arrival at this Station, in coil- 
forraity with the instructions communicated to me in the Junior Secre- 
tary's letter, which I received on Saturday last. 



From A. E. Youkg, Esq., Secretary to the Govemmeiit of Bengal, to tho Traffic 
Manager, E. I. E. H<v?rrah,— (dated 32nd March 1860.) 

Sir, 

I AM directed to request that you will be good enough to cause 

accommodation to be provided for taking about 250 men and 2 horses 

of the 3rd Bengal Police Battalion from Raneegunge to Synteah as 

soon as Lieutenant Adams, at Raneegunge, gives notice of the Detachment 

being ready to start. A special train will be required. 



From the Traffic Manager of the E. I. Eailiray Co., to the Secretary to the Govern- 
* ment of Bengal,— (No. 136, dated, Howmh Station, the 2*2nd March 1860.) 

Sir, 

I HAVE to acknowledge your letter of the 22nd instant. * In 
leply I beg to say I cannot make an arrangement for a special train ob 
•the vague notice given by you.« The Railway from Raneegunge to 
Synteah is two distinct lines ; both a sjngle and a special could not be run 
with safety without proper instructions from this office. If you can let 
me know when the Police really require to be sent, there are two trains, 
one by day and the other by night, by which I can arrange it, and every 
exertion shall be used to meet your requirements. 



Froiii A. E. Thompson, Esq., Junior Secretary to the Government of Bengal, to 
Major F. D. Atkinson, Officiating Secretary to the Government of India, 
Military Department.--(No. 1066, dated the 22nd March 1860.) 

Sir, 

I AM directed by the Lieutenant-Governor to request tha^ 
with the permission of the Hon ble the President in Council, ord«r3 may 
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at once issue for sending this evening two Companies and an Oflicet 
from the Alippre Regiment along the line of Hailway to Pulsa, a Station 
on the line between Syntliea and Rajmahal. The Officer in Command 
of* the two Companies may be directed to await the instructions of 
Mr. Browne Wood, the Magistrate at that Station. 



From Major F. D. Atkinson, Officiating Secretary to the GoTernment of India, 
Military Department, to the Deputy Quarter Master General of the Army 

—(No. 1048, Council Chamber, Fort William, dated the 2'2nd March 1860 ) 

« 

Sir, 

In transmitting to you the accompanying copy of a letter from 
the Junior Secretary to the Government of Bengal, No. 1066, dated 22nd 
March 1860, requesting the despatch this evening of two Companies and 
an Officer from the Alipore Regiment along the line of Railway to Pulsa, 
I am directed to state that if the party cannot be furnished from that 
Regiment, it must be sent from Barrackporc. 



No. 1049. 



Copy of the foregoing forwarded to the Secretary to the Government 
of Bengal, with reference to his office letter JTo. 1066, dated 22nd instant. 



From A. E. Thompson, Esq., Junior Secretary to the G-oremment of Bengal, to 
the Officiating Secretary to the Government of India, Military Department.— 
Qlo. 1133, dated the 23rd March 1860.) 

Sir, 

I AM directe4 tS acknoWedge the receipt of your docket No. 
1049, of yesterday's date, relative to the despatch of two Companies* and 
an Officer of the AliporiJ Regiment to Pulsa. As you have already 
been informed by my demi-official communication of yesterday's date 
that the Lieutenant Governor did not on further consideration require 
this Force, I have only to repeat that it will not be necessary to act 
upon my first letter. 
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Telegraph Message from the Assistant Commissioner, Rajmalial, to A. B. Youko, 
Esq., Secretary to the GoTemment of Bengal, Calcutta,^^No. 2172, dated- 
the 22nd March, 1 860—8-20 p. M.) . • • 

• 

I leave immediately for Bunyagaon. Furrell reached thaf pl^ce 

last night ; he has apprehended and sent to this for safe custody one 

of the chief conspirators. Mr. Lyon was attacked yesterday by a very 

large concourse df people ; he and his servants wounded seven of 

the assailants ; two have since died, two more expected to die. I will 

remain with Furrell till further ordys. Are the proceedings to be in 

English or the Vernacular ? B^ikkarabad Factory papers destroyed night 

before last. 



Telegraph Message from Calcutta, 2drd March, 1-40 p. m., from Sec/, to Qort. of Ben|^a]« 

to Bajmahal, to Mr. B. Wood. * 

The Proceedings should be in the language usual in the Sub-Division ; 
for the present, and imtil further ord^jrs, you will remain in charge of the 
Sub-Division of Aunmgabad. Mr. Furrell will also have work enough. 
Report daily till all is quiet. Captain Pughe, of the 3rd Police Battalion, 
with four or five hundred of his men, were <o start for Synthea or fui;ther, 
if possible, by rail yesterday, and will communicate with you. Keep 
him informed of^our movements, and where you would wish him to 
proceed to. 



Tel^^ph Message from the Assistant Commissioner, Camp Bunyagaon, ffd Baj- 
mahal, to Secretary to GoTernment of Bengal, Calcutta,— (No. *2522, dated 
24th March, 2-3 p. M.) ^ 

- ^ 

Two of the ringleaders have been apprehended ; matters appear to be 
somewhat quietening down ; some Byots have returned to their Indigo 
cidtivation and others following. The Magistrate of Maldah has arrived 
at Bhogwanpore Factory and inquiring into the Bukkred Factory plun- 
der ; affwrg appear to be more qmet . across the Biver. Beaufort has 
arrived at Soonee, (Sooty ?) hope to meet him to-morrow. He has one 
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hundred of 73fd Regiment. Captun Pughe luts two hundred imd fifty 
men coming ovf way. Mr. FnrreH hag sent him a message to say one 
hundred men -vf ould be sufficient to guard this part of the country. We 
wiU" p^st them at Dhoolian as the most centrical locality. I think one 
hundred men will now be sufficient, as one hundred of the 73itii will be 
near at hand. It wiU be difficult to feed a large number of troops 
down here. 



fVom A. B. Young, Esq., Secretary t<fthe GK>Tenmient of Bengal, dated Ae Mtk 

March, to the Magistrate of 

(1.) Rajshafiye. 

(2.) Beerbhoom. 

(3.) Bahcoorah. 

(4.) Joint Magistrate of Raneegunge. 

(5.) Deputy Commissioner S. P. at Godda. 

(6.) Assistant Commis^oner ditto at Rajmahal. 

(7.) Nyn Doomka. 

(8.) Pakour. " 

(9.^ Sub- Assistant Commissioner S. P. at Deoghur. 

(10.) Magistrate of Midn^ore. 
(11.) Hooghly. 

(12.^ Burdwan. 

C13.^ Deputy Magistrate of Serampore. # 

C14J Jehanabad. 

fl5.) Magistrate of Nuddeah. • 

(16.^ 24 Pergunnahs. 

Sib,* 

I AM directed by the Lieutenant Governor to request that you 

^ will take" immediate steps for hayuur all 

•Enter in No. 1 2nd. _, ^ , ^ _.. \ T^ . • 

Ditto „ „ 2 to 9 drd. Guards that have hitherto been supplied to 
Sitto :: :: IIZ It tl your station from the • BengJ PoUce Battft- 

lion, including those for the Jail and Trea- 
sury, immediately replaced by Burkundauzes, if they have not already 
been so replaced, reporting that you have done so to the Inspector of 
Police Battalions in Bengal 
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2. Should you not be able to obtain the services of Burkundauzes on 
the old rate of pay, you are hereby authorized to engage them at higher 
rates not exceeding Rupees 6 each per month. The Guari^ of the Mifitary 
Police when relieved by Burkundauzes will become available to you*for 
general service. 

From A. R. Youmo, Esq., Secretary to the Grovemment of Bengal, to the lospecfcor 
of Military Police Battalions in Bengal,— (Ko. 1183, dated the 24th March 1860.) 

Sir, 

I am directed by the Lieutenant Governor to inform you that 

orders have been issued to the Ma^Rrates at the several Stations, which 

have been supplied with Gua/ds from the 2nd, 3rd, 4th, and 6th Bengal 

Police Battalions, to have all those Guards immediately replaced by 

Burkundauzes, reporting the same to you. 

2. You are requested to order the Guards in the several Districts 

noted in the margin to join 

Chnprah, Kyadoomka, Hooghly, xt • tt j ^^ * rrn 

Mozufferpore, Deoghur, Serampore, their Head ^^uarters. Ihose 

ir„^o'o?^h":' A, BfrS;:?^ '^ Nuddea wm be at the 

' Raneegunge, 24 Perghs, Rajshahye, disposal of the Maristrate 

Rajmahal, Midnapore, Calcutta. * . ° 

for general service. 

3. The Guards at Chuprah and Mozufferpore should be relieved by 
Detachments of tVie Seikh Battalion, who should be tiunsf erred. 



Telegraph Message from C. J. Hampton, Esq., Bampore Haut, to A. B. Youiro, 
Esq., Secretary^ the Grovemment of Bengal, Calcutta,— (No. 144, dated the 

24th March 1K60.) 

■J 

• The following just received from Mr. Beaufort in reply to 
your telegram to him. ** I am off at once with one hundred of the 
73rd Goorkhas to Aunmgabad. I sent off forty men of the Police 
Battalion, whom the Commissioner had sent over here at my ffequest. 
Mr. Furrell took charge of the Sub-Division on the 21st, and has already 
gone to the spot. The only news»I have at pjresent is a reported attack 
on the Baniagram Factory, which was defended, and on the Backara- 
bad Factory, in the Mddah District.*' 

No. 1244. 
Copy forwarded for the information of the Government of India, in 
the Home Department. " 
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From Jl. B. Youice, Esq. Secretary to the GoTeroment of Bengal to W. If. 
BsAUFOBT, Esq. Magistrate of Moorshedabad, Aunmgabad— (No. 11S08» Fort 
^^lliarn, dafed the 26th March 1800 ) 

With reference to your Telegram, without date, received via 
Bampore Haut, I am directed to observe that, in the message sent to 
you on the 22nd instant, you were informed that Troops for the Sub- 
Division of Aurungabad would be provided from Soorie. It was there- 
fore unnecessary to take other Trd^s there. You were instructed also 
to attend to the part of your [District to Uhe East of the Bhaugerutty, 
and you y^ie informed that Mr. B. Wood would have charge of the Sub- 
Division of Aurungabad. If, however, there is no appearance of dis- 
turbance in the Eastern part of your District, you were rij^ht^ the Lieu- 
tenant-Governor observes, to go to Aurungabad, but otherwise it will 
probably be rigid; for you to return to the East of the Bhaugerutty, 
leaving Mr. B. Wood for the present in charge of the Sub-Division, with 
Mr. Furrell to assist him. 

2. If, as is probable, there are more men now in the Aurungabad 
Sub-Division than are required, some of them should be sent over to the 
Maldah side, to be at the disposal of the Magistrate of that District, in 
dealing with the disturbances which are reported to nave broken out 
there. 



Telegraph Message from A. R. Youi^Qv Esq., Secretary to the Goremment of 
Bengal, to Mr. W. Kamttov, Bviopore Haat~(Ifo. 231, dated 26th March 
1860.) 

Please forward the following message to Mr. Beaufort wherever 
he may be. — 

** If you have more men In Aurungabad than are wanted, send some 
over to the Maldah side to be at the disposal of Magistrate; send back tlfe 
Detachment of 73rd Goorkhas if they are not required. 

" Mr. Wood's message of the 24th haa b^en revived. He will remain 
in cbarge of the Sub-Division for the present." 
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Telegraph Maesage from the AsstaUnt Cominisaioner of Rajmahal, to the Seoretarf 
to the GoTernment of Bengal, — (No. 2700, dated Camp Banyaga<»i» tnd 
Bajmahal, the 26ih March 1800, 10 p. m) * 



•• 



Sunday; only news to-day is from Mr. Hedger, of Tuijepbor, 
Maldah Division. His factory papers have not been plundered, fie 
writes 24th instant. There is an uneasy feeling in lot Banee Hat- 
tee which runs along side of one for eight or nine miles, and I am 
told the MjTut Duffadar has written to the Head Mundel in lot Enaitolla 
Chokey that unless his people join the league they will not be allowed 
to. eat or smoke or intermarry ^th Heennyut's people. A lot of 
Ryots bedakhilled Mr. Foggo's Peons 2 days since. Banee Hattee 
Ryots have combined to sow Indigo for McArthj^'s new factory 
of Simultola. If they break out now, and again they must I don*t see 
what is to save this concern. A hundred sepoys from Bampore Beaulia, 
which is about 85 miles from Banee Hattee and Simultola, would tend to 
quiet the country much. Mr. Spankie is inquiring into •Bukkrabad Fac- 
tory plunder case, and is 25 miles distant from Banee Hattee. 



Telegraph Message from Captain Pcohb, Pulsa, Major Plowdbk, Pi-irate Secro- 
tary to Lieutenant dovemor, Calcutta— (No. 157, Packour, 2:th March idfto.) 

Abrived here this morning. The Junghipore Magistrate reports 
everything quiet on both sides the Viver. I shaU send him a Detachment 
chiefly for the purpose of showing themselves. I remain here with 
the main body until I receive orders from Calcutta. I have halted the 
a^n who were on the way up to join me. More by post 

No. 1245. * • 

Copy forwarded for the information of the Government of India in 
the Home Department. 
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Telegr»ph MesMge from Alipore, 26th March, 1-40 p. x^ (torn the SwenUtfj lo die 
, Goreftiment of Bengal, to Puckour vii Pulfla, to Ceptain Tuquwu 

Xou must leave at least one European and one good Native •Officer 
and odb hundred men in the Junghjrpore Sub-Division, to be i^t the dis- 
posal of Mr. Wood. If troops are required in Maldah you must send 
a detachment there or go yourself as circumstances may requirie. 



From A. E. Youkg, Esq., Secretary to the Government of Bengal, to the lifagis- 
tr* of Moorshedabad, (No. 1204 dated Fort William, the 26th March 18001) 

Sib, 

Although it is known to the Lieutenant-Governor that se* 
rious disturbwices broke out in the Aurungabad Division of your District 
on the 21st' instant, and accoiints of these disturbances are published 
in the Calcutta* newspapers of last evening, no intimation of what has 
happened has been received from you up to the present time. 

2. The Lieutenant-Governor cannot but regard this silence on your 
part as highly reprehensible, as it stows either that you had no know- 
ledge of these serious occurrences within your own jurisdiction, or 
knowing them failed to report them at once to Government, as it was 
ymir^uty to have done. I am directed to express tjie dissatisfaction of 
the Lieutenant-Governor with your conduct o& this matter, ai^ to warn 
you against similar negligence in future. 



From A. R. Youno, Esq.. Secretary to the GrOTemment of Bengal, to the Com- 
missioner of the Bajshahye Division, (No. 1206 dated Fort Wiiliam< the 26th 
March 1860.) 

Sir, 

I AM directed to^forward to'you a copy of letters this day ad- 
dressed to the Magistrates of Moorshedabad and Maldah respectively, 
and I am to request that yotl will instruct all the Magistrates under you 
to report direct? and immediately, however concisely, for the informa- 
tion of the Lieutenant-Governor, every case of serious disturbance 
that occurs in their Districts. % 
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from tlie Joint Mugistrate of Berhampore, per £. I. Bailwaj Telegraph, to ▲. 
iR. Yoi7KO» Esq., to ih» Secretary Gk>Termnent of Bengal* C^outta,— (No. 146 
dated 26th March 1 860.) 



•• 



Sib, • 

Mb. Lyon's Factory at Baniagram attacked between 6 and 
7 A. M. of 21st, by large body of Ryots. 

Two Ryots kiUed, others wounded; Pioneer arrived off the place at 
the time, sent assistance. 

Ryots then dispersed. 

Murod Biswas, instigator of this, seized and now on way to B^rluun- 
pore. Impioneer at 11 A. M. of 22nd. 

All reported quiet at Baniagram, Dhullian, and sunDunding villagea. 
Full particulars are coming by letter. # 



From A. B. Young, Esq., Secretary to the Gk>Tenimeat of Bengal, to the Joint 
Magistratepf Berhampore,— (No. 1258, daied the 27th Mar^ 1860.) 

Sib, • 

With reference to your telegraph message reporting that 
Mr. Lyon's Factgry at Baniagram had been attacked and two Ryots 
killed and others pounded, I am directed to point out to you tha^you 
have notHlsted the message. Neither was it, nor your demi-official 
letter on the same subject, received till after the Lieutenant Governor 
had seen an account of the affair in the newspapers. 



From H. W. JUlvtjlSVUU, Esq-, Officiating Joint Magistrate of Moorshedabad, to 
A. B. Young, Esq., Secretary to the (government of Bengal, Fort William, — 
(No. 247, dated Berhampore, the 20th March 1860.) 







Sib, 

With reference to your letter No. 1258, of the 27th inatant^ 
I have the honor to state in reply, thi^t the telegraphic message I sent 
was despatched on the 25th instant from Synthea ; my demi-official letter 
wiM written on the 24th, the date being accidentally omitted by me. 
NoUce of the attack on Mr. Lyon's Factory at Baniagram was received 
from Mr. Furrell, Assistant Magistrate, at JungipooTi on the 23rd ip^w ^t. 
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Fl^m W. M. Beaufort, Esq., OflBciating Magbtrate of Moorskedabad, to ih& 
Secretary to ^le GrOTemmeBt of Bengal, Fort William, — (No. 242, dated Ber- 
hampore, tL»29tli Marcli I860.) 

In reply to your letter No. 1204, of the 26tli instant, obnveying 
to me his Honor the Lieutenant Govemor^s displeasure at my negli- 
gence in not having reported at once the occurrence of so serious an 
outbreak as the attack on the Indigo Factory at Baniagram, I have the 
honor to state that as I was on the point of stepping into my palkee at 
4 p. M. on Friday the 23rd instant to proceed to the scene of disturbancOi 
in obedience to your order, received by telegraph that morning, the Offi- 
ciating Joint Magistrate, Mr. Alexander, sent to me Mr. Furrell*s demi- 
official letter, repoi^g the outrage, which had just arrived. I at once 
on the back of Mr. Alexander's note 'yote to him in pencil requesting 
him to send to you Mr. Furrell's letter in original, and also by telegraph 
an abstract of ita contents. 

2. I have now the honor to enclose a copy of a letter which I ad- 
dressed to Mr. Alexander, and of liis reply, explaining why my instruc- 
tions were not carried out, and you were left so long in ignorance of 
the particulars of the riot. And the accompanying Electric Telegraph 
Department receipt wiU show you when the message which Mr. 
Alexander eventually sent to Synthea was received there. 

3. I hope that his Honor the Lieutenaijt Governor, fr^ whose 
censure I am very anxious to clear myself, will consider this explanatioii 
satisfactory, and will absolve me from all 'blame in the matter. 



From W. M. Beidfobt, Esq., Officiating Magistrate of Moorshedal^d, to H. W. 
Alexakdeb, Esq., Officiating Joint Magistrate of Moorshedabad, — (No. 238, 
dated Berhampore, the 28th March I860.) 

Sir, • 

With references to the actempanying letter from the Under 

Secretary to the Government of Bengal, may I request the favor of 
your explaining why Mf. Furrell*s report, which I sent to you for trans- 
mission to Government on the 23rd instant,* when I was on the point of 
getting into my palkee to proceed to the disturbed District, was not 
forwarded at once to the Secretary to the Government of Bengal for 
the Lieutenant-Governor's information ? 
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2. May I request that you will reply to this letter at once, as I am 
exceedingly anxious to clear myself as soon as I can from the imputa- 
tion of *' highly reprehensible negligence." 



From H. W. Albxandbb, Esq., Officiating Joint Magistrate of Moorshedabad 
to W. M. Bkaufobt, Esq., Officiating Magistrate of Moorshedabad,— 
(No. 239, dated Berhampore, the 28th March 1860.) 

Sir, 

In reply to your letter No. 238, of this date, I beg to state 
that having read Mr. Furrell's letter on the 23rd instant, I sent it on to 
you, explaining my reasons fcr so doing ; it was returned from you, 
but the Chaprassee who brought it never told me that a letter written 
by you conveying certain instructions to me was inside the said 
envelope. I therefore thought that you had given all necessary orders, 
concerning the report made by Mr. Furrell of the disturbance at Bania- 
gram. The next morning the 24th, by the merest chanc^j Mr. Pigou the 
Judge called at my house and asked me if I had heard anything further 
concerning the rumours of disturbances in the North of the District. I 
handed him Mr. Furrell's letter, and then for tJie first time discovered 
inside the envelope your instructions to me concerning Mr. Furrell's 
letter, written on my note to you of the previous day. I immediately 
despatched a telegram by a Chaprassee of mine to Synthea to 
Mr. A. ^ung, together Tjith Mr. Furrell's letter and two others subse- 
quently received from him reporting all quiet at Baniagram. The said 
^telegraphic message, from the* enclosed receipt it will be seen, was 
despatched on the 25th instant ; I regret extremely that this delay 
should have occurred in transmitting Mr. Furrell's letter to Calcutta, 
but I beg tOjassure you that until I placed the said letter in the hands 
of Mr. Pigou on the morning of the 24th, I was totally imaware that 
you had given me any orders to carry out in the said letter. I trust 
this explanation may exonerate me from any supposed wilful negligence 
ip. carrjring out your orders. * • 

From' A. R. Youiio, Esq., Secretary to the Gk>ventnient of Bengal, to the Officiat- 
ing Magistrate of Moorshedabad,— (No. 1447, dated the 2nd April 1860.) 

Sir, 

I AM directed to acknowledge t^e receipt of your letter Ijfo. 
242, of the 29th idtimo, reporting the circumstuices under which yos^ 
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hope to be exonerated from the blame imputed to you in orders dftted 
the 26lh uitimof for not having brought to notice the serious disturbances 
which occurred in coipnection with certain Indigo Factories in your Dis- 
trict, »nd to inform you in reply that the Lieutenant-Goyemor consid^s 
your explanation to be entirely satisfactory. 



From F. Gtouldsbubt, Esq., Commissioner of Circuit, Bajshahje Division, to the 
Secretary to the Grovemment of Bengal, Fort William,— (No. iCt. dated 
Berhampore, the 28th March 1860.) 

Sir, 

I HAVB the honor to report for the information of the Ljeut* 
enant Governor, that I have just had a conference with Mr. Beau- 
fort, who has« returned from the scene of the late disturbances and 
has informed me that he left everything perfectly quiet and likely to 
remain so, as lon^'g as the Sub-Divisional Authorities are out and there 
is a force at hand to do their bidding. 

2.|| As Mr. Beaufort has kept the Government regularly informed 
of his proceedings, it is unnecessary for me to recapitidate them. It 
may suffice to remark that both he and Mr. Furrell have acted with 
promptness and energy, and done all that lay in their p9wer to put down 
the disturbances and prevent the infection spreading further as was at 
one time feared. t 

3. I am glad to learn from Mr. Beaufort that Mr. Spankie had 
proceeded to the disturbed part of his District, and was taking pro- ^' 
per measures for the preservation*^ of the peace in that quarter; no 
further apprehension need therefore be entertained, as far as the Moor- 
shedabad and Maldah Districts are concerned, while the Detachments of 
the Police Battalion are kept there. 

4. Some of the leaders in the attack on Mr. Lyon's Factory at 
Bunyagaon have been apprejiended, and active measures being taken for 
the capture of the remainder, four of whom have, I am informed, goi;ie 
to Bampore Bauleah, with the ostensible purpose of presenting a petition 
to my Circuit. 

5. As Mr. Beaufort's presence is required here as Collector, on 
accoimt of the quarterly sales, I have authorized him to depute the 
Officiating Joint Magistrate, Mtr. Alexander, to watch this side of the 
Bhagixuttee, though this precaution seeois scarcely necesmy. 
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6. As there seems to be no necessity for my remainlirg here beyond 
the present week, I purpose returning to Bauleah on Saturday evjening, 
to admit of my presiding at the examination of the Assistants on Monday 
the 2nd proximo. I shall besides be in a more central position as lisgards 

♦ Moorshedabad, Maldah, ^^ fo^ In^igo Districts* there, than* I 

Rajshahye, Pubnah. should be by remaining at this Station^ 

where communication with three of them would be delayed. 

7. Mr. Muspratt is doing well in Pubna, and I trust the arrange- 
ments made before I left Baideah, for preventing further disturbances 
in Rajshahye, will have the desired effect. 

8. A full report of the attack on Mr. Lyon's Factory, in which 4 
of the assailants appear to have lost their lives, shall be submitted on 
completion of the inquiry. 

P. S. — I annex copies of two reports from the Ofl^iating Joint 
Magistrate of Moorshedabad, dated the 24th and 25th instant. 



From H. W. Alexandeb, Esq., Officiating Joint Magistrate of Mooiroeda- 
bad, to the Commissioner of the Bajikahye Diyision. — (No. 27, dated Berham- 
pore, the 24th March 1860.) 

Sir, 

In continulition of my letter No. 23, of the 14th instant, I have 
the honor to report for your information, that on the 22nd instant Mr. 
Furrell, the Assist. Magistrate of Jungipore, reported from Bunyagaon, that 
'on the previous day between 6 and "iL A. M. a large party of Ryots armed 
with;spears and tulwars &c., had attacked the Factory belonging to Mr. 
Lyon with the intention of plundering it and murdering the proprietor. 

2. Mr.'Lyon had only with him at the time some few Burkimdazes, 
and as matters were very serious indeed, he fired upon the mob ; one 
Ryot was killed on the spot, six wounded, one of whom has subse- 
quently died. At the same time -the " Pioneer" very providentially 
arrived opposite the factory and on intimation being given to those on 
board, a party came to the rescue of the inmtftes of the Factory, and the 
Ryots on this idtimately dispersed. Mr. Furrell reports it as a noto* 
rious fact, and further corroborated by the confession of one of the 
wounded men, that one Morad Biswas had been for three days previously 
inciting the figrpts of the* surroiuiding villages to commit these opexK 
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and unlawful aets of violence. The said individual has been since appre- 
hended, and is€iow on his way to Berhampore on board the " Pioneer ;'* 
of his arrival t will , duly inform you. It appears this attack was totally 
unprow)ked, and Mr. Lyon seems to have acted purely on the defensive ; 
in *fact had it not been for the timely arrival of the ** Pioneer, " there is 
no doubt that the Ryots would have murdered those of the Factory peo- 
ple who fell into their hands. 

a. 

3. Mr, Furrell further mentions that a large party of Ryots are 
said to have attacked the Buckrabad Factory in the Maldah District, and 
to have entirely plundered and otherwise destroyed it, and that the 
said band, it was rumoured, intended recrocsing the river to attack Ur- 
mooree in the saijie way ; subsequently letters received from Mr. Furrell 
to-day show that matters have since quieted down at Bunyagaon 
PhuUian and the surrounding n^ghbourhood. I have forwarded Mr. 
Furrell*8 letters in original to the Secretary to the Government of Bengal, 
at the request *f Mr. Beaufort, who started yesterday for Arungabad. 
Should any further information respecting these aflFairs arrive, I will 
imm^iately acquaint you with the same. 

4. A party of the Police Battalion consisting of 40 men went yes- 
terday morning to the scene of these disturbances, and I issued orders 
to several Darogahs to send as many Burkimdazes as could be spared 
to Bunyagaon ; a Detachment moreover of the 73rd Native Infantry 
under command of a European Officer, proceeded yesterday to the spot^ 
in accordance with a telegraphed order received yesterday from the 
Secretary to the Government of Bengal: 



From H. W. Albxandeb, Esq., OfDciating Joint Magistrate of lHoorshedabad, 
to the CommiBsioner of the EajshaLye Division,— (No. 28, dated Berhampore, 
the 25th March 1860. 



Sir, 






J HAVE the honor to inform you that from a letter received 
to-day from Mr. Furrell, dated the 23rd. instant, 1 P. M., it seems that 
since the arrest of Morad Biswas, mentioned in my letter No. 27 of yester- 
day's date, matters have entirely quieted on this side the Ganges ; no 
assemblies of Ryots are now to be found. 
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2. j^ email force of Military Police stationed in the immediate 
neighbourhood, Mr. Furrell says, will prove quite sufficient for the main- 
tenance of the peace. • * • 



From A. B. Young, Esq., Secretary to the GoTemment of Bengal, to the Commis- 
sioner of Bajshahye,— (No. 1365, dated the 30th March 1860.) 

Sir, 

I AM directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter. No. 
1 Ct., dated the.28th instant, ^d in reply to inform you that the Lieute- 
nant Governor approves of your proposal to leave Berhampore for Bam- 
pore Beauleah in time to be present at the examination *of Assistants on 
the 2nd proximo. 

2. The Lieutenant-Governor anxiously awaits the report promised 
in the 8th para, of your letter regarding the serious affiiir of the attack 
upon Mr. Lyon's Factory. It is satisfactory to him to find that several 
of the ringleaders in such an attack as appears to have been made on 
Mr. Lyon are already in custody, and he has no doubt that everj^xcr- 
tion is being made to apprehend tile remainder. Such an outrage as 
is reported to have been committed on this occasion must be most 
severely and proAptly punished, whatever caused it. The Lieutenant. 
Governor desires th& you will place the investigation of this cas# and 
of all others now pending, or which may arise in the Aurungabad Sub. 
Division, in the hands of Mr. B. Wood, who is now in charge of the 
Sub-Division. ^ 

3. * But it is necessary also to ascertain the re^P&s which actuate 
80 large a number of the usually peaceable inhabitants of Bengal to 
make such a violent and murderous attack as is represented to have been 
made upon this particidar Factory. 

4. In such cases, until the affair is thoroughly investigated, there 
nftist always be a suspicion that violence so •extraordinary was resorted 
to, either as a means of defence against some threatened injury of an 
intolerable nature, or in revenge for somewsuch injury which, in the 
belief of the persons concerned, could not be prevented or punished 
or remedied by the Law as practically administered. 

5. It is therefore specially incumbent on the Magisterial Officers of 
a District in which such -an outrage has occurred, to probe the affair to 
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tbe bottom ; and this must be done not only for the vinduAtion of 
character, where the outrage has been unprovoked, and for the prose- 
cutionrof all leading offenders against the Law, on the one side as welj 
as on the other, where it has been provoked ; but also for the purpose 
of, ascertaining how far the legal system in force, or its administration 
by the Local Officers, may be fairly held responsible for the breach of 
the peace that has occiured. The Lieutenant-Governor desires that the 
attention of the District Officers may be specially oUrected to these 
remarks. 



Telegraph Message from the Assistant Commissioner, Camp Bunyagaon, 9 p. m. 
vid Rajmahal 4-30 p. m., to the Secretary to Grovemment of Bengal, — (No. 
2890, dated 27th March 1859.) ^ 

Captain Pughe arrived at Dhoolian, 6 miles South of this, to-day. Mr. 
Furrell has gone down there to arrange for Russut, shelter, etc. Adju- 
tant Cologan arrived here yesterday with 80 men, and will stay here for 
the present. Mr. Spankie has asked for troops from Rampore Bauleah. 
Captain Pughe will probably send ^ome men from Dhoolian, matters 
appears quiet. Four have gone down to Rampore Bauleah to petition 
Commissioner. Intimation of same has been sent bbth to Gomnus- 
sioneF and Ma^strate and to apprehend them. Hear from Beaufort 
that Commissioner has arrived at Berhampore. Inquiry into late out- 
rage progressing, and will proceed to DowHah in a couple of days. 




From F. GtOULdsbubt, Esq., Commissioner of Circuit, Bajshahye DiTision, to tlie 
Secretary to the Government of Bengal, Fort William— (No. 8Ct., dated 
Bajshahye, the dOth March 1860.) 

Sib, 

t!fr continuation of my letter No.^lCt., dated the 28th instant, 
I have the honor to subjoin the following extract of a communication 
which I have just received from Mr. Furrell, dated Camp DhuUian, 6 
p. M. of the 28th instant, for the Lieutenant-Gc/emor's information. 
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2. ** All is perfectly quiet throughout the Sub*Di vision, and I hear 
no further disturbances on the Maldah side of the river. I joined Cap- 
tain Pughe at this place yesterday. .Mr. Wood continuing the investi- 
gation al Bunyagaon. A Detachment of 25 men of the 3rd Bengal 
Police Battalion was sent across to Buckrabad yesterday afternoon, at 
the request of Mr. Spankie, and at the same time, 20 men were des- 
patched to Urmaree to protect the Factory at that place. About 40 of 
the Military Police have been left with Mr. Wood at Bunyagaon and 
we have 150 here." 

3. Mr. Furrell adds that the mmiber of ISroops in the Sub-Division 
is, in his opinion, amply suffipent for the preservation of the peace ; 
indeed, he anticipates no further disturbance, and believes that " should 
those ringleaders who went to Bampore Baideah be opportunely arrested, 
the Byots will begin cidtivating as usual." 

4. The arrest of Lalchand Shah and Ruttun Mundul, (twcf of the ring- 
leaders in the attack gn Mr. Lyon's Factory who came Jo my Court to 
present a petition,) has already been communicated to you demi-officially, 
and will, it is hoped, have the effect anticipated by Mr. Furrell. 

5. Captain Pughe, from whom I have also heard, corroborates Mr. 
Furrell's * report as to the quiet prevailing in the neighbourhood of 
Dhullian, which i^pears to have been the centre of the disaffection. 

6. I have requested Mr. Beaufort to send back the Detachment of 
60 men which were supplied from the 2nd Police Battalion at Baiueah, 
at his requisition, as their services may be required in the Rajshahye or 
Pubnah Districts, and they can be replaced here by a Detachment from 
Captain Pughe's corps, if necessary. • 



No. 1415. 



Copy forwarded for the information of the Government of India, 
in the Home Department. ^ 



From Captain Pitghb, Pulaa, per E. I. Railway Telegraph, to the Secretary to the 
Grovernment of Bengal, Calcutta;— (No. 168, Camp Dhallian, 28th March I860.) 

Sir, 

I SENT off a fBitj to Maldah last night. I am here with the 
Magistrate, Mr. Furrell, in the centre of the disaffected District : every- 



•J 



i 
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thing is qiiiet Parties arc posted at every point where there is the 
slightest chancy of a disturbance. 

TBe numbci' of men at my disposal is ample : from all we can hear 
all is fluiet on the other side of the Ganges. 



No. 1319. 

Copy forwarded for the information of the Government of India, 
Home Department. 



From Captain Fuohb, Pulsa, per E. I. Eailway Telegraph, to the Secretary to the 
Government of Bengal, Calcutta — (No. 169, Camp Dhullian, dated 28 th 
March 18g0.) 

Sir, 

Plowden mentioned that a Telegram has been sent to me about 
Maldah ; I have not received it. The party mentioned in mine of this 
morning was sent at the request of the Magistrate, and was a small one. 
In case more men are requested, I will despatch another party to night, 
but wc have heard nothing here of any disturbances, although we are on 
the opposite bank of the river. 

No. 1318. 

Copy forwarded for the information of the Government of India, * 
in the Home Department. 



From Captain Pcohb, per E. I. Railway Telegraph, to the Secretary to the Gk>« 
vemment of Bengal, Calcutta, — (No. 177, Camp Dhollian, dated the 29th 
March 1860.) 

Sir, 

I HAVE this morning heard from my Detachment on the other 
side of the Ganges. 

All quiet in Maldah ; the same here ; but there appears to be an 
uneasiness among the Ryots, and many have sent away their families. 
I have strong parties moving about the District in four different direc- 
tions. It has a very good effect, and I do not anticipate any disturbance. 
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No. 1375. 

Copy forwarded for the information of the GoverrSnent of 'India 
in the Home Department. 



Telegragh Message from Officiating Deputy Commissioner, Bonyagaon, vid 
Kajmahal, to the Secretary to the Groyemment of Bengal, — (No. 8081, 
dated the 29th March I860, 10-20 A. m.) 



Sir, 



No extra news : all quiet : inquiry progressing.. 



No. 1340. 

Copy forwarded for the information of the Government of 
India, Home Department. 






Telegraph Message fvom Officiating Deputy Commissioner, Bunygaon,* tfid 
Eajmahal, to the Secretary to the Groyemment of Bengal, Calcutta (No. 3394, 
dated dOth March, 1860. 2-15 p. m.; 

' SlB, 

Lallchund Sao and Ruttun Mundul, two of the chief conspi- 
artors apprehended at Berhampore. All quiet here and across the 
Ganges. 






Telegraph Message from Captain Pughb, Bunyagaon, vid Rajmahal, to the 
Secretary to the Goyenunent of Bengal, — (No. 3334, dated the SOth March, 
1860, 8-15 F. M.) • • 

I HATE directed the Detachmei^ of the Behar Light Horse to 
move down here from Bajmahal, should they not have received orders 

67 
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to the contrdty. They will be very useful — Mr. Wood agrees with me 
in tanking boT 



E^om A. B. TouK9, Ea^.. Seoretur to the Gorenunent of Bengal, to Capt&in J. S. 
pDDHi, Comm&nding Srd Bengml Police Battalion,— (No. 1393, dated the Slat 
March I860.) 

Sib, 

I AM directed to acknowledge the receipt of your telegram o 
yesterday's date, intimatiiig that you have directed the two Troops of the 
Behar Light Horse at Bajmshal to move down to Bunyagaon, and in 
reply to inform you that the lieutenant Governor approves of the ar- 
rangement. It will probably be expedient to divide the two Troops here- 
after. 



Telegraph Message &om Cutaih Foshb, DDtlian aid Bajmahal, k> Secretaij to 
the Goremment of Bengal, CslouttB,— {dated the 3rd April 1860.) 

SiH, ' 

Camp Dhullian, the 2nd April. — Cavalry furived this morn- 
ing. One hundred and fifty Sabres. I shall keep forty here, send 
eighteen to Maldah. forty to Beauleah, and remainder to Moorsheda- 
bad. All quiet. 

No- 1549. 

Copt forwarded for the information of the Govemmeqt of India, in 
the Home Department 



From Lient«nant Q. J. BssvBS, CommaBding 2nd Bengal Police BattalioQ, to 
Major T. Bittkat, Inspector Military Police- Battaliooa, Lower Provinces,— 
(No. 209, dated Bampore 'Beaoliah, the 3rd April 1800.) • 

- • 
Sir, 

I HATE the honoi; to report for your information tliat the 
Detachment of 100 men under Lieutenant 'O'Connor reached Maldah 
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on the 30th ultimo, and that on the 1st instant, at the request of the 
Magistrate, the former Officer despatched a Detachmemt of 25 men 
Snder a Jemandar to Buckrabad. 

2. I have also to inform you that a Detachment as per i]^rgin, 

under command of Sub-Lieutenant Issurfee 

4 HaTildars. 

4 Naicks. Sing, marched from this this morning for 

^^^' ^ Pubnah, making a total number of 150 men 

exclusive of Non-commissioned Officers sent to that place. The Sub- 
lieutenant will assume charge of the whole. 



No. 219. 



Copy forwarded to Secretary to Government of Bengal for informa- 
tion. <• 



"From Major T. Eatteay, Inspector of Military Police Battalions in Bengal, to the 
Secretary to the Government of ^Bengal, Fort William,— (No. 223, dated 
Barrackpore, the 7th April 1860.) 

Sib, 

I have the honar to report for the information of the Lieute- 
nant Governor that a Squadron of the Behar Horse, imder the Command 
# of Lieutenant P. Davis, reached Eajmahal on the 31st ultimo, having got 
over 210 miles in 6 nights, being at the rate of 35 miles per night. 
Such marching does considerable credit, 'both to Lieutenant Davis and 
the Irregular Cavalry. 

2. Lieutenant Davis is himself at Moorshedabad. 

3. By order of Captain Pughe, Lieutenant Davis has distributed his 

men as per igiargin. 

Moorshedabad, 40 Sabres. i r^ ••Tki _lx1-^t- 

• Bampore Beanleah 40 „ 4. Captam rugne reports that ne 

d|^^ !;;:;:::!:;; 34 r, * ^^^ ^^^ sufficient men with him for 

Maldah, 16 „ whatever work he may have to do, and as 

LoUgolah, 16 ,^ • •' 

he recommends that the Detachments at 

186 

Bancoorah, Deoghur, and Goddah stand 
fast for the present, I would beg to se«ond his recommendation, more 
especially as Cholera and Small Pox have broken out in his. camp. 



I 
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From A. B. Yomro Esq., Secretary to the Gk>yemment of Bengal, to the Inspector 
of Po^ce Battalions,— (No. 1641, dated the loth April 1860.) 

.Sir, 

I AM directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, No,^ 
223, dated the 7th instant, reporting the rapid march from Patna to 
Bajmahal of a Squadron of the Behar Horse under Lieutenant Davis, and 
in reply to inform you that the Lieutenant Governor considers ihe 
zeal and activity displayed by Lieutenant Da\as and his men to be very 
satisfactory. 

2. The distribution of these men by Captain Pughe, and that Officer's 
suggestion that the Detachment of his Battalion at Bancoorah, Deoghnr 
and Goddah, should not at present be moved from those places, are 
approved. 



5^: 



Telegraph Message from B. Wood, Esq., to Secretary to the Government of 
Bengal, Calcutta,— (No. dated the 9th April I860, 12-21 p. m.) 

I HAVE apprehended most of the Ijead men concerned in the attack on 
Mr. Lyon's Factory on the 31st ultimo, and the case will be ready foiW ,! 
hearing in a few days. If the case be sent to the Sessions at Berham-* • 
pore,^^ there will be much delay and every obstacle thrown in the way of 
conviction by Mooktars and paid Agents of Zemindars : the Police also • 
are much mixed up ; in this case prompt punishment is very necessary, 
and would eflFectually secure the peace of the District. Mr. Yule's camp'^! ' 
is at Bajmahal. I would venture td* suggest he be empowered to decide. ':^^ 
this case at once on parties being present on the spot. Berhampore is 
fifty wiles distant. Please reply through the Pulsa Offioe, which is 
nearest this. ^ 



.-Cj 



From A. B. Youko, Esq., Secretary to the Government of Bengal, to G. U. 

YuLB, Esq., Commissioner of Bhaugnlpore, Bajmahal,— (No. 1017, dated the ^ 

9th April 18Ca ' * M 



Sir, 

The case of certain •'rioters concem^ed in the attack on Mr. •) 
Lyon's Indigo Factory, situated within the Aurungabad Sub-Division, be- 



\' 
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Petition from Jgggobundhoo Dutto, of Amdole, in the District of Moorshedabad, 
to the Hon'ble the Libutbhant Goybbhob of Bengal, — (dated Berhampore, 
24th^March 1860.) 



The humble Petition of Juggbbundhoo 
Dutto, of Amdole, in Tliannah Pulsa, 
within the Sub-Div^ion of Aurunga- 
bad, in the District of Moorehedabad. 

Most respectfully showetii. 

That your Positioner is the proprietor of a mehal called Turruff 
Amdole, which has for few years been let in lease to Mr. C. B. Maseyk, 
owner of the Indigo Factory of Kodum Syer. Being desirous to let the 
above-mentioned mehal in putnee on advantageous terms, a proclamation 
was given by yeur Petitioner, in-vdting parties willing to take it to offer 
their terms. Two parties, viz, the proprietor of the aforesaid factory 
and one Baboo Nubbo Coomar Sing, of Moheshpore, expressed their 
desire to take the mehal in putnee, Ijut the jimima offered by the latter 
being higher than that proposed by the former, a settlement was made 
with the said Baboo, and a conveyance in his name lyas drawn out on 
the 21st Maugh last. On the 23rd idem when the people on the part 
of the putnee holder went to that mehal to t^Jce possession of it, Latee- 
wals, Surkeewallahs, and other armed men of Mr. Maseyk, numbering 
about 400, headed by the Naib and other J)eople of the factory, walked up^ 
to your Petitioner's house and surrotmded it at about 9 o'clock A. M. Youi 
Petitioner taking fright closed up all the avenues to his house, hilrried 
up stairs, and there together with his family and childrei^ shut up in a 
room. Then the people outside began to cut open the doors to enter 
within, and though the people of the neighbourhood and the Policemen 
of the adjacent Fandee were attracted to the spot by the noise and shouts 
none had pluck to confront such a large body of armed men and to come 
te the rescue of the beleaguered party. Not succeeding however so soon 
^o cut open the doors, the people of the factory dashed down a pftrt of 
the cutcha wall surrounding the house by the force of elephants, and 
made good their entry into the premises. 

Then commenced a scene loo revolting to humanity, and one which 
your Petitioner cannot recall in his mind with'out a cliilly sensation of 
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horror. Zennanah mehal was entered into, women and children dra^yged 
forth, their bodies stripped off of all ornaments, their noses and ears 
torn and lacerated in the operation. All the tnmks, chests, recesses of 
the hotise were ransacked ; the floors of all the rooms excavated in search 
of hidden treasure, and property consisting of gold, silver (both in specie 
and bullion) jewels, utensils, wearing apparel, in fine, everything the 
house contained to the value of (1,00,000) one lac of Eupees was 
plundered; which, together with your Petitioner and another inmate of 
the house, by name Hurro Mohun Audikaree, seized and boimd by ropes 
were carried to the facto^ of Mr. Maseyk. There for ten days your 
Petitioner and the said Audhikaree were confined, by the order of the 
Shaib, in separate places, under a guard of about 10 Burkundauzes, during 
the day in the jungle, and in godowns by night; the food that was served 
to them was doled out so sparingly, and after such long intervals, that the 
suffering they underwent both mentally and physically exceeds all descrip- 
tion. 

Just after the occurrence, your Petitioner's brother, Pranbimdhur Dutto> 
and his son Beejoygovind Dutto, lodged a complaint in the Assistant 
Magistrate's Court at Aurungabad, and though the inquiry instituted was 
one of a lax character, sufficient trices of the plunder were found, and 
Allad Sing and others in the employ of Mr. Maseyk were called upon to 
answer to the cnarge brought against them. Matters coming at this stage, 
your Petitioner wall taken in the presence of Mr. Charles Maseyk Sad his 
brother, James Maseyk, and given to understand that if he were to file a 
rajeenamah and stay the progress of the suit, all would go right with 
him, his property to be restored an^ life saved, otherwise the loss of both 
would be the inevitable consequence. Thus threatened and encouraged 
with the hope of getting back his property and liberty, he was con- 
strained to yield to the proposal, and was accordingly taken to the Ma- 
gistrate's Court imder the strict surveillance, where he filed his rajeena- 
mah on the 14th Falgoon. Sooner it was done than he was seized 
and carried back on board a boat And plac^ in confinement as before. 

Your Petitioner's brother being informed of this, proceeded to the 
DaBOgah of Thanna Manoola Bazar and nought the aid of him, who 
whereupon deputed his Mooiishee and Burkimdauzes and got your Peti- 
tioner released. 

Your Petitioner having regained his liberty, proceeded to Berhampore 
and instituted fresh complaint in the Magistrate's Court, detailing the 
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circumstances and praying for the recovery of liis property. Three or 
four days after the institution of the complaint, the Magistrate took 
dowip'the deposition of your Petitioner, and has since only called 
for witnesses. Your Petitioner having been surprised at the apathetic 
way in which such a serious case was being dealt with, solicited by fresh 
petition that functionary to take speedy and energetic measures towards 
the investigation of the case and the search of the factory for the dis- 
covery of the property, but to no purpose. Your Petitioner then applied 
to the Commissioner of Rajshahye, who, having called for and received a 
kyfeut from the Magistrate to the effect th "a case is pending trial, has 
taken no further steps. The case stands at a dead still. If prompt and 
energetic measures were taken,' everything, as represented by you* 
Petitioner, would have come to light and his property found. 

Your Petitioner is now a ruined man ; he has lost all he had in the 
world, and his absence from home at this season entails on him a loss of 
50,000 Rupees, for he cannot dare stir out of Berhampore for fear of 
falling in the hands of the factory people, who are in ambuscade to seize 
him and put him to death. 

After submitting this brief delineation of his case before your Honor, 
your Petitioner earnestly solicits that your Honor will be graciously 
pleased to appoint one of his Secretaries to investigate his case ; and the 
expenses that will be incurred on that account ^ill be paid by your 
Petitioner. • 

If your Petitioner has ventured a little too far in making such request, 
his piteous case will speak volumes in his* behalf — if duly considered. 

And your Petitioner, as in duty bound, shall ever pray. 



From A. R. Youno, Esq. Seci^tary to the Government of Bengal, to the Commis- 
sioner of Rajshahye, (No. 1288, dated 28th Mar<3^ 1860.) 

Sib, 

I AM directed to forward to you the accompanying copy 
of a petition from one Juggobundoo Dutto, 'of Amdole, in Thanna 
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Pulsa, within the Sub-Division of Aurungabad, bringing to notice a 
serious case of assault and plunder alleged to have heeu committed in 
his house by the factory servants of Mr. C. B. Maseyk, an Indigp 
Planter, and complaining of the lax and apathetic way in which his ca§o 
has been dealt with by the Magistrate of Moorshedabad. 

The Lieutenant Governor desires me to request that you will call upon 
the Magistrate f of an immediate report on this case, and his explanation in 
regard to the complaint made against his proceedings. 

If the petition is in the^ main f oimded on facts, I. am desired to 
request that you will order a searching and thorough inquiry to be made 
^ the Sub-Division. You are aware that the Lieutenant Governor is by 
no means as yet satisfied with the Magistrate's action, of rather inaction, 
in the serious affair which happened in Aurungabad last month. 



From F. Gouldsbuby, Esq., Commissioner of Circuit, Bajshahy^ Division, to tho 
Secretary to the Grovemment of Bengal, Fort William, — (No. 12 Ct., dated 
the dlst March 1860.) 

Sib, , 

With reference to your letter No. 1288, dated the 28th 
instant, forwarding copy of a petition from Juggobundoo Dutt, of 
Amdole, in Thannah Pulsa, I have the honor to annex for the inforn]«,tion 
of the Lieutenant Governor* a copy of the explanation furnished on the 
12th instant, by the Officiating Joint Magistrate of Moorshedabad, before 
Whom the case is pending, and who has already been directed to submit 
a fuU.report on completion of the proceedings. 

2. The copy of Juggobundoo Dutt's petition will be immediately sent 
to Mr. AlexaAder for any further explanation he may desire to offer, 
regarding the statemeiits therein contained. 



Frbm H. W. Alexakdbb, Esq., Officiating Joint Alagistrate of Moorshedabad, 
to the Commissioner of th8 Kajshabye Division, — (No. 53, dated Berhampore, 
the 12th March 1860.) 

Sib, 

With reference to the order conveyed on.thebackof the 
enclosed petition, I havo the honor to sfibmit an explanation, so far as 
I am able, of the state of the case mentioned therein. 

68 
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2. I am of •course not able to state what part Mr. Furrell took per- 
sonalW in the i^atter, an explanation as to the charges brought against 
him in the said petition coming no doubt more properly from himself ; 
but I •an, on a reference to the records of the case, mention what steps 
appear to have been taken in the said matter. 

3. On the 4th of February, Saturday, notice was given by the Daro- 
gah of Thannah Pulsa, of the illegal plundering as referred to by the 
petitioner Pranbimdo Dutt. The Darogah himself started immediately 
tp investigate the case, and on the 7th of February, Mr. Furrell went 
himself to the spot, took the evidence of Bejoygobindo Dutt, nephew to 
the petitioner, and was engaged on the 7th,^ 8th and 9th in inquiring and 
recording the evidence of several vidtnesses in regard to the said aflfair. 

4. On the 10th he returned to Jungipore, and on the llth the reply 
of one defendant in this case was taken ; on the same day the petitioner 
himself appeared in Court, when his deposition was taken down, and on 
the 18th and 27tn the evidence of other witnesses was recorded. 

5. On the 18th of February, Bejoygobind filed a petition of com- 
promise in this matter, as did on the 25th Juggobuiido Dutt, notwith- 
standing which, the latter again, on the 1st of March, presented a peti- 
tion, requesting that his case might be fully inquired into, he having 
been illegally detained for nearly a month, and having only been 
relealbd the day previous, (t. «., February 29th ;) upon this I took the 
deposition of the said person, in which he mentioned at length the cir- 
cumstances of the said plundering of hie house, and cited Ihe names of 
certain parties he wished summoned as his witnesses. This latter has 
been done. As the case therefore is in an incomplete state as regards 
the evidence for the prosecution, I am imable to offer an opinion as to 
ihb truth or falsity of the charge, but one suspiciojis point exists in the 
matter, viz,, Juggobundo Dutt, who appeared in Court on February the 
2bih, and filed a petition of compromise, appeared again on the Ist March 
stating he was in confinem^t imtil the 29^ of February. 
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From A. B. Youkg, Esq., Secretary to the Qovemment of Bengal to the Ma^A* 
irate of Maldah,— (No. 1205 dated Fort William, the 26th March 1860.) 



Sib, 



•• 



It has been known to private persons in Calcutta for tfW-o or 
more days past, that serious disturbances in connection with certain Indigo 
Fax^tories in your District have occurred ; but up to the present time n6 
ihtimation of whitt has happened has been received from you. 

2. The Lieutenant-Governor cannot but regard this silence on your 
part as highly reprehensible, as it shews either that you had no know- 
ledge of these serious occurrences within your own jurisdiction, or 
knowing them, failed to report them at once to Government, as it waa 
your duty to have done. I am directed to express the*dissatisfaction of 
the Lieutenant-Governor with your conduct on this matter, and to warn 
you against similar negligence in future. • 



From F. Gouldrbuby, Esq., Commissioner of Rajshahye, to the Secretary to the 
Government of Bengal, Fort William,— (No. 601,) Rajshahye, the 24th 
March 1860. 

Sir, 

I HAVE the honor to report for the information of the Hon'ble 
• .the Lieutenant-Governor, that in* consequence of reports that have reached 
me of the probability of disturbances among the Indigo Ryots in certain 
parts of the Maldah District, I have deemed it advisable to increase the 
strength of the Detachment of the Military Police Battalion proceeding to 
tike the duties at that Station, to 70 men. Similar Detachments have 
already been sent to Berhampore and Pubnd, on the requisition of the 
Magistrates of those Districts, but I have not heard of any further disturb- 
ances there, and I am in hopes that the circulation of the copied of thd 
Bengallee Notifiication first received froin Government, will have this 
eSfect of allaying the present excitement. * 

2. I shall proceed without deky to Berhalnpofe, in pursuance" of 
the instructions contained in the JuriiBr' Sectetftry's lettfei* No. 1088; of 
the 22 nd instant. 
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From A, R. Yo9sa, EftQ . Secretary to the GoTernment of Bengal, to the Com- 
missioner of Raj^hahye, (No. 1251, dated 27th March I860.) 

« 

Sir, 

1 AM directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 
No. 5£)1> dated the 24th instant, reporting that on receipt of intelligence 
of the probability of disturbances among the Indigo Ryots in certun 
parts of the District of Maldah, you have increased the strength of the 
Detachment of Military Police proceeding to Maldah to 70 men, and 
that similar Detachments have been sent to Berhampore and Pubna. 

2. The Leutenant Governor approves of your proceedings, and 
desires me to state that should further reinforcements of the Military 
Police be wanted, you should apply at once to Captain Pughe, the Com- 
mandant of the 5d Battalion, who is in the Junghypore Sub-Division or 
in that neighbourhood. 



From F. Gouldsburt, Esq., Commiaaioner of Rajahahye Diviaion* to the Secre- 
tary to the Government of Bengal,Fort Willam, — (No. 6ip, dated the 26th 
March 1860.) 

Sir, », 

In continuation of my letter No. 501, of the 24th instant, I 
have the honor to report that a full Company of the 2nd TPohce Battalion, 
imde> the command of Lieutenant O'Connor, have left for Maldah, and 
I have sent instructions to the Magistrate to proceed with them to the 
scene of the disturbances. . 

2. I have not had any report fropi Mr. Spankie regarding the attack 
on the Buckrabad Factory mentioned in the Hurkaru Newspaper of* the 
24th Instant. Indeed, were it not for private information received from 
an imofficial source, I should be ignorant of any actual disturbances 
having occurred in the Maldah District, Mr. Spankie having unfortu- 
nately chosen this particular time to leave the Station on settlement 
duty. I could have wished^that an Officer of greater promptitude and 
energy had been in charge of the District at such a crisis. 

3. Mr. Beaufort has, I imderstand, proceeded to Aurungabad, under 
instructions sent to him by Telegraph, and J hope to learn further parti- 
culars of the disturbances in that quarter, on my arrival at Berhampore 
to-morrow morning. 
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4. My Maldah correspondent informs me that letters had been in- 
tercepted calling upon the Ryots of Mr. Gray's Factories to rise, but no 
intimation of this has been sent to me by the Magistrate.* 

P. S. — Since writing the above, I have received a report, from the 
Magistrate of Eajshahye, of a disturbance in the neighbourhood of 
Nattore, of which the following are the particulars. 

A Mr. Whyte, of the Deegha Factory, while out on horseback, was 
attacked by some 200 of his Kyots ; he himself escaped, but his horse 
was wounded by a blow from a latee, and one of his servants was 
severely handled, having his head cut open and much swollen and 
desfigured in consequence. Mr. Metcalfe, the Assistant in charge of the 
Nattore Sub-Division (who proceeded to the spot next morning), has suc- 
ceeded in apprehending about 10 of the parties engaged in this outrage, 
who are Ryots of Jogendernarin Rae, one of the Pootea Zemindars, 
who has just attained his majority, an event which terminates the 
lease of his estates held by the Messrs. Watson imder the Court or 
Wards, and is likely to lead to further disputes. • 

Under these circumstances, and adverting to the prevalent excitement 
among the Indigo Ryots, I have sanctioned Mr. Lushington's proposal 
immediately to dispatch a party of JO men of the Police Battalion to 
the scene of the above disturbance, and to depute Jklr. Taylor, the Offi- 
ciating Joint Magistrate, with a similar party, to Pootea, to remain there 
until the question of the renewal or otherwise of the lease of the Messrs. 
Watson, is settled. I woul^ also beg leave strongly to urge the expedien- 
cy of an Officer with fidl powers being at once appointed to the charge 
• of the Nattore Sub-Division, in the place of Mr. Chapman resigned . 



"From A. B. Young, Esq., Secretary to the Govemmont of Bengal, to the 
CoxDmiBsioner of Eajshahye,— (No. 1368, dated the 30th March 1860.) 

SiB, 

I AM directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter. No. 
518, dated the 26th instant, and in reply to state, that if the 2nd Police 
Battalion cannot supply meij enough for all the Districts of your Divi- 
sion, if orth of the Ganges, where there is or may be excitement, the 
Lieutenant-Governor desires iJiat you will call upon Captain Pughe for a 
sufficient party for Maldah, as he has plenty of men to spare. Thus 
the Maldah and Moorshedabad District^ may be provided for from 
Captain Pughe's Battaliorf and the Ghoorka Regiment. 
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2. The orders issued by you to Mr. Lushington, the Magistrate of 
Rajshaliye, with reference to the recent outbreak in the Nattore Sub- 

c Division, are approved. 

3. With reference to the remarks contained in the second pjtra. of 
the P(5stscript to your letter, regarding the expiry of the lease held by 
Messrs. Watson and Co., of the estate of the Pootea Zemmdar Jo- 
gendemarain Eae, I am to observe that whilst the peace must be kept, 
you will of course bear in mind the necessity for alL Public Officers 
scrupulously to abstain from using influence or interfering in any way 
in what seems to be wholly a private affair of business. 



No. 1369. 



Copy of para. 1 forwarded to Captain J. R. Pughe, Commandant, 3rd 
Bengal Police Battalion, for his information. 



No. 1370. 
Ditto to the Inspector of Police Battalions in Bengal. 



From Lord H. U. Bbownb, Under-Secretary to the Govem^ient of Bengal, to 
J. S. Sfankie, Esq » Magistrate and Collector of Maldah, — (No. 1372, dated 
the 30th March 1860.) I 

Sir, 

I AM directed to inform you that the Lieutenant-Governor ha» 
been pleased to appoint you to ofEciafe, until further orders, as Joint, 
Magistrate and Deputy Collector of*Rajshahye. 

2. I am desired to state that your present transfer is in consequence 
of a report from the Commissioner, from which the following is an 
extract. 

" I have not had any report from Mr. Spankie, regarding the 
** attack in the Buckrabad ^ctory, mentioned in the Hurkaru newspaper 
" of the 24th instant, indeed, were it not for private informatign 
** received from an unofficial source, I shoulcf be ignorant of any actual 
" disturbance having occurred in the Maldah District, Mr. Spankie 
" having unfortunately chosen this particular time to leave the Station 
** on settlement duty. I could have wished that an Officer of greater 
" promptitude and energy had« been in charge of the District at such a 
" crisis." 
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'From LoBD H. U. Bsown, Uuder Secretary to the Government of Bengal, to 
S. H. C. Tatlbb Esq., Officiating Joint Magistrate and deputy Ceyector 
of Eajshahye.— (No. 1371, dated the 30th March 1860.) 

Sir, • 

I AM directed to inform you that the Lieutenant-Governor 
has been pleased *o appoint you to officiate until further orders as Ma- 
gistrate and Collector of Malda. 

2. You are requested to leave Rajshahye at once, and to take charge 
of your new Office as soon as possible. 



From J. S. Spankie, Esq., Magistrate of Malda, to the Secretary to the Govern- 
ment of Bengal, Fort William,— (No. 69, dated Maldoh, 30Ui March 186(\) 

Sir, • 

1 HAVE the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 
No. 1205, dated 26th instant. 

I am not aware what reports might have been current in Calcutta 
regarding the Ryots of this District, but immediately on my hearing of 
the attack on the|Factory of Buckrabad, I wrote to the Conmiissioner for 
troops and to you fo^ a copy of the Lieutenant-Governor's Notific^ion. 
I also issued a Proclamation to the Ryots of this District in which I 
informed them of my having sent for a Regiment. I then started for 
JBnekrabad, and I should have answered your letter earlier had I been in 
receipt of it, but I have just returned from the Mofussil, and find it here 
aw^tmg my arrival. • 

- BuckrabadnFactory was attacked by about 250 or 300 men, who entered 
the sherishta where the accounts arc kept, collected them together and 
burnt Ae greatest portion. The rest they threw down a well, which is 
situated within the compound of the liou^p. They then attacked the 
j^dence of Mr. Rich who was absent at that time, carried off several 
valuable guns and a sword,* destroyed his wearing apparel and made a 
boi^e of his gun cases and some other property. I took the evidence 
of the plaintiff and his witnesses, and also arrested some of the principal 
defendants, in all seventeen men, after which I returned to the Station. 

There can be no doubt whatever that the Ryots on this side of the 
Ganges were instigated to this act of violence by Ryots of the Moorshe- 
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dabad District* Buckrabad Factory belongs to Mr. David Andrew, in 
whose* Factories Kalapanee and Ankoora, the first disturbance in this 
pay t of Bengal commenced. The reason of the riot is to me obvious 
enouglf. The Ryots had been ill-treated for some time by the Factory 
servants, and were consequently forced into this rebellion. 

1 may add that the attack on Buckrabad was imexpected ; in fact the 
absence of Mr. Kich from his own Factory at such a crisis proves the 
above assertion. 



From A. E. Young, Esq., Secretary to the Crovemment of BeDgal, to the Com- 
missioner of Eajshahye,— (No. U48, dated the 2nd AprU 1860.) 

Sir, 

1 AM directed to forward to you the accompanying copy of 

a letter* from Mr. Spankie, the Masia- 

• No. 69, dated th© 80th ultimo. r ^^ i ^ - i . f 

trate of Malda, reportmg the particulars 
of an attack made by the Ryots of his District on the Buckrabad Factory. 

2. The Lieutenant-Governor considers it very extraordinary that he 
should receive on the 2nd April thte first account from the Magistrates 
of this very serious case which occurred on the 20th of March. As the 
usual means of communication were available, the absence of the Ma- 
gistrate from his Sudder Station docs not fully explain this delay. 

The Magistrate will of course spare no pailis to bring to justice all 
the leaders in this outrage. 

He reports that the Ryots had been forced into this crime (which 
he with great impropriety of expression terms ** rebellion") by the 
ill-treatment they have suffered for some time past from the Factory ser- 
vants ; but he says nothing of any steps taken for the ptCnishment of 
those who have so ill-treated the Ryots, or for the protection of the Ryots 
from a continuance of such ill-treatment from the same servants in 
future. • 

This is not a creditable omission. The Magistrate must forthwith 
proceed to the spot and in(juire thoroughly into that side of tlie case, 
and if the Factory ser^-ants can be proved to be guilty of anything 
which makes them liable to criminal prosecution, they should be imme- 
diately prosecuted with the utmost rigor of the Law. 

Similarly if the masters of tKbse serv'ants can.be proved guilty of the 
like conduct, they should be prosecuted in like manner. 
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Whilst it is absolutely necessary to punisli promptly taid severely 
Buch an outbreak as this, it is no less incumbent on the Magistrate^ in 
the caus§ of justice and order, to exert himself in order to the punish- 
ment or prosecution, if possible, of those guilty of offences which flrive 
poor people to such violent and criminal outrage. 



From A. B. Youna, Esq., Secretary to the Govemmeni of Bengali to H. 
MusPBATT, Esq., Officiating Magistrate aad Collector of Pabna,— (No. 1191, 
dated the 24th March I860.) 

Sir, • 

I AM directed to inform you that the Lieutenaat-Govemor has 
been pleased to appoint you to officiate as 'Joint Magistrate and Deputy 
Collector of Backergunge. 

2. On being relieved of your office by Mr. A. J. R. Bainbridge, you 
will proceed at once to join your appointment at Backergtmge. 



No. 1192. 
Copt forwarded to the Commissioner of Dacca for.information. 



1 

'Froia A. B. Youara, E§q., Secretary to the Govemment of Bengal, to A. cL B. 
Bainbbidob, Esq., Officiating Joint Magistrate and Deputy Collector of 
Backergunge,— (No. 1180, dated the 24th March IMO.) 

••Sib, 

« With reference to my letter No. 502, of the 20th instant, to 

the address of the Commissioner of Dacca, giving you leave of absence 
for three wee^s, I am directed to state that the Lieutenant-Governor 
regrets that the exigencies of the Service render it necessary for him to 
withhold that indulgence for thp present. 

2. Tou have been appointed to officiate ai? Magistrate and Collector 
of f^ubna, and I am to request that you will join that appointment with 
all possible expeditiozL 



No. 1190. 

Corr forwarded to the Commissioner «of Dacca for infoxmation, in 
continuation of letter No. A>2f of the 20th instant. 

69 



•«^ 
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From Hbnbt *Mu8PBATT, Esq., Officiating Magistrate and Collector of Pabzui« 
^io A. E. Youira, Esq., Secretary to the Goyemment of Bengal, — (dated 
Pubna, the 28th March 1860.) 

• Sib, 

I HAVE the honor to acknowledge receipt of your letter No. 
1191, dated the 24th instant, informing me that I have been appointed 
to officiate as Joint Magistrate and Deputy Collector of Backergunge, 
and as this appointment is an inferior one to that I now hold, I have the 
honor to solicit his Honor the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal that I 
may be informed why I have been removed from my present appointment. 



From A. !E^ Young, Esq., Secretary to the Government of Bengal, to H. 
MusPBATT, Esq., Officiating Magistrate and Collector of Fubna, — {No, 
1451, date<i the 2nd April 1860.) 

Sir, 

I AM directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, dated 
the 28th ultimo, requesting to h% informed of the grounds of your re- 
moval from the acting appointment held by you in the Pubna District, 
and in reply to state that you have been ^ppointtid to act elsewhere 
bebause another officer has been appointed to act in Pubna whom the 
Lieutenant-Governor considers better quali&ed for the management of 
that District under existing circumstances than you are. 

You must not regard this change at all in the light of a pimishmeAt. 
It is caused by the necessity of having specially selected men in the ex- 
cited Districts at the present moment. 



!From F. GoTTinsBtrBT, E8Q.,»Commifl8ionerof Oironit, Bajshahye Division, to the 
Secretary to the Government of Bengal,— (No. 646, dated Bajshahy^^ the 
2nd April 1860.) « 



Sib, 



^^ 



I HAVE the honor to report for the information of the Lieute- 
nant-Governor, that on my jetum to Bampore Bauleah yestetday morn- 
ing, I found that no further disturbance had occurred during my absence. 
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2. I beg to annex for his Honor's perusal copy of a letter from the 

Officiating Magistrate of Pubna, No. 144, dated the 27th ultimo, report- 

ing the state of feeling which he found to prevail among the BjSts of 

Chateean, a factory of Mr. Hills, and of some villages in the Meerpooc 

Concern ; and with reference to the concluding paragraph, to state that 

I have requested the Officer Commanding the 2nd Police Battalion to 

increase the strength of the Detachment in the Pubnah District to 150 
men. 



From Hjskbt Muspbatt, Esq., Officiating Magistrate of Pnbna, to the Commit. 
sioDer of Circuit, BaJBli3hye,-^(No. 144, datedPubnah, the 27th March 1860.) 

Sib, . * 

I HAVE the honor to report that a petition having been pre- 
sented by Azim and others during my absence from the Sudder Station 
on CoUectorate duties, 1 started for the spot as soon asT my tents had 
arrived. 

2. I found that the dispute was between three of the Ryots of Cha. 
te^an and Mr. A. Hills, of Miton ^Factory. The Factory lies in the 
Nuddea District; I foimd (March 26tib) the feelings of the people there 
and in the neightpuring^illages were against the Planters and Indigo 
cultivation. They objectra to the ^' Planters' beegah*' which is measiured 
from time immemorial by » hath of 22 inches. They complained that 
they were made to cultivate more land in Indigo than they were allowed 
to cultivate with Dhan. The Byots of Chateean stated that the Magis- 
trate of Nuddea had come to Dhumunpore, some 10 or 12 miles from 
Chateean, and had said no more Indigo was k) be grown. 

3. They also showed me two papers from the Nuddea Magistrate, 
but which appear more like copies of orders passed on petitions, and 
though it is stated in them that Byots having taken advances are bound 
to work them out, yet these so called Purwanjihs were produced to show 
that it was the order of Government Indigd should not be grown. 
After I had explained to thd Byots that it was not for the Government 
to order the Zemindars that one crop should be grown, and not another, 
f^^ /^ that if they had entered into agreements they were boimd to act up 
to tfaem, and also warned them against following the evil example of the 
Byots in the Nuddea District, the people said that they would not 
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grow Indigo, and one man said that if I or the Government even 
they were to ^ow Indigo, that they were all determined to be of one 
mind* and oppose the Government. I immediately arrested this man for 
eontempt of Court, and as his words met with words of approval from 
others, I have put the man on his defence for uttering threatening words 
likely to cause a serious breach of the peace. 

. 4. I warned all the Byot« that if they were \mder engagementa to 
sow Indigo, they were bound to do so, and that if tfiey prevented the 
Planters' people going near the lands or acted hostilely towards them 
when they went near the village, I should take serious notice of their 
conduct, and that if on the other hand the Planters, defendants, attempt- 
ed to oppress them they were to come ana complain to me. 

5. On the ^5th I had asked Mr. Ferrier, of the Meerpore Concern, 
regarding the feelings of his Ryots. His reply was that they were all 
quite quietf and he was not aware of their having any complaints to 
make. On my way to Chateean I passed 2 or 3 villages belonging to 
Meerpore, andT immediately on seeing me all the Ryots came forward 
making loud complaints regarding the oppression of the Planter and 
his people. These Ryots also believed that Government had ordered no 
knore Indigo to be sown, and w6re thunderstruck when I told them 
that Government had given no such orders, and that they were bound to 
act up to their engagements with the Planters, ^t is vefi'y plain that some 
evil^ disposed persons have been going about spreading the report that 
Grovemment order no more Indigo to be sdWn.) When talking to the 
Ryots and asking how much land they held, and how much of it was 
sown in Indigo, one man said he held 16 beegahs and 12 were sown in 
Indigo. On questioning this man later in the day in the presence of the 
Planter he said he had 25 beegahs and out of it 5 were sown in Indigo. 
By the Planter's books it appeared he held 32 beegahs not*25. 

6. The morning grievances of .the Ryots were much altered when 
speaking before the Planter, who had his papers ready to show the quan- 
tity of land held by eacl^ Ryot. Another Ryot, an old man, who had 
begged me to shoot him \si the morning as he could not live any longer 
on account of the oppres^iion of the Plants, on being cross-questioned 
by the Planter and myself, allowed that he had formerly sown obee 
gahs annually with Indigo, and on petitioning Mr. Ferrier his Indigo 
coltivatioa had been reduced to 2 beegahs, and that he now held the jote^ 
<>f 4aiolher man by which Jie Sras bound to grow 5 beegaha in IndigOi^ 
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but he had never gone to Mr. Ferrier to ask him to reduce the 5 bee- 
gahs to 4 or 3 ; another grievance was that Mr. Ferrier rfade the Eyots 
hedge off the Indigo lands where it bordered on pasture Jands ; thi^ had 
been done, the man said, for the last 3 years. 

7. There are four villages belonging to Baboo Bamrutton Roy ^ in 
which Indigo is grown. About 60 of the Ryots came with the Baboo's 
tnan to complain of the oppression of the Planter. Many complained 
that they held nb land, and the Ameen of the Factory was in the habit 
of trying to make them take advances and placing peadahs over them 
to oppress them. They had never gone to the Factory to complain. 
Another man's complaint was that he had been ordered by the Ameen 
to sow 10 cottahs more than his engagement. He had never complain- 
ed to the Sahib of the Ameen's conduct. * 

8. I was encamped close to these four villages in January last, and 
not a single word of complaint was made to me against the Planter or 
bis people. 

9. I hava returned to Pubnah for the quarterly kisl day, and shaU 
leave to-morrow night for the Mof ussil to try and keep the District quiet. 
If the Cominanding Officer of the Police Battalion could send me 50 
more sepoys, I think it would hi very advisable^ to let me have them, 
not that I think the Ryots will rise at present, but that hearing of the dis- 
turbances in NiMdea t^y may rise also. 



From A. R. Young, Esq., Secretary to jhe Government of Bengal to the Commis- 
sioner of Bajshnhye,— (No. 1568, dated tbe 9th April 1860 ) 

Sir, 

I AM directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter No. 
546, dated the 2nd instant, and in reply to state that the Lieutenant 
Governor approves of your instructions to ihe Commandant of the 2nd 
!iBengal Police Battalion to increase the strength of the Detachment in 
{t» Pubna District to 150 men. You are already aware that more 
men are available in your Division from Captain Paghe*B Battalion, if 

reqidred. 

' 2. With veference to the Officiating Magistrate of Pubnah*8 letter 
No. 144, of which a copy is annexed to youit now under aoknowledg- 



<fM.<aMcsua 
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ment, I am directed to observe that it will be proper for you to direct 
Mr. Muspratt, •when Eyots complain of being " compelled" to cultivate 
more^Jand witk Indigo than they are "allowed" to cultivate with Rice, 
to explain to them carefully that no one has lawful power to pompel 
them $0 cultivate Indigo or anything else, unless of their own free will 
they agree to do so ; but that if they have agreed to do so this year, 
and have received any cash advance in consideration of such agreement, 
unless they fulfil those agreements they will be liable to pay heavy 
damages or to be imprisoned* They must therefore fulfil their agree- 
ments. 

3. The Lieutenant Governor regrets the arrest made by Mr. Muspratt, 
as reported by him in para. 3 of his letterr Mr. Muspratt was holding 
no Court at the time, and the arrest for '* contempt of Court" was there- 
fore unwarranted and absurd. It is not the way in reasoning with 
people, when jrou wish to induce them to explain the real state of their 
minds, to put them in jail when they can't be convinced. Mr. Muspratt's 
conduct to a maii who had actually done nothing wrong was arbitrary 
and irritating, and the man should be immediately released from custody. 

4. The story told by Mr. Muspratt, in para. 6 of his letter, of a 
Byot petitioning to be allowed by «the Indigo Planter to cultivate a 
smaller proportion of his land with Indigo than formerly, is not so 
narrated as to give the impression that either the Ryot^the Planter, or 
the lilagistrate was aware that Ryots are, in the theQ;ry of the Law, free 
agents. •* 



From F. Gouldbbuby, Esq., Comxnissioixer of Circuit for the Division of Bajsha. 
hye, to the Seoretary to the Govenime\it of Bengal, — (No. 660, dated Rigsha- 
hye, the 6th April 1860.) ^ • 

Sib, 

I HAVE the honor to annex for the information of the Hon*ble 
the Lieutenant Governor a ccpy of Mr. Muspratt's last Weekly Report 
showing the state of matten in the Pubna District. * 

2. Every thing continues quie^ in Moorshe jabad, Rajshahye and ^s 
far. as I am informed) Malda ; but until Mr. Tayler takes charge of the 
jatter District, (which he is now on his way to do,) I cannot expect to 
receive regular repprts of the Magistrate's proceedings, aa my letter of 
jresterday will have inf onaod yoli. 
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3. A party of 36 Sowars from Captain Adlam's Regiment arrived 

here yesterday, but I have received no instructions respecting them. 

__— ..^_.^— _ • • 

\$t Weekly Report of the state of the Indigo Districts in ZUlah Pubna, for 

the Week ending Slst March 1860. * . 

Paikpara Concern^ in Pergunnah Chateean pertainmg to Meetan Factory 
is situated in the Pubna District, all the other villages pertaining to the 
Concern lie in the Nuddea District. Three of the villagers of Chateean 
petition^ that the Factory people had collected a band of men and 
were going to sow Indigo on their land by force. The police went 
to the spot and reported ^that there was no band of men collected. 
I visited this village on the 26th ; I found the Kyots were determined 
not to sow Indigo ; I explained to them the folly of pursuing such a 
coiirse, and that they would thereby render themselves amenable to 
Law, and that there would shortly be a Law to punish them severely if 
they had taken advances and refused to sow. One man I arrested for 
contempt of Court and uttering threatening language against the Govern* 
ment likely to lead to a serious breach of the peace. Since then Mr. 
Parker, the Manager of the Factory, and the Ryots have come to me. 
The Ryots have begged Mr. Parker to let bygoaes be bygones, and 
have promised to sow after the first shower of rain. 

The villagers when returning home were heard by the Meerpore peo- 
ple to say that they would sow, and would not join the disaffected Ryots 

in Nuddea. 

Meerpore Concern. All qi;det. The Ryots say they will sow after 
the first rain. - The Ryots at firs$ came and complained against the 
Planter, and said that Government had ordered Indigo not to be grown ; 
I explained to them that Government had given no such order. The 
Byots of four villages in the Zemindaree of Baboo Ramrutton Roy 
complained that they were made to grow more Indigo than they en- 
gaged for. I am having the Indigo lands of one village measured to see 
if there is any truth in their complaint. 

Mr. Tripp reported that the RyolB of Parsetley and Ghaseepoxe Facto- 
ry belonging to the Bamundee Concemi^are likely to rise. I visited two 
Tillages belonging to the f oxmer factory. The Byots made no complaints, 
and said they would sow after the first shower of rain. 

1st Grade Darogah Derasut Oolla visited . the Gaseeport villages, and 
reports that in accordance with my orders he^ explained to the Bjots thi^ 
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they were bouiKl to act up to the engagements, and that he found the 
Ryots peaceabl}!! disposed, and not likely to join the disaffected in Nuddea. 

All the other ^Concerns in the District are, I believe, perfectly quiet. 

^e£rst shower of rain will show whether the Ryots will act up to 
their engagements or not, but at the same time I have reason to think 
that all the Ryots are watching what is going on in the Nuddea and 
Jessore Districts, and that should the present lawless assemblages in the 
former District be put^down in any one Concern soon, that the whole of 
this District will remain undisturbed. The measures I have adopted 
have been to bring Planters and Ryots together ; to let the Ryots state 
their demands, and give utterance to any vjomplaints they had to make 
against the Planters and their factory servants. I have found this plan 
answer well. The Ryots in the Meerpore Concern (except Amla Factory, 
the villages of which lie in Nuddea) have gone to the Manager, Mr. 
Ferrier, and have amicably settled matters and promise to act up to 
to their agreements. 

But all that I have done and may do to keep the District quiet will, I 
fear, be labour lost if some decisive measures are not speedily taken to 
put down the gatherings of the Ryot«.in the Nuddea District. 



From ^.. R. Young, Esq:, Secretary to the Groyernment of Bengal, to the Commis- 
sioner of Eajshahye,— (No. 1680, dated thr 9th April 1860.) 

Sib, 

I AM directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter No. 
560, dated the 6th instant, and with reference to the concluding p&ra. 
thereof, to state that the party of 36 Sowars from Adlam's Hors.e, detached 
to Rampore Baulcah, are intended to be sent by you to any place where 
their presence may seem likely to be useful. 



From F. A. Lushinotok, Esq., Magistrate of EajshaSiye, to the Commissioner of 
Circuit, Eajshahye Division,— (No. 153, dated Eajshahye, the aotii March 188^) 



Sib, 



In reply to your letter^ No. 517, of the 26th instant, I have 
tke )i(mmr to inform you that ainoe the feceipt of that letter I have 
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received no intelligence of any further disturbances connected with 
the cultivation of Indigo in this District. On the contrary, I am assured 
from various quarters that the Indigo sowings have been comjJeted 
peacefully, and that there "is no anticipation of further||riots ; fifty of 
the 2nd Police Battalion are however at Nattore under the orders .of 
Mr. Metcalfe, the Assistant in charge, and 50 more start for Pootea 
tins evening under those of the Joint Magistrate. Mr. Taylor and I have 
every hope that*this demonstration will tend entirely to extinguish any 
latent inclination that may have existed to follow the example of the 
Syots in the neighbouring Districts. 

2. The Notifications forwarded from Government have been pro- 
claimed in all villages where discontent was suspected, and measures 
have been adopted for the immediate apprehension of certain ringleaders 
in the attack of Mr. Lyon*s Factory, should they make their appear- 
ance in this District. * 



No. 562. 



Copt forwarded to Government in continuation of this Office letter 
No. 518, of the 26th ultimo. 



No. 1616. # 

Copy forwarded for the information of the Government of India in 
the Home Department, in continuation of this office letter No. 1386, 
dated the Silt ultimo. • 



From F. Lushinoton, Esq., Magistrate of Bajshahje, to the CommiBsioner of 
Circuit, Bajshahye DiyiBion,— (No. 168, dated Eajsbahye, the 10th April 1860.) 

Sib, 

• 

• In continua%)n of my report submitted last week, I have the 

satisfaction of informing you that those portions of this District where 
there is Indigo cultivation have remained perfectly quiet andno symptoms 
of riotous disturbances have manifested themselves, and I understand 
from the Planters themselves' that they anticipate no difficulty in their 
sowings, which will be co^ipleted in all thib moath ; until such liowW%t«^ 
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is the case, I still think it expedient that the troops now on duty in the 
Indigo cultivating Thannahs, should still be retained there. 

S. • •With reterence to the arrival of a portion of the Patna Irregular 
Horse, as we ^ve an ample supply of troops in the Police Battalion for 
, every purpose for which their services may be required, I would res- 
pectfully suggest that you should authorize me to order them to return 
to their Head Quarters. 



From F. LusHiirOTOir, Esq., Magistrate of Sajshah je, to the Commissioner of 
Circuit, Bajshahye Diyision,— (No. 169, dated Stajshahye, the 10th April 1860. ) 

Sir, 

WiTp reference to your intimation that owing to the perfect tran- 
qidllity of this District the services of the party of Sowars that came here 
from Berhampoi^ are not likely to be put into requisition, I beg to inform 
you that I have this day given Syud Tuckeer, Resseldar in command, 
directions to proceed to Berhampore and report himself to the Adju- 
tant of his Eegiment, at present quaslered at the latter station. 



No. 594. 



Copies forwarded to the Secretary to tfie Government of Bengal with 
an intimation that Mr. Lushington has been directed to send the party of 
Sowars over to Berhampore, where^the Aajutant of their Begimentis a^ 
present quartered. • 



From H. W. Albxaitdbb, Esq., Officiating Joint Magistrate of Moorshedabad, 
to the Commissioner of theBajshahye Diyision, — (No. 808, dated Berham- 
pore, the 10th April 18Q0.) 

Sib, 

I HAVE the honor to inform you that I returned from the Dis- 
trict on the 8th instant ; I went to LaligoUah on the night of the 1st 
initanty in accordance with the^erbal order of ^. Beaufort ; I remained 
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there two ' days, and then went on to Bhogwangola, where I staid three 
days, and from there proceeded to Ackrigunge from whidi place I re* 
turned to the Sadder Station at the request of Mr. Bobins^n. Duribg the 
whole lime I was out, everything was perfectly quiet ; i* fact no com- 
plaint was made either by Planters or Kyots as to the sowing of Indigo* 
and from what inquiries I made at the time, there is evidently not the 
slightest apprehension of any such disturbance taking place as occurred 
last month within the Sub-Division of Aurungabad. 



No. 599. 
Communicated to the Secretary to the Government of Bengal 



No. 1785. 



Copy forwarded for the information of the Goveftmient of India, 
in the Home Department. 



From F. Gouldbbubt, Esq., Commissioner of Cirouit, Rajshahye Diyision, to the 
Secretary to 'the Grovemment of Bengal, — (No. 000|, dated on the Eiver, the 
16th April 1800.) • « ^ 

Sin, 

In" continuation of my letter No. 546, dated the 2nd instant| 
I h&ve the honor to report for the information of the Lieutenant- 
Governor, that finding on my arrival at Aurungabad on Saturday last, 
that Mr. FurreU and Captain Pughe were at Dhoolian (about 10 miles 
higher up the river) I proceeded to the latter place, where I met those 
Officers, and found that all was perfectly quiet in the neighbourhood. 

Mr. Furrell informed me that some of M/. J^yon*s Ryots at Bunyagaon 
%ad commenced sowing thoir I^^go lands, but that none of those in the 
An^lmgabad Concern had shown any disposition to do so; indeed, so far 
from such being the case, a large body of them had come into Vst. 
Furrell's Camp, a few days previously, and deposited their plougfa^of 
which I observed a heap in front of the tents I Notwith8tii(iMHng'^flH% 
however, no cases had b^en instituted under the new Aet| for' 
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contract, which Mr. Furrell Attributed to the fact of no cash advances 
having been made in that ^oncem, in which the Planter is also the 
Zemi&dar. The Ryots seem fully to understand the provisions of the 
Bill, and say 4hat all who have taken advances will sow, and *the rest 
will do as they like. 

' 3. I did not see Mr. Wood, who had gone into Bajmahal, but from 
what Mr. Furrell told me, he appears to be getting on well with the inves- 
tigation of the Bunyagaon case, in which about 35 of the principal rioters 
have been apprehended. Mr. Wood's inquiries into this case and the 
one at the Ankoora Factory, will no doubt elicit the true causes of the 
disaffection among the Byots in this quarter, who have been long known 
as a tiirbulent set of people. . It seems to be imiversally admitted that 
the oppressive conduct of the Gomashta of the Ankoora Factory, 
Meer Tufuzzool Hoosein, was the immediate exciting cause of the late 
disturbances,* which would not have reached the height they did had 
prompt and effectual measures been taken for their suppression by the 
Magisterial Authorities at Moorshedabad. 

4. The existing tranquillity is no doubt attributable chiefly to the 
presence of the Military Police, as well as to the absence of any cause 
of excitement, but until the principals in themttack on the Bunyagaon 
Factory are pimished, and the alleged grievances of the Ryots are 
inquired into, and redressed as far as circumstances will admit, I do not 
expert that the quietude will be permanent : on {his accoui^ I would 
not advise the withdrawal of the Military *Pohce for some time to come, 
though I think the strength of the Force^ might without risk, be reduced. 



From A. W. Bainbxidgb, Esq., Officiating Magistrate of Pabna, to^A. B. Youxro, 
Esq., Secretary to the QoTemment of BeDgal,— (dated the 11th April I860.) 



Sir, 



c 



I HAVE the honor to report^ thaj^ Mr. Deputy Magistrate 
Lingham's report of the case Ut Neschindepore has just come in. Th^B&ot 
appears to have been most serious, and he appears to have carried for- 
bearance much too far. Two of the Police Battalion were severely wounded, 
not recovered, and two other persons wounded. Mr. gingham also has been 
maltreated. The dak is just leaving. I will send'his report as soon as it ia 
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oopied. The whole of the Detachment here, 47 rank an^ file, will start 
to-night in fishing boats, and ought to arrl^ in a day-anc^a-half. 

I shall precede them as before reported, and shall pfobablj wnte to 
Furreedpore for a Wing of the Kamroop Regiment. ^ * 



From G. L. Habms, Esq., Assistant Magistrate in charge, to A. R. Young, Esq., 
SeoretarjK to the Goyemment of Bengal, Fort William,— (No 190, dated Fubna» 
the ]2tht^prii 1860.) 

Sib, 

I HAVE the honor to enclose, as instructecJ by Mr. A. J. R. 
Bainbridge, a copy of the letter received yesterday from Mr. E. T. 
lingham, Deputy Magistrate of ComercoUy. « 

I have also to observe that Mr. A. J. R. Bainbridge, upon its receipt, 
despatched an express to Furreedpore for 200 men 'of the Kamroop 
Regiment to be sent at once to the scene of the affray. 



From E. F. LiiroRiJC, Esq., Deputy Magistrate of Commercolly, to H. Mvs- 
PBATT, Esq., Officiating Magistrate of Pubna,^ (dated NescbindeporeT lOtk 
April. I sec.) • • 

.Sir, 

• 

• I BEG to lay the following report of a serious affray which 
has this day Occurred before you. 

In obedience to your instruction contained in letter dated 7th 
April, I proceeded at midnight of the 7th instant, with 24 of the 
Military Police which you directed should accompany me. 

Owing to adverse winds, we did not re%q}i Neschindepore until the 
evening of the 9th. , 

Atf the morning of the 10th, I crossed the men (30 in number,) and tak- 
ing tibeir baggage with us "^tlf the intention of proceeding after the inves- 
tigation of the Jungul cases to Beluabaiia, at which place also the Ryots 
seemed to be collectiji^, I directed them tc^march to Jungul about 4 miles 
distant. In order to avcfid any appearance of force, I left the Police 
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on their maicji, and took with me my Nazir and four Burkundauzes to 
take evidence jn the cases, i^n arriving within a mile of the village, 
Mr. Durand rode up to me to say the Nazir had entreated him to inti- 
mate ^at he and his Burkundauzes had been set upon ; at the same time 
directing my attention to a small army of lateeals which was assembled 
about half a mile without the village on a rising ground. I immediately 
rode to the assembled men with the intention of confernng with them, 
but as they made off, I requested Mr. Durand to assist me in covering 
my Burkimdauzes (we were both on horseback) and if possibl^^ appre- 
hend with me a few of the rioters for evidence sake. I found the huts 
full of armed men, and they were endeavquring to carry off my Police 
Burkundauzes. ^ 

2. Thinking that a little show of force would intimidate the rioters, 
I rode off to bring up the Military PoKce, who were with their baggage^ 
more than two miles in the rear. I divided them and sent a party of 
10 with a Naick to the right, another to the left, to keep outside the vil- 
lage and prevent the escape of any armed men, giving them strict 
injunction not to use imnecessary force. I took with me 8 men, and went 
up to my Burkimdauzes and without violence to seize a few ringleaders 
of the riot. ' 

3. I then found a large body of above 1,200 men aijned with spears, 
swords, bamboos, and shields drawn up in a threatening attitude. They 
began to attack my men, and T, observing they were really determined to 
set upon them, with the utmost anxiety not to shed blood, directed the 
men to fall back. But they were excited as the weapons of war and all 
were flying about us from all directions, I heard tf shot fired. Mr. 
Durand was far from the village as I had requested him not to accorfpany 
me. I sent for him and entreated him to prevent any firings whilst I got 
the men together, for although they were attacking the Military Police 
I was most anxious not^to use force. The men lAsing all obedience, 
began to return the spears and clods with fire. In this state it was impos- 
sible to control them ; heikce I ordered an instant retreat, using, as I can- 
not too frequently impress upon you, all my yower to prevent bloodshed. 
Seeing us falling back, the enemy (for I can call them by no ^4lier 
name) made a furious onset, flanking ul5, tfnd throwing their spears, 
bamboos, clods, bones and everjrthing fit the men within their reach : 
we were injured, they had ^mpletely flanked ly and were drunk with 
excitement. Still I begged of the men not to return their attack. 
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I endeavoured to present a front and then fall back, but the men 
were : broken, they kept up an irregular fire, and would not form. 
I endeavoured to parley witii the opposite side, but; they returned 
my entreaty with a shower of weapons. It was beyond human power 
to stop the firing, which was however ineffectual, and I was in frent 
the whole time turning their muskets in the air or taking the caps off 
the nipples just as they presented or standing before their muskets as 
they were about to fire, at the same time holding up my hand to the 
enemy ai^ sign of peace. We were assailed with a perfect shower of 
spears, Dones, &c. The men were upon me, the Sepoys fairly retreated. 
I defended myself with a sUght riding cane, and then dismounted to 
show the men I was determined to remain with them. On they came in 
hundreds, pelting and striking on all sides. I was knocked down two Se- 
poys also fell, and then the men fairly bolted — 
"'**^'*^ " ' ' alas I they fairly bolted : My efforts to rally 

them and bring off the wounded men were imavailing ; I tried to go up 
to one myself ; but was surrounded and ill-treated, I then thought to 
follow up my retreating men, but was overpowered and fell to the 
ground. One man more excited than the rest lifted his tulwar to make 
a blow at my head whilst I was down, but providentially (as I am toldj a 
Sepoy came up with his drawn sword and helped me. 

4. After this, I have no recollection of what happened. I am informed 
that the Sepoys seeing me fall, rallied and fired ; but be all this as il may 
I am happy to state that I dil not notice one man on the opposite side 
f alL But I am grieved to add that the two poor Sepoys were speared and 
rifled, and that- two other men induding a village Chowkeedar are se- 
verely woimded- 

5. Let flie entreat of you, Sir, to bear in mind my unremitting 
efforts throughout this afiray to prevent the shedding of blood. I find 
however that Eai^utton and others had assembled men at Jungul as 
soon as he heard you had written for me to go to the spot. 

6. It is my belief that the powerful Zethindars are taking advantage 
of the existing Indigo disturbances, to vent their spleen on those with 
vAeiSisL they have previously disputed either Itt Law or otherwise. 

7. Seven prisoners are with me. 

8. I would feel obliged by your coming down to this quarter to 
investigate this afiaj^ I am just off to Nama, of the Nowbatta Concern, 
where I intend to remcdn with the men. I have directed some Civil 
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Police to come from Khoksa and Pangsa Thamias, and would metdy 
mention to you, Sir, that dependence is not to be placed on these Mih" 
tary Ifregtdars.I We must either be content to permit the assemblage 
of large bodies of Zemindars' lateeals on the face of the country, or be 
supplied with European troops to defend our persons and authority. 



From A. W. Bainbbidoe, Esq., Officiating Magistrate of Pabna, to A. B. 
YouNO, £8Q., Secretary to the Government of Bengal, — (dat^pthe 18th 
• AprU 1860.) 

Sib, 

I HAVE the honor to inform you that I arrived here with 417 
Sepoys ; in fa%t sailing boats, on the evening of the 12th. 

I found the villages in which the riot occurred, deserted, and the 
Police in possession. 

There is no present probability of further disturbance. 

The Ryots in the neighbouring Concerns of Messrs. Savi and Kenny 
are quiet. < 

One of the woimded Sepoys and the body of a villager, said to have 
died from a musket shot received in the riot, were recovered, yesterday. 

Thfe Sepoy is not dangerously hurt, and the wounded Peada will re- 
cover. 

No trace of the other Sepoy is forthcoi?iing ; there is little doubt he is^ 
dead and his corpse"^ made away witl^ 

I have offered 200 Rupees reward for certain information of his fcfte. 

The case is in a fair way to be proved clearly against tfte principals, 
some Ghowdari of Baleakimdee and a Gomashta of Ramrutton Roy, 
of Narall, but they are not yet in custody ; no step^vere taken or evi- 
dence recorded before my arrival 

The riot at present appear!; ta have been premeditated, and entirely 
unprovoked. I {im inclined to attribute it partly to old hostility on tlie 
part of the principals, and p&rdy to the present dissatisfaction regafSiiig 
Indigo. * \ 

Mr. lingham thinks Ramrutton's Amlah have special ill-feeling to- 
wards himself, for past official conduct. There is every reason to be- 
lieve that Mr. Lingham's life was saved by the Sikh Havildar. 
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* r tMnk the results of his expedition rather owing to hSs mistaken ro» 
hictance to allow the Sepoys to use their weapons, than ta cowardice oa 
their part» 

Before leaving Pubna, I sent a pressing requisition to Captain*Drew 
for 200 men of the Kamroop Segiment to be marched forthwith to 
Baleakimdee about 6 miles from this ; I expect them to-morrow, and pro- 
pose keeping 100 of them here until after the sowings. The only other 
places, where afiairs look threatening are Belnaberry, where Mr Imbert 
reports I^Bbhe Ryots are breaking his Indigo and maltreating his ser^ 
vants, anoGhazipore in the Meerpore Concern. 

I have sent Mr. Linorham with 50 men and the Sub-Lieutenant to 
Belnaberry ; this large force was necessary as the poor fellow has lost all 
confidence and would not go without, which it was essential he should do, 
as raip fell this evening. 

I have written to Mr. Harris to go to Ghazipore with 15 men, who are 
in Pubna, and remain there until after the sowings ; both will send for 
the Ryots and explain the object of Government and the provisions of 
the Act, which I have had clearly drawn up. 

If things are settled at Belnaberry^ Mr. Lingham will return and re- 
main in charge of the Kamroops here imtil after the ^sowings. 

I propose rem^ing until the chief rioters are in custody. 

I have sent for Rapiruttun's head servant in these parts, and when he 
comes shall take measures ^hijjh will speedily secure the attendance of 
his Gomashta ; the others I must arrest, as I can carry force if necessary 
-when I have ascertained where Aey are. 

The other 100 of the Kamroops wHo will not be wanted will return to 
Furreedpore. , 



Prom Major T. RAtTOA.T, Inspecter of Military Police Battalions in Bengal, to 
A. R. Young, Esq., Secretary to the Government of Bengal, Fort William,— 
(No. 244, dated Barrackpore, the 17th April idfeO^) 

I HAVE the honor to forward for the information of the Lieu- 
tenant Governor, copy of letter No. 115, dated 15th instant, from Lieu- 
tenant Eeeves, commanding 2nd Battalion "Bengal Police, together with 
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copy of txansktaon 'of report from Havildar Seeboo Elhan, commanding 
a Detachment tn the Pubnah District, from which it appears diat the 
Detachment had been compelled to retire before a mob of half-armed 
lollag^rs. 

*2. From the 2nd para, of Lieutenant Reeves' letter, it appears tha* 
the Detachment did not number more than 20 men, but even this number, 
small as it was, ought never to have retired. I can scai^pely believe that 
any Magistrate would have ordered the men to run away rather than 
stand on the defence, however such is deliberately stated by t^Havildar, 
but I must refrain from making any further remarks on me subject 
until I hear something more definite. As I conclude the Magistrate has 
reported the matter to the Government, I have the honor to request that 
I be furnished with a copy of it. 



From Lieatena&t Ov J. Bivtm, Commanding Snd Bengal Poliee Battalion, to 
Major T. Eattbat, Inspector Military Police BattaUons, Lower Provinces,*— 
(No. 116, dftted llampore Beauleah^jbhe i5th April 1860.) 

«. 

Sib, 

c 

I HATE the honor to forward herewith translation of a letter 
from Havildar Seebo Khan, commanding Detachment in the Pubna 
District, to Sub-Lieutenant Issuree Sing, and sent on to me in original^ 
detailing an affair in which the Haisildar and his party were apparently 
worsted by a body of rioters on the 10th instant. * 

2. This is but an exparte statement, but should the Magistrate have 
really given the order not to stand on the defence, but run away, such 
alono is quite sufficient to have caused the disgtaceful termination ; 
again the latter proceeds in charge of a small party of about 20 men, 
and instead of keeping theiA together, at the commencement breaks up 
his already disproportionate force into small parties ; they are immediately 
surrounded and have to rejoin each other in the midst of a tumuit^pus 
mob ; thus confu3ion must have reigned from- the very beginning. 

3. It is difficult to imderstandhow after capturing seven of the rioters, 
and being able to keep possession of them, the party should still hava 
been obliged to retire. 
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Tnuulation of an Eztraot of a letter from HftTildar Sheebho Ehan, Commanding 
Detachment 2nd Bengal Police Battalion in the Pabna District, to Sub- 
Lientenant Issnree Sing. * •• 



Extract.— At 3 p* M. the next day we marched again and arrived'hi 
the evening at Neesanpore Factory where we remained all night. In the 
morning agreeably to the orders of the Magistrate accompanying us, we 
got ready and marched to a village called *' Peeraree.'* When we arriv- 
ed thereglhe Magistrate divided us into 3 parties, sending one to the East 
of the vlmige, another to the West, and marching in the village hifti* 
self with the remainder. We were almost immediately surroimded by 
about two thousand men armed with spears, bows and arrows and 
iatees they came on and wounded the Magistrate's horse, with a 
spear that Officer fell off, and the party having rejoined, by order of the 
Ilavildar, commenced firing ; on this the Magistrate said* if you firo 
I will have you punished ; what could we then do ? 

In this way the rioters came down upon us ; the Sahib then said 
don't fire, but run away; wo did so, and during this time Sepoys Sen- 
tuhul of the 8th Company, and Pe^r Mahommed of the 7th Company, 
were wounded and fell, and were seized by the * villagers ; it is not 
known if they are killed or not. When we got outside the village, 
the Magistrate ordered us to surround the place again. 

It is stated that the riolcrs.were men from fifty-two villages ; one man 
was conspicuous amongst them, from which direction there was somo 
firing, he and others surroundedr the Saheb, and the Havildar seeing this 
ordered the men t6 fire; on this the Rioters ran away and we captured 
seven of them^ we then with the Sahib retuqiied to the Factory. 

Tlie Sahib gave us no warning of being thus employed, and we wero 
taken quite unawares. 

The above occurrence took place on Tuesday the lOth. 

Reported for the information of the Commanding Officer by Seebhoo 
Khan, Havildar 2nd Bengal Police Battalion. « 




This translation is given as it is in the urzee in, which the Havildar 
writes of himself in the third person. , 
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From F. GorLDSBUBiii Esq., Comnissioner of Circuit, Rajshahye Division, to thtf 
Secretary to the Government of Bengal, Fort "William,— (No. 611, dated 
Bojsliahye th| 18th April 1860.) 

• • 

Sir,* . . 

On my return here yesterday, I found Mr. Bainbridge's letter, 
enclosing a copy of Mr. lingham's report of the late disturbance at 
Jungul in the Pubna District, a copy of which has be(?n forwarded to 
Government by my Uncovenanted Assistant!^ 

^. I immediately sent instructions to Lieutenant Reeves (Ammand- 
ing the 2nd Police Battalion, to send off the 100 men he had in readi- 
ness, and they left by water for Pubna tliis*moming. 

3. Under th6 discretion vested in me by the 2nd paragraph of your 
letter No. 1251^ of the 27th ultimo, I have sent off an express to 
Captain Pugte, requesting him to send over 200 men from Jungilpore 
to take the duties at this Station, so as to admit of Lieutenant Eeeves 
proceeding to Pubna with the remainder of his Corps, which will give 
from 400 to 500 men for that District. 

4. I beg to annex for the Lieutenant Governor's information, copy 
of a further report from Mr. Lingltam, which I must say shows the 
affair at Jungul to have been most sadly mismanaged. The foUy of 
separating a small Detachment of 30 men into Uiree bodies, in the face 
of a^mob of 1,200 rioters, is only equalled by that of restraining the 
men from acting on the offensive after they had been attacked. Had 
Mr. Lingham formed his men into a compact body, and called upon the 
rioters to disperse*, on pain of being fired upon, the latter would in all • 
probability have been intimidated ; It was only when they saw the 
Sepoys scattered and disorganized, that they took course to attack 
them. The men were no doubt to blame for firing without orders, but 
imder the circumstances, I think that there was great excuse for them. 

5. Mr. Bainbridge appears to have acted with due promptitude and 
energy in proceeding to the ^pot himself with all the available men of 
the Police Battalion. TBere must however be some mistake in th& 
number stated in his letter, ^ there were oifly 150 of the 3rd Police 
Battalion in the Pubna District at the time. ^ 

6. I would beg to suggest the expediency of Lieutenant Peeves 
being vested with the powers of a Magistrate in the Pubna District, 
as has been done in the case o^ Captain Pughe, in Moorshedabad. 
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IVom E. F. LiNOHAM, Esq., Deputy Magistrate of Coomejcolly, to Hie Commi»« 
tioner of Eajshahye» — (dated off Nischindpore, April lOtll, 1860.) 

Sib,* 

• 

It is my painful duty to report the following serious affray, 

attended with murder and wounding, which 
'^^ * • occurred this day at the village of Jimgul. 

2. Jungul is a low villa^j^which has for some time been in a disturbed 
state, th^e have been zemindaree disputes and Indigo disputes with tjie 
Kischindepore Concern, and the latter was forced to petition the Pubna 
Court for some sort of protection and investigation. 

3. At the direction of the Magistrate, my superiof, I started on the 

7th instant, with a small guard of Military 
Entrance to Jnngnl. t> ,. i i • « i 

Police, and on the mormng of the 10th (this day) 

I went with my Nazir and 4 Peons for the purpose of investigating the 

alleged outrages at Jungul, leaving the guard more than*two miles in my 

rear in order to avoid any exhibition of force which might induce the 

people to misinterpret the object of Government in supplying such 

guards. ^ 

4. Near the entrance of the village, I foimd a large body of 
armed men^ drawn up, and endeavouring to seize my Nazir and Burkun- 
dauzes. I rode up t5 cover my peons and endeavour to apprehend^ few 
of the rioters for evidence sate. I did seize in all six men, and leaving 
tkem with the Nazir outside the village at the same time requesting 

*Mr. Durand to remain with them, I ^myself rode quite into the village 
to c«plain the object of my visit, holding up my hand as a sign of 
peace. They received my advances with a 'Shower of clods and bamboos. 
On this I returned and took with me Mr. Durand and the Nazir to aid 
jn preventing the Eioters joining another body which was collected on a 
rising ground. They began attacking the Peadas and us ; I thought if 
we endeavourd to run they would immediately pour out and overwhelm 
4s, for they seemed determined to listen to no coimsel. 

5 • I then rode down to bring up the gu&rd to intimidate the opposite 
side, bring off my people,^ an^ if possible to seize without much violence 
some of the leading Eioters. 

6. I have given a full accoimt of the events to the Magistrate of 
Pubna ; suflSce it to s^y, Sir, that the *Sepoys proved xmmanageable* 
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The lateeals, who numbered far above 1,200, sent their weapons at us 
from all directions, one of the peadas had been severely wounded ; I had 
requtfted Mr. ,Durand to leave me ; I walked my horse up towards 
the men, but received the same salutation as before, the Sepoys then 
began retuijiiing their attack with fire. I sent for Mr. Durand and 
begged him " for God's sake" to help in preventing the men firing ; 
the men were not regularly disciplined, seeing this and that the enemy 
were resolved to attack us I ordered a retreat, being extremely anxious 
to prevent the shedding of blood. ObseWing we were falling back 
th4?y came on with a yell, literally showering their weapons at us, spears 
bamboos, bones, clods, harpoons and everything within reach, I once 
more tried to pacify them, but was surrounded and obliged to rejoin my 
retreating men. • I dismounted, and was in front of my men the whole 
time doing all in my power (even taking the caps off the nipples 
as they presQjited) to prevent firing. The men were broken ; one fell 
and was instantly despatched ; another and I endeavoured to rally the 
men and bring off the wounded with a rush, but they would not show a 
front. I myself then fell, overwhelmed with heavy blows, and just as 
one more excited than the rest was making a cut at my neck with 
his tulwar (whilst I was down) one (Ar two Soldiers rescued me ; still did 
J entreat them not to fire. 

7. We managed to retreat and save the baggage, but I am grieved 
to sav that two Sepoys fell into the hands of the eneuiy and a*peada and 
village Chowkecdar were wounded. Happy ^m I to add that not a 
Bingle man on the other side was sean to fall. I brought off 7 prisoners 
but lost my horse and other things. The nnen it appears were engaged 
to oppose me, they were the budJnashes of 7 villages, and had been 
ready for several days. 

8. Permit me to add that dependence is not to be placed upon these 
Military Irregulars the men with me were lost to control ; they fairly ran 
away when one had fallen. We must either allow the assemblage of 
armed men over the face of the country, or be supplied with Europeans, 
(who will reserve their fii;^ *imtil the word of command is given, and 
fall back in order,^ that our persons and authority may be protected* • 
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From A. S. Touko, Esq., Seeretary to the GK>Temment of Beng|l, to F. GouLDa- 
BVBT, Esq., CommiBsioner of Pubna,— (No. 1847, dated the Ulst April 1860.) 

I AM directed to acknowledge the receipt of youi/letter, dated 
the 18tli instant, reporting the occurrence of a serious disturbance at 
Jungul, in Thaonah Pungsa, on the 10th idem, when a Detachment of 
the 2nd Police Battalion in charge of Mr. Depy. Magistrate Lingham 
was opposed, and ultimately repulsed with the loss of two of their 
number by a body of riotous villagers and armed lateeals. A copy* of 
Mr. Langham's report of the occurrence has also been received from the 
Assistant in charge of the Pubna Magistrate's Office. 

2. The Lieutenant-Governor very much regrets the occurrence of 
this disturbance ; the more so that the unfortunate result of it was, by 
lu0*own showing, wholly attributable to the deplorably bad management 
of the Deputy Magistrate, Mr. Lingham. • 

8. It is gratifying to learn by the latest accoimts that one of the 
Police Sepoys left upon the ground, and believed to have been killed, ia 
alive and doing well. But there is ^o room to hope that the life of the 
other, as well as the credit of the party, has not been sacrificed by Mr« 
Lingham's senieless conduct. 

4. If " a small army of lateeals amoxmting to 1,200 men armei with 
spears, swords, bambooS, and shields," who shor#ed that they were 
*t determined to attack Mr. lingham's party," and who actually began 

' to attack them whilst the weapons of war were flying about in all direc- 
tiop^ did not constitute a case for military action by a small party of 24 
Military Pqji«c, it is inconceivable with what object Mr. Lingham could 
have taken the party with him. In not dcspersing the armed rioters 
by the fire of the Detachment after all milder measures had been found 
ineffectual, and after the rioters had actually attacked the Police, the 
Deputy Magistrate failed in his duty to Government ; and in ordering hia 
barty to retreat before the assailants, he ran the greatest risk of sacri- 
ficii^ the lives of all his' men, and of giving rise to an extensive dis- 
turbance. It is providential that the result was not more distressing 
than it has been. 

5. Whilst the Lieutenant-tjovemor imputes nothing to Mr. Linghna 
in respect of his conduct on this occasi&n, beyond such extreme ia-*. 




< 564 ) 

competence as.an Officer of Police as must for ever prevent his being 
again employee^ in such a capacity, he feels it necessary to express his 
strong displeasiire at the remarks on the behaviour of the Military 
Police^ thus im worthily handled as they have been, which, notwithstand- 
ing his exposure of his own mismanagement, Mr. Lingham has not 
hesitated to make. 

6. It appears that notwithstanding the feelings which 4he men cannot 
but have experienced imder such guidance, Mr. Lingham*s life was gal- 
lanjtly saved by the Havildar of the party, after the retreat he had order- 
ed had commenced ; and the seven prisoners taken were retained by the 
men, and marched off with them. The small Detachment of twenty- 
four men had been divided into three parties, which were apparendy at 
one time widely separated ; and the men were prevented by Mr. Ling- 
ham from defjpnding themselves in any rational manner. The imputa- 
tions cast upon them by Mr. Lingham in the last paragraph of his re^rt 
are entirely worliiless ; and this opinion will be conveyed to Major Rat- 
tray in transmitting a copy of your letter imder reply, and of Mr. Ling- 
ham's report, to that Officer. 

7. Mr. Lingham is now deprived* permanently of all Police powers, 
and he will in future only be employed in the trial of petty criminal and 
revenue cases. He may be directed to proceed at once •to the Sudder 
Statioa of Jehanabad, to which he was appointed onpthe 27th ultimo. 



^ No. 1849. 



• 



Copt forwarded to the Commissioner of Patna for information and 
guidance. 



No. 1848. 



Copt of this letter and of the one to which it is a reply, forwarded 
for the information of the Lisp^tor of Police Battalions, with reference 
to his letter No. 244, dated the 17th instant. 
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From F. Gouldsburt, Esq. Commiaflioner of Circuit. Rajshaliye JMviaion, to the 
Secretary to the GoYemment of Bengal, Fort William,— (Xo. 613, dated Eaj- 
shahye, the 19th April 1860.) * 

Sib/ / • . 

In continuation of my letter No. 611, of yesterday's date, I 
have the Bonor ,to forward for the Lieutenant Governor's information, 
copies of two reports received this morning from Mr. Bainbridge, the 
intelligence conveyed in which is satisfactory. 

2. The rioters appear to have sufferd rather severely from the fire 
of the Military Police, one having been killed and 8 wounded. This is 
probably what saved the party from total destruction, wBich might have 
been the consequence of retreating before an armed infuriated mob and 
at the same time preventing the Military from using theiibarms in self- 
defence. 

3. It is satisfactory to find that the Gomashta of Baboo Ramrutton 
Roy, who appears to have been one of the principals, is in custody, to- 
other with a number of minor rioters. I have informed Mr. Bainbridge 
that I shall be prepared to sanction any rewards that he may consider ad- 
visable to ofier for any of the parties engaged in this outrage. 

4. As the disaffection seems to be spreading among the Ryots in the 
Southern parts of th3 Pubna District, I would beg leave to suggest the 
expediency of two extra Deputy Magistrates with full powers (Euro- 
peans if possible^ being attache(^ to that District, as a temporary arrange- 
ment for carrying out the provisions df the new Act. * Mr. Harris will be 
put in charge of the Cqmmercolly Sub-Division; one of the extra 
Deputies might be stationed in the South-east part of the District, while 
the other might be sent to Dhummipore, or any other place the Magis- 
trate may fiix upon. 

5. I would not propose to make any alteration in the arrangements 
for sending down Lieutenant Reeves with *the rest of his men, on ac- 
count of the present tranquillity, as I think the Magistrate should have 
a Qpntiderable force at his command until the present excitement is over. 
I have every confidence in-Mr* Bainbridge, who has shown great energy 
and activity since he took charge of the District. 
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Prom L. A. Bainbbidoe, Esq., Officiating Magistrate, to the Commissioner of i 

llajshahye,— (dated 14th April 1860.) 

Sir/* 

. ** Ii^HAVE the honor to inform you that I reached this on the 
evening of the 12th, with 47 Sepoys, in fast fishing boats. 

I found the villages in which the riot occurred, deserted, and the 
Police in possession. • 

There is no present probability of further disturbance. The Ryots 
iorthe neighbourhood are quiet. 

One of the Sepoys and the body of a villager said to have been shot 
in the riot were recovered on the 12th. The^Sepoy is not dangerously hurt, 
and the woundetl Peada will also recover. 

No trace can be obtained of the other Sepoy ; there is little doubt he 
was kiHed and his corpse made away with. 

I have offered 200 Rupees for certain information ; 6 villagers wounded 
with musket shots have been brought in to-day. 

The principals, the Ballcakandy Chowdries and a Gomashta of 
Ramrutton Roy of Narail are not yet in custody, no steps having been 
taken or evidence recorded before nlty arrival. 

The riot appears at present to have been premeditated and entirely 
unprovoked ; I am inclined to attribute it partly to the present disaffec- 
tion •with regard to Indigo, but more to old hostility on the* part of the 
principals and the lawless character of the •vdllagers who appear to be 
the trained lateeals of this and the neighbouring District. 

Mr. Lingham thinks Ramrutton's servants have special animositj^ * 
against him for past official conduct. 

There is every reason t<^ believe that the *Seikh HavUdar saved Mr. 
Lingham^s life ; I shall report him particularly. 

I am inclined to think this unfortunate occurrence was rather the result 
of Mr. Lingham's reluctance to allow the Sepoys to use their weapons, 
than cowardice on their par^ ; he shpwed great personal courage himself. 

Before leaving Pubna*I wrote for 200 men from Furreedpore to fee 
marched up trid Balliakandy^ about 6 miles fAm here. 

I expect them to arrive to-day or to-morrow, and shall keep 100 of thbm 
near this spot imtil after the sowings, *as I think the demonstration 
necessary. 

Matters are threatening at B%lnabary, Mr. Imbert's Concern, who writes 
that the Ryots are destro}ring his Indigo and beating his servants, also at 
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Gbazipore in the Meerpore Concern. I am anxious about the effect of 
this case in both places, and therefore sent Mr. Lingham* with 5Q, men 
and the Sub-Lieutenant to the former ; he will send for Che Syots and 
have the Notification of the Lieutenant Governor and the provisions of 
the Law read and clearly explained, specially pointing out tne folly and 
guilt and consequences of taking the Law mto their own hands pending 
His Honor's inquiries into the system. 

If matters are soon settled there he will return here and remain in 
charge of the Kamroops. 

I have written to Mr. Harris to go to Ghazipore and do the like ; he will 
take with him 15 Sepoys, and there are 15 there already with the 
Darogah. • 

I was obliged to send a large number with Mr. Lingham, because he 
has quite lost all confidence and refused to go without ; he^ has been se- 
verely maltreated and allowance must be made. 

I shall not leave this unless compelled until the principals are in 
custody. 

I have sent for Ramrutton Roy's head servant, and when he comes will 
take measures which I trust will seUire the presence of his Gomashta 
and Ryots. 

The case is ii^a fair way to be proved against the Chowdries also. 
I hope to arrest then^ as soon as the Police discover their whereabputs. 
I shall use force if necessary. , 

I have sent copies.of the new Act and the Government Notification to 
fll the Thannahs with directions how to explain and where to publish 
them, only where' misapprehension and confusion prevail ; the Police 
will report each publication. I have 13 Segpys with me. 

The other'lOO of the Kamroops, if sent, will return to Furreedpore, as 
I do not think they will be required. 

It strikes me the Police of this District are unusually bad and neg- 
lected. 

• 

^ The Pimsa Darogah whom I found engaged- with the case is a Ryot 
oP Ramrutton's. • , 

i ordered two others down here before I left ; neither have arrived, and 
one turns out to be imbecile. 

I have repeatedly sent for the Kushtea Darogah, also not yet arrived. 

The Punda Darogah, Koksha Naib Darogah and Fouzdaree Nazir are 
engaged in arresting the defendants. 
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There are two first rate Darogahs in Burrisaul, appointed by me ; would 
it be objection^ible to apply for their transfer. 

Mr. Lingham's Serishtadar the only Omlah np to his work at present 
with me, also turns out to be a Byot of Ramrutton Baboo's. 



From A. L. BainbbidgBi Esq., Officiating Magistrate, to the Commissioner of 

Sajshahye,— (dated 15th AprU 1860.) 

Snt, 

I HAVE the honor to report that the Gomashta of Ram- 
rutton Roy is in custody, with a number of minor Rioters. 

Two otheif woimded men have been found ; Mr. Harris has forwarded a 
letter for Mr. Stephenson of Dobracole, of the 12th, to the effect that 
his Ryots are wavering. I have written to Mr. Harris to ride out at once, 
summon them together and have the Law and intention of Government 
explained in his presence. Before my letter could arrive he had sent 
the Deputy Magistrjite to Meerpore, so that he is still in the station 
himself. 

P. S. — ^I have written to Mr. Lingham to say he must remain for a 
■ day ^r two. * 

Captain Drew and men from Furreedpore were reported close at hand 
yesterday morning. I shall ride over to him this moAng at Baleeacondee. 



« 



From F. Gouldsburt, Esq., Commissioner of Circuit, Bajshahye Division, to the 
Secretary to the Government of Bengal, — (No. 624, dated Bajshahje, the 
20th April 1860.) 



Sir, 



c 



4 

In continuation of my letter No. 613, of yesterday's (Jatet I 
have the honor to report for the Lieutenant Governor's information that 
a party of 80 of the Behar Irregular Cavaby, imder an European Officer, 
have arrived here from BerLampore, and will proceed thb evening to 
Pubna. 
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V 

2. Mr. Bainbridge reports all quite In the neighbourhood of Nischinde- 
pore, but seems apprehensive of disturbances at Meerpore, where, he 
states, the Ryots were going about in gangs. • *• 

The Detachment of the Kamroop Battalion had returned lo Fifr- 
reedpore. ^ ^ . 

No. 1912. 

Copy forwarded for the information of the Government of India iu 
the Home Department. 






From A. E. Young, Esq., Secretary to the Grovemment of Bengal, to the Com. 
missioner of EaJ8hahye,-^(No. 1936, dated the 25th April 1860.) 

Sir, 

I AM directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letters Nos. 
611 and 613, dated the 18th and 19th instant, enclosing^copies of two 
reports from Mr. Bainbridge of the late disturbance at Jungul in the 
Pubna District, and of the state in wliich he foimd the villages on his 
arrival there. 

It is stated that there is no present probability of further disturbance, 
and that the Eyots in the neighbourhood are quiet. Mr. Bainbridge also 
reports that *the Gomashta of Baboo Eamrutton *Eoy, who appears to 
have been one* of the principals in the riot, is in custody, together with 
a number of minor* Rioters. ^ 

Great credit is due t8 Mt. Bainbridge for the prompt and effective 
action taken by h^Pagainst the rioters. You wiU be so good as to con- 
vey to that gentleman the expression of the Lieutenant Governor's 
appreciation of his exertions. 

Your recommendation for posting two oxtra Deputy Magistrates in 
Pubna, as a temporary arragcment for carrying out the provisions of the 
new Act, is approved, and as soon as possible two competent Officers 
will be sent on this special duty. 

The Lieutenant Governor desires me to request that you will recall 
*the Sowars lately placed at your disposal, -and whom you very hastily 
and»injudiciously, and not quite properly, ^ent back, without previous 
sanction, you will order the men to proceed immediately to Pubna to 
act imder the orders of Mr. Bainbridge. 

Lieutenant Reeves has been vested, as recommended by you, with 
Magisterial powers, which he will exercise within the Pubna District. 



• • 
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From A. Gbote, Esq., CommisBioner of the Nuddea Division, to the Secretary to 
the Government of Bengal, Fort William, — (No. 86Ct., dated Alipore, the 10th 
t February 1860.) 

Sir, 

I BEG ^ to lay before Government the enclosed original corres- 
pondence between Mr. Larmour and this 

Janur 1860^*"^''''''' "^^^^"^ ^^^^ ^®^^' *^^ *^* ^^^ ^^® *^^^ *^ explain my 

From Commissioner, No. 20Ct., reasons for doing so. 
dated 2nd February 1860. « >r tx ti# i • r t* 

From Mr. Larmour, dated 4th 2. — Mr. H. Mackenzie, of Jmger- 

Febmary 1860. gatchah addressed me on tlie 14th Octo- 

ber last, complaining of the mischief which had been done in his Indigo 
villages by Baboo Hemchunder Kur^fj Perwanah to the Police, which is 
the subject of Mr. Lurmour's letter. In reply, I referred him in the first 
place to the Magistrate of Baraset, but as there were among the enclo- 
sures of Mr. Mackenzie's letter certain papers which led me to doubt the 
propriety of the Deputy Magistrate's proceedings, I at the same time 
called on Mr. Ward to send me a copy of the iiMtaructions which Mr. 
Eden had issued to the Baboo, and other information. 

3. — Mr. Ward di(J not comply with this call till the 5th ultimo, and his 
report did not reach the office tiU after I had rejoined it on the 19th idem. 

4. — ^Meanwhile the Magistrate of Nuddea had reported * (20th De- 
cember) the prevalence of a rumour in the South-east part of his 
District, that Government was opposed to the cultivation of Indigo, 
and submitted for Mr. Eeid*s sanction a proposal to issue an order 
which should have the effecf, of counteracting it ; Mr. Eeid replied, admit; 
ting that some such step might be necessaiy, but requesting that il 

should not be taken till after he had visi^ 

2(^l^c^W?859^''' ^^^' ^^^^^ ^^ ^^ locaUty, Vhich he expected to do 
From Commissioner No. 2Ct,, in a few days. I submit this correspon- 
dated 3rd January 1860. _ . . ' , n i.- tt xi t • x 

d^nce m onginal for his Honor the Lieute- 
nant-Governor's persual. 
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5. — On relinqiiislimg charge of this office, Mr. Reid put on record 
the following note which left the case for my disposal. • 

*' There is a letter in this bundle from the Magistrate of Nudde% j(No. 
315 of 20th December) which requires further orders, but I postponed 

* passing any until I had visited the part of the country rpfen^d to, 

* and had received a reply to the Baraset Magistrate's letter about Mr, 
** Mackenzie's complaint. The latter has not yet been received, although 
** t¥rice takeedeS. for. The opposition to the sowing of Indigo in the 
♦* Southern part of the Mulnath Concern, in the villages of Foolsurra, 
** appears to have partly originated from a quarrel between the Factojy 
** and one of the Ranaghat Zemindars, but it is also I tliink partly owing 
** to the dissemination of the Orders passed by the Deputy Magistrate of 

Eallarooah to his Darogahs. The opposition in the*Baraset District 

appears to be attributable to the latter cause 07ili/. I thmk the issue 
** by the Deputy Magistrate of the orders referred to was injudicious, and 
** that some steps should be taken to remedy the evil which has occurred ; 

but, in the issue of any counter-orders on the subject ^eat care must 

be taken that they do not go too far in the opposite direction. I think 
** some such order as that suggested by Mr. Drummond might be issued." 

6. — I immediately wrote demi-otecially, both to Mr. Reid and Mr. 
Dnunmond, tod on receipt of their replies, which I have recorded, and 
after careful coftsideration of Mr. Ward's report, I noted as follows on the 
30th idtimo : — • ^ 

It appears to me ftfter reading Mr. Reid's and Mr. Drummond's 
•demi-official notd on this subject, that it is best to let it drop. I 
*** agree with the former that the Deputy Magistrate of Baraset acted very 
*' in^diciously, and I do not think Mr. Eden should have handed over the 
** Govemmenir Order, as lie did, to an Officer but imperfectly acquainted 
** with English. 

" The Deputy Magistrate, I observe, says that his publication of the 
** order in the Thannahs was within Mr. Eden's cognizance." • 

7th, — Mr. Larmour's first letter came before me on the following day, 
iipd so did a communication from the Joint Magistrate of Jessore, from 

« IB report has got about thtt which I extract in the margin. 

tte Lieutenant Governor during his «.f t. i i affirmed thpn frnm 

visit to Nuddea District gave put . ^^^' ^^ ^^ "®^" amrmea men, irom 

that Indigo Planting was oppressive three different quarters, that a misimpres- 

and Ryots were to be told that they . . -, r i r i ^ 

were not in any manner bound to ' sion existed of the real purport of the Go- 

^In though tW^iiad^toker'^ vemment -orders dated 21st July 1859, 
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jances or entered into contracts. No. 4516, and that this has caused an 

Indigo Planters state that Ryots 

are putting the ihost liberal con- uneasy feeling in a part of the Indigo 

struction on this, and are becoming tw- • tt j xi. • x t 

perfectly unmanageable, and they I'lstncts. Under these Circumstances, 1 
I^rif A^Y '*''" M'°* "^^ l^I^"^ consider it to be my duty to inform the 

and consummate the rum of their J ^ 

factoriet. That some such notion Lieutenant-Governor of all that has passed 

ha^ got abroaa\is apparent from miiii 

various petitions &c., filed of late ; on the subject, but I Still hold tO the 

but the outbreak apprehended • • r x r xi. qaaU ix* 

has not shown itself very generaUy opinion of my note of the 30th ultimo. 

•* y®*-" I do not in fact see in whal way an order 

could be worded that would be merely a corrective of the mischief 
dqjie by the Deputy Magistrate's injudicious Perwannah. 

9. I have not yet received any report from the Magistrate on 
the outrage on Mr. Campbell referred to in* Mr. Larmour's last letter. 



From B. T.Lahmoub, Esq , Greneral Mofosail Manager for Bengal Indigo Company, 
to the Commiasjoner of Nuddea, — (dated Molnath, the 28th January I860.) 



Sir, 



I BEGRET to be again compelled to appeal to you for protection 



against the acts of an Officer of Government. 

In the month of September last, the Deputy Magistrate of Eallarooah 
issued the accompanying Perwannah on his Police ihroughoutr the Sub- 
Division; it was made known by beat ctf dfum at all the principal 
Bazars on market day: and the only real object of such a Perwannah 
was to instigate th^ Ryots not to sow Indigo or fulfil their contracts * 
with the Factories. » 

The Ryots of this Concern, however, did not immediately glisten " to 
the voice of the tempter" ; they came as usual to the Factories, made 
their accounts and received their advances from the hands of my As- 
sistants,TSlessrs. Campbell and Hyde. 

Everything went on smoothly until the Deputy Magistrate came out 
on his Mofussil tour. During his stay at Goberdangah, it was reported tQ* 
me that he had made known his hostile feeung towards the Planners, 
and that the Ryots would likely take advant^e of such feeling, they 
did not do so. The Deputy Magistrate passed on to Gyeguttah ; he was 
there for some days ; no Ryots made any complaint; but on his arrival at 
Chimbarreah, the Ryots of Haboo Symchund^er Pal Chowdry from 
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Doorgapore and Gyeguttah Factories put In petitions to say that I wished 
to force them to sow Indigo, an order is immediately passed oh these 
petitions taking lY /or granted that I do and will oppress the EyolS ; and 
the Police are ordered out to protect and mrtiuilly to encoui^e the 
Ryots in not sowing Indigo although they have received tl^ir advances, 
and up to the time of the Deputy's arrival at Chunbarreah had never 
made a compl^t of any kind. Had the Ryots of Gyeguttah any cause 
of complaint they would surely have made it when the Magistrate was 
encamped close to their villages. Had t e Deputy known ray character or 
the state of his Sub-Division (and I cannot believe him igtioran^ot • 
either) he must have known^ in his heart the petitions made by the 
Ryots were utterly false, and that no lattials are ever employed by me 
to coerce Ryots ; still every encouragement is given to the Ryots to act 
dishonestly, an. I Birkunda^cs from Goburdangali Thannah are placed in 
the villages to prevent either my servants or Assistants hSw going near 
them, and of late when they have done so they havy been pelted by 
clods and saved from further maltreatment by the speed of their horses. 

It is only two years since Syamchunder Pal Chowdry's people nearly 
murdered my Assistant, Mr. Cockshptt, and every encouragement is now 
being given to him to attack my Assistants at Gyeguttah and Doorgapore. 

I can only repeat, that it pains me to again come before you ; my 
difficulties have never been with my Ryots, but with Officers of Go- 
vernment, who have instigated the Ryots to rebel and avoid *their 
engagements, and a better proof of this could not be than when Molavi 
.Abdool Luteef shut up my ^'actory of Peepragatchee ; that since his 
removal, (now six years since) I have not had any* difference with the 
Ryots, nor has ever any Qomplamt been made against me or my servants. 

It is quite impossible for me to get res|)ectable Europeans to serve 
me or to carry on business at all in the Mofussil, unless I receive fair 
play from the hands of the Government. If the Officers of GcwMniment 
are permitted to go round the Districts, as has been the cas^^f late, 
instigating people to act dishonestly and Twn the Planter, and to mal- 
treat Europeans, there is yo course open, but to retire from the Mofussil. 
^ TIfe sowing season is now coining on, *and unless Government will 
be pleased to issue a notice to counteract the effects of the accompany- 
ing Purwannah, and tliat it is not the wish or intention of Government 
to interfere in any way with the trade of the Mofussil or tJlow its 
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Officers to gratify their feeling against the European by a repetition of 
these sinister attacks, our difficulties must increase. 



•• 



From A. Gb^b, Esq., CommisBioner of Nuddea Division, to B. T. LABUouBt 
Esq., General Mofossil Manager for the Bengal Indigo Company, — (No. 20Ct. 
dated Allipore, 2nd Febmaiy 1860.) 

Sir, 

In reply to your letter dated the 28th ultimo, in which you 
express a desire that Government should is^e a Notice to counteract the 
effects of a Perwtomah issued in September last by Deputy Magistrate 
Hemchunder Kur, I beg to remind you that my locum tenens, Mr. 
Reid was enc^^nped for three days at Bongong, without receiving any, inti- 
mation from you of the necessity of such a course. He seems to have 
considered the (Opposition offered by the people to Indigo sowings in 
the South part of the Mulnath Concern to have been due in a great 
measure to your quarrel with the Pal Chowdrees. 

2. If it is still your wish that I should hand your letter up to the 
Lieutenant Governor, you should, I think, enable me to eiq)lain at the 
same time why, when Mr. Reid had so good an opportunity of satisfying 
himsqjf whether mischief had or had not been d^ne by the Deputy 
Magistrate's Perwannah you omitted to move him on the subject. 



Prom B. T. Labmoub, Esq. Gtoefsl Mofusail Manager for the Bengal ladigo 
Company, to the CommisBiorer of I^addea,-~(dated the 4th ^ebmary I860. 

SiB, 




I HAVE the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, 
dated 2nd instant, and in repfy beg to state that I called on Mr. Beid at 
Jessore, and he informed me he had sent f or,, a copy of the Perwannah 
issued by the Deputy Magistrate, Baboo Hemchunder Kur, and*'had 
ordered the Deputy to meet with him at Bongong ; Mr. Beid acknow- 
ledges the impropriety of the Deputy's proceedings, and said he would 
do all in his power to rectify the mischief ; my Assistant Mr. Campbell 
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called on Mr. Beid at Bongong ( I was absent, being obliged to visit 
the Pathatasur Concern in Moorshedabad), and he also fepresented the 
construction that had been placed by Zemindars an(| Eyots tjn the 
Perwannah in question, which was to the effect that it was tie wish 
and desire of the Government to put a stop to Indigo Plant^g tfirough* 
out the District. 

That the issuing of the Perwannah and the Deputy Magistrate's tone 
has caused my present difficulties, there cannot possibly be a doubt. The 
Byots made their accounts, took their advances, and measured off their 
lands, marked and numbered as is customary, but during the past mokith 
the Byots of Baboo Syamchunder Pal Chowdry in particidar have 
shown a bad feeling, and I regret to inform you that my Assistant, 
Mr. Campbell, was yesterday surrounded by lattials near the village of 
Bussulpur in Thannah Goberdangah; both he and his horse were 
knocked down, and he lay on the field insensible for an# hour, and has 
been very severely beaten. He has gone to Kishnaghur to petition the 
Magistrate, and who, I am in hopes, will afford us protection and redress. 
I have done all in my power to see every justice done my Byots; I never 
have a difficulty with them imless at the instigation of Government Officers. 
I have induced young men of the highest respectability to join the Bengal 
Indigo Company as Assistants ; but how can I expect them to remain, or to 
carry opi busifless at aU, if they are thus to be maltreated when riding 
quietly over their ^cultivation. We have no means of protecting our- 
selves, and living isolated as 'we do, unless we have protection we must 
Jeave the Mofussil. 

I must earnestly beg you ynll lay my Petition before the Lieutenant 
GcJiremor. I have never resorted to force, and never wiQ, in getting Byots 
to act fairly towards me. I pay liberally and well, and the money is 
paid into the Byots' own hands by my Assistants and myself, and all I 
pray for is that the people should not be instigated (as has been the 
case) to quarrel with me, and that such notorious characters!^ Syam- 
chpnder Pal Chowdry should not receive^ any encouragement to bully 
*,my servants and maltreat my Assistants. 

When it is borne m nund that Mulnath C!oncem extends over one-third 
of Kishnaghur District, ^ and that from year's end to year's end there is 
never a complaint made against me or my servants, I think it will bear 
out all I have represented to you as to my fair dealing towards every 
one, and that I do all it is possible for d man to do in seeing justice done 
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the Ryots of the Concern. I honestly confess I cannot contend against 
the Government Officers, and I firmly believe the Lieutenant Governor 
will •not sanctiDn the acts of the Deputy Magistrate, Baboo Hem 
GhunAer Kur. • 

\ 

. From E. Dbummond, Esq., Magistrate of Nuddea, to the Commissioner of Circuit 
Nuddea Division,— (^'o. 315, dated Nuddea, the 20th Decftnbor 1859.) 

Sir, 

/ I HAVE the honor to inform you that there is a report current 

about the South-eastern part of this District to the effect that Govem- 
ment is opposed to the cultivation of Indigo, and that an order to that 
purpose will shortly be issued. 

2. Tliis report, I believe, to have been spread In particular instances, 
by designing* persons to do their inmiediate neighbours harm, but I 
have no doubt that it owes its origin to the occurrences in Barrasct, and 
that it is rapidly spreading and will do much damage in tliis District, if 
not checked at once. 

3. Both to the Planters, as the Rjrots have already without any good 
cause or other assignable reason began leaguing together against one or 
two Factories to refuse to cultivate Indigo. 

4. And to the Ryots, as they are, so to speak, cuftiijg their own 
throafs, and neglecting all cidtivation, and wasting their money and time 
in litigation, instead of remaining quietly at home and cultivating their 
lands. * 

5. I believe it therefore to be vqry desirable, for the good of both 
the Ryots and the Planters, at once to put a stop to this false impression, 
and therefore beg to annex a* English proceeding with translation into 
the Vernacular, which I have prepared, and on which I propose, with 
your sajiction, to issue orders to all Darogahs within whose jurisdiction 
it may seem necessary so to do. 

6. I would beg respectfi^ly to remind you that these groundless 
rumours spread very fast, * and therefore request the favor of your 
favouring me with a reply as soon as you conveniently con. The season 
for making the Indigo advances is rapidly posing also, and therefore 
every day gained is important. 

I only propose issuing these orders on the Darogahs of three or four 
of my South-eastern Thannahs &t present, and should therefore not have 
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troubled you in the matter, had not the subject generally been one of 
some importance, and one requiring also delicacy of treatment. 



Whebeas it has come to my notice that there is a repUft among flie 
Ryots of some villages in this District that the Government disapproves 
^f, and is about to issue an order prohibiting, the cultivation of Indigo ; 
and whereas I have strong grounds to suspect that evil disposed persons 
are spreading this report, to the injury of both Planters and Ryots ; it has 
therefore appeared proper to me to order the Darogahs in whose name 
this Perwannan is to be issucd*to proclaim within their jurisdiction notice 
to the following effect : • 

That the Government has not issued, nor is it going to issue, any 
orders prohibiting the cultivation of indigo. Tliis is a matter tliat 
solely concerns the Planters and Kyots, and in which Government in no 
way concerns itself. » 

At the same time the Darogahs will use all vigilance to detect and 
apprehend any designing persons found spreading all such foolish and 
malicious reports, which injure botX the good name of the Government 
and the welfare of its subjects, and will send thiem in to me without 
delay to be pujiished as they may descnre. 



From the Commissioner, of the Nuddca Division to the Magistrate of Nuddea,— 

(No. 2Ct., dated 3d January 1860.) 

Sir, 

I HAVE the honor to acknowledge the receipt of yoiu* 
letter No. 315, dated the 20th ultimo, and to inform you in reply that 
although I am inclined to concur with you that it may be necessary to 
issue a notice of the description of that forwarded by you, with the 
.view of counteracting the report which yc5\i^ state to be current in the 
South-eastern parts of yottr District, regarding the cultivation of Indigo, 
1 would not wish any further steps to be taken towards issuing it until I 
have myself had an oppcfrtunity of visiting the locality referred to, which 
I hope to be able to do a few days hence, when I will communicate further 
with you on the subject. ^ 
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2. At the same time, I beg to point out that the issue of that portion 
of your. prop5sed Proclamation which is included in the third clause 
thereof would pi my opinion be not only illegal but also injudicious. 
• 3. Vlt would, it appears to me, give the Officers of the Police an autho- 
rity whicM^hey do not possess under the Law, viz.j that of arresting and 
sending in parties who might be found by them to be offending in the 
manner alluded to, viz.y '' spreading foolish and malicious reports 
injurious to the good name of Government and the welfare of its subjects," 
and an undue advantage might, not impossibly, be taken to make the 
cl&use alluded to a handle £^ the oppression of innocent parties. 



from Lord H. Ulick-Browne, Uuder-Secretary to the Gbvenmieiii of Bengal, to 
the Commiuioner of Nuddea,— (No. 847, dated the 8th March 1860.) 

Sib, 

I AM directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter. No 36 
Circuit, dated the 10th ultimo, submitting some correspondence with Mr. 
Larmour, relative to the excitement at present prevailing in the Eishna- 
ghur District, which is said to have been occasioned by a Perwannah to 
the Police issued by Baboo Hemdhunder Kur, Deputy Magistrate in 
charge of the Kalarooah Sub-Division, and in reply to request that you 
will be so good as to submit fo^e lieutenant Govemorls information a 
copy of the Perwannah in quesSon, as soon as possil|}e. ^ 



From A. Gbotb, Esq., Commissioner of the Nuddea Division, to the Fnder-Seore. 
tary to the Government of Bengal, Fort William,-.(No. 66 Ct., dated* 
Allipore, the 0th March 1860.) * 

Sib, *. ' • . 

In reply to your letter No. 847, dated ISth instant, I beg to 
send you copy of the Perwannah in question, with a translation. 

2. I believe that his Honor the Lieutenant Governor's order on the 
Joyrampore petition, which«as I informed you in my letter dated 6tli 
'nstant, No. 62 Ct., I had* directed the Magistrate of Nuddea to pro- 
mulgate, will have an exceDent effect in explaining to all parties Vhac 
the views of Government reaUy are. I have jost received a satisfactory 
assurance to this purport from Mr. Herschel, whose camp I join to- 
morrow. 



( 579 ) 

3. I take this opportunity of laying before Government a Bengalee 
letter with translation, which is said to have been intercepted by Mr. 
Forlong, who handed it on to Mr. Drummond. > ** •* 

It may or may not be authentic; the moderation of its tone inclines 
me to believe it to be so. At all events agitation from some jjuarter is ^t 
-work to promote petitioning on the part of the Ryots, while on the cfther 
hand the English Press is being worked to represent these petitioners 
ds ready for agrarian outrages to which as yet they have shown no dis- 
position. 

4. I trust his Honor the Lieutenant-Gc^fcnor may now have leisirfe 
to take up the subject of my letter No. 14lC7dated 7th November last. 
In the concluding para, of that letter, I hinted at the possibility of the 
Police misinterpreting the previous orders of July, though at that time 
I had only Mr. Mackenzie's assertion that they had done so in the case 
of the Darogah of Thannah Sarsah. Had Mr. Ward reported in reply 
to my call, before I left this OflBice for the Board of Revenue, I should 
probably have recommended to Government an authoritative cancelment 
and withdrawal of his Notification, which could not then have caused the 
mischief now ascribed to it. d 



Dabogah, Thanna Eallabooah. 

With reTerence to a letter dated 1 7 tn August last, from the JJagis- 
trate of Baraset, forwartSng an Extract from a communication from the 
Secretary to the Government of Bengal, to the address of the Commis- 
sioner of the Nuddea Division, jNo. 4516, under date the 21st July 1859, 
bein^ to the effect that in cases of dispute about the cultivation of Indigo, 
Eyots shall retain possession of their respe(;five lands and grow whatever 
crops they may wish thereon, and that it is incumbent on the Police to 
see that in so doing they are not molested by Indigo Planters or other 
parties ; further that Planters shall not forcibly sow Indigo on the Ryots' 
lands on the plea of the latter having entered into agreements with them, 
Jbut that where such agreements have been e:itered into by Ryots, it is 
competent to Indigo Planters to sue them in the Civil Courts, the Cri- 
jbinal Coiirts having no jurisdiction in such cases, as the Ryots whether 
admitting or denying their Engagements may advance many valid pleas 
for not cultivating Indigo,-i— you are required for the future to proceed 
in conformity with the above. — 20th August 1859. 
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Translation of Bengalee Letter, 



•k_ 



Wr have learnt from our Mooktear, that the Government intend to 
depute some^Oommissioners into the Mofussil in order to hold local in- 
quiry, and to report whether the complaints of the Ryots against the op- 
pression on the part of Indigo Planters, as contained •in the several 
petitions presented to Government, and as published in the Newspapers, 
are, correct. The Planters aUo having been cognizant of this Deputation, 
threaten the Ryots with w^P^, meaning that the Commissioners will 
come into the Mofussil for the purpose of making the Ryots cultivate 
Indigo. The object of this misinterpretation is to deter the Ryots from 
speaking against them, so that the Commissioners will not be able to 
hear any conaplaints from the Ryots, and the consequence will be that 
the complaints already preferred will be falsified, and Government will 
place no more confidence in any future petitions. 

2. The unjust orders of the former Magistrate in cases concerning 
Indigo have already made an impression on the minds of the Ryots, that 
all the Authorities are in favor of thfe Planters, and the wrong interpre- 
tation put upon the intended Deputation by the latter, wil^inthe above 
state of mind, be received by d^ Ryots as probable. Ypu wiU there- 
fore explain to all the Ryots imK> although the orders of tbe*Lfagistrate 
might have been unjust they need not be afraid of the threats of the 
Planters, that they may come forward in thousands to represent their 
calamities to the Commissioners ; that this is the last resource they can • 
resort to, that if the)^ remain silent tne Commissioners ^^rill report that 
there is no disturbance in the Mofussil ; that- it will turn out to tneir 
favor if they all at a time present petitions of their complaints, and that 
those who will make no petitions will not be exempted from cultivating 
Indigo, nay they will be in^e hands of the Planters for eternity, and 
will have to bear the burden of those exempted from the cultiva- 
tion as a result of their ren\o5strances. You will also spread such other, 
threats as will induce the Ryots to combine and make petitions, for the 
Planters will gather their own people and make them say before the^ 
Coinmissioners that they are not subject io rfny oppression whatever, 
and thus there will be no end to the distress of the Ryots. You will 
further take measures to circulate in Patherghatta also the above 
suggestions. 
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Fh>m A. R. Young, Esq., Seeretaiy to the Government of Bengal, to t!te Bengalee 
Translator to Goyemment,— (No. 931, dated the 1 5th Mai^h 18^.) 

Sir, ^ " • 

I AM directed to forward to you herewith a copy ot a Bengalee 
Perwannah, and to request that you will, as soon as possible, furnish 
the Lieutenant Governor with an exact and accurate translation 
thereof. 

Two versions in English of this document have been submitted to 
Government, of which copies are also herewith transmitted. Tl^se, 
you will observe, diflfer materially in tre rendering of some passages. 
It is the desire of the Liei&tenant Governor to ascertain the precise 
meaning of those passages in particular. 



Prom the Government Bengalee Translator, to A. B. Youko, Esq., Secretary 
to the Government of Bengal, — (dated Serampore, 16thJtfaroh 1860.) 

Sir, 

I HAVE the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 
No. 901, dated the 15th March 1860, enclosing copy of a Bengalee 
Perwannali, of which I have the hono^to forward, according to your re- 
quest, dn<«^ccurate translation. The^Po versions of it accompanying 
your letter are also her<^with returned. 

, Translation. 

To the Darogah of ThannA Kaiarooah. • Take ^jotice. — ^A letter from 
thtf Magistrate of Bar^set, dated the 17th August 1859, having been 
received, ^w!companied by an extract from an English letter from the 
Secretary to the Government of Bengal, to the address of the Com- 
missioner of the Nuddea Division, dated ^st July, 1859, No. 4516, 
to the following purport, that in cases of disputes relating to Indigo 
Ryots shall retain possession of their own 'lands, and shall sow in them 
Vhat crops they please, , and the Police will be careful that no Indigo 
•Planter nor any one else be able to interfere in the matter, and Indigo 
Planters shall not be abk f ojrcibly to cause Indigo to be sown on the lands 
of those Ryots on the ground that the Ryots consented to the sowing, 
&c., of Indigo. If Ryots have so consented, the Indigo Planter may 
briuo- an action against them in the Civil' Court. 1 he Criminal Court 

74 Jl 



( 582 ) 

has no concern in these matters, because notwithstanding such contracts, 
or such consent 'withheld or given, Ryots may urge unanswerable excuses 
against "the sowmg of Indigo. A copy of Perwanuah is therefore 
issued. Ad you are requested in future to act accordingly. — Dated 20^ 
August 185».^ 



From A. R. Young, Esq., Secretary to the Government of Bengal, to the Hon'blb 
A. Eqen, Joint Magistrate of Bara8et,--(No. 1193, dated the 24th March 1860.) 

I AM directed to forward to you a copy of the correspondence 
Letter from Commissioner of noted tfi the margin, relative to the excite- 

Nuddea, No. 36Ct., dated the lOth ^ .,. . ^ i» ^i 

February last, with its enclosures, ment at present prevailing in parts or tlie 
Nuddea DivisiSn in connection with the cultivation of Indigo^ which is 
said to have had ijs origin partly in an indiscreet Perwannah issued to 
the Police, and made known by beat of drum in all the principal Bazars 
of his Sub-Division in August last by your subordinate. Baboo Hem 
Chunder Kur, Deputy Magistrate oi Kalarooah ; and I am to request 
that you will be so good as to submit for the Lieutenant G^veriVs in^ 
formation an explanation of the^drcumstances of the case ^ soon as 
possible. ^P ^ "^ / 

2. I'he points upon which the Lieu tenant. Governor desires to be par- 
ticularly informed are — first, as to how, that is, in what form, the Govern- 
ment Order of the 2l8t of July 1859, No. 4516, was forwarded to the 
Deputy Magistrate ; a^id secondly, as to what portion of it was so for- 
warded, 

3. Your special attention is directed to the Second para, of'the office 
note recorded by the Commissioner of Nuddea on the 30th of January 
last, quoted in para. 6 of 1^ letter. No. 36Ct, dated the 10th ultimo, in 
which it is stated that the publication of the order in question in the 
Thannahs was within your cognizance. 

4. The Lieutenant Governor observes that it* would seem to have been * 
unnecessary, and therefore improper, on your part to make your subor- * 
dinates acquainted with a discussion on a quesHon of practice between 
the Government, the Commissioner, and yourself, or with the results 
thereof, otherwise than in the shape of a bare order sufficient to guide 
their action into conformity with the decision arrived at 
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6. Three separate translations of the Depntj Magistrate's Perwannah 
are forwarded with this letter. One of these was sabmitted by the Indigo 
Planters' Association, another was received from the Cemmission^r, and 
the tlfird was obtained from the Bengalee Translator to^Govej^^entin 
consequence of the difference between the other two. The ^t translation, 
which of coarse is the one to be regarded ofBcially, places the woifling of 
the Perwannaji in the least objectionable form ; but it still leaves the last 
sentence opea to strong objection, as being capable of the interpretation 
that generally, or indeed always, Ryots have unobjectionable excuses 
for not growing Indigo although they may have contracted to do so. It 
may thus be turned into ai^ apparent invitation to Ryots universally to 
break their contracts. ^ 

In so important and delicate ^ affair it would seem to have been 
especially incumbent upon you to have given directions to the Deputy 
Magistrate so carefully worded, that he could not have* fallen into this 
gross error. • 

7. But the Lieutenant Governor will await your explanation before 
pronouncing an opinion on the case. 




From the Honl)le A. Eden, to the SecretM^to the Govemment of Bengal,— 
*, ^^^ (dieted Fort William, thWsth March 1 860.) ^ 



I HAVE the honor tb acknowledge the receipt of your letter 
Na. 11 93, dated 24th, March, forwarding a copy of correspondence 
relative to tHe excitement at present prevailing in parts of the Nuddea 
Division in connection with the cultivation of Indigo, which is said to 
be partly owing to a Perwannah issued to J^e Police by Baboo Hem 
Chunder Kur, Deputy Magistrate of Kalarooah, and calling upon me 
for an explanation of the circumstances ofj the case as soon as possible. 
* ' 2. I much regret thaj this opportunitv df furnishing an explanation 
« waB not afforded me earlier, so that I might have obtained from Baraset 
and Kalarooah such papers as I require. I will however endeavour to give 
all the information I can from such papers as I have by me, and from 
communications that I have had on this subject with Mr Ward, my 
successor, and Baboo Jlem Chunder Kur. 
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3. It will be remembered that, early last year, tlie Ryota of the 
Bengal Indigo (Company applied to me for protection from the threatened 
forcibl^'dispossesaion of their lands by Mr. Larmour. The Factories 
of the Bbngal Indigo Company in connection with which these dilutes 
aro^^ being si^iated in the Sub-Divisions of Kalarooah and Tarragooney 
I forv^P^ed the petition in original to Baboo Oboy Churn Bose, then 
in charge of both Sub-Divisions^ and directed him to issj^e orders for 
the protection of the complainants^ provided that the lands proved to be 
undoubtedly the Ryots' own. Mr. Larmour complained to the Commis- 
sioif&r^ who directed that my order should be cancelled^ and that the 
protection of the Police should be withdrawn from all Ryots^ who were 
alleged by the Plajiter to be under advances to him for the cultivation of 
Indigo. As the case was before the Dwuty Magistrate of Tarragooney, 
I at once followed the usual course of forwarding to him Mr. Grote's 
letter^ and dir^ted him to carry out the Commissioner's orders. Hav- 
ing done this^ I ^remonstrated with Mr. Grote against the view he had 
taken, and some correspondence passed between us on the subject with 
reference to a difficulty fn which the Deputy Magistrate was placed as 
regarded another Planter, in consequence of these orders. 

4. The correspondence was forwarded by the Commiss^||r to 
Govemmentt and the decision of Gevernment was communic&ted n^our 
letter No. 4516, dated 21st July|p59. On the receipt of thJt Jetter, I, in 
the ustal course of routine, forwarded a copy by indorsement to the 
Deputy Magistrate, before whom the cases' in question were, and my 
order to whom had given cause for the reference to Government The • 
letter of the Commissioner had been fc^waraed to the Deputy Magistrate, 
and it was absolutely necessary that he should be informed that the mode 
of practice laid down by the Cooimissioner was to be disconthiued. It is 
always the custom to forward such letters to the Officers concerned, and 
I certainly do not see how the views of Government could have been 
conveyed to that Officer in a more unobjectionable manner than in the 
precise words of Government^ The difference of opinion between the 
Commissioner and myself a& to the course which the Law prescribed for * * 
Magistrates in Indigo disputes was well known to the Deputy Magistrate, 
and he had himself taken part in the correspondence connected therewith, 
and it appears to me that it was both necessary and desirable that he 
should know the grounds and reasoning ilpon which the Government 
arrived at the conclusions detailed in that letter. I cannot think that a 
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simple order emanating from myself^ to the effect that the Commissioner's 
orders were to be considered cancelled, would have beeji respectful to 
tbat Officer, and such a course would certainly have been tinusuaLj * 

5. The Deputy Magistrate took no action whatever on tlie G^vern- 
ment orders, simply recording them, as it was intended he#shoul^^o, 
for his future guidance in Indigo cases. ^ 

6. Shortly after this, when Baboo Hem Chunder Kur was trans- 
ferred from Ealigunge to Kalarooah, he came into Baraset and wished 
me to get the order for his transfer recalled. Baboo Hem Chunder 
evinced great reluctance to join his appointment at Kalarooah in conse- 
quence of the difficult position^in which he would be placed as regarded 
the Indigo Planters* He urged that the power and influence of the 
Bengal Indigo Company is such, th|| no Native Official of independent 
spirit is willing to be brought into contact with them, and he referred 
to the case of Moulvie Abdool Luteef, who was removed from the Sub- 
Division for issuing orders precisely similar to those whieh I had issued, 
and which led to the discussion with Mr. Grote. I assured him that if 
he administered justice in a straightforward and conscientious manner 
between man and man, he would hitve no cause to fear any influence 
that mil^ be brought to bear against him, and I declined to apply for 
his retention at Kaliigunge. He then said that as the greater portion 
of Mr. Lamour's cultivation was in his ^lb-Division, he thought it only 
right that he should havcb a cppy of the Government orders regarding 
those disputes that he might be guided by them in any cases that oc- 

• (wfrred. His request appeared to* me to be reasonable, natural, and proper, 

and I was clearly of opinion that he Vas entitled to have a copy of the 

Government ruling on an important practical question of this kind, 

connected with his Sub-Division, and which would in all probability be 

constantly referred to in cases pending before him. I saw no necessity 

however for letting him see the extent to which Mr. Grote and myself 

difiered on this subject, as he had lately arrived in the District and had 

t^ken no part in the previous discussion ; I ''tl^erefore merely sent him 

.^ that portion of the Government letter Whjch related to the general 

V** question of Police interference in Indigo disputes. I have nothing be- 

^ fore me which enables md to' speak authoritatively, but to the best of 

my belief the portion of the letter sent to him was from the 12th 

para, to the end of the letter, and this ej^tract was forwarded wi^i mj.,^ 

I^ter annexed hereto. ' 
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7. Your letter next directs my attention to the 2n(] para, of the office 
note recorded by Mr. Grote, and quoted in the 6th para, of his letter 
No. 3^, dated 40th February. I cannot but express my regret that Mr* 
Grot%^ who was in constant communication with me in Oalci]^ta, 
shoidd without speaking to me on the subject have seen fit to record 
tha^me Deputy Magistrate stated ^' that the publication of the order in 
the Thannahs was within Mr. Eden's cognizance.'' I jnost positively 
assure his Honor that I had no cognizance whatever of the publication 
of the order ; the first I heard of it was in casual conversation with Mr. 
Grote^ some months after its publication^ and the first I saw of it was in 
the public newspapers^ I think that it will b^ found that its publication did 
not tak^ place when. I was in charge of the Baraset Magistracy, and 
could not therefore have been within my cognizance. From what I have 
since heard from Mr. Ward and Baboo Hem Ghunder, I apprehend that 
Mr. Grote entirely misunderstood the Deputy Magbtrate ; it will I 
believe be found on inquiry that what the Deputy Magistrate said was, 
that the '^ publication of the Perwannah was known to the Magistrate of 
JBarasety but that he did not know whether that Officer had approved his 
proceedings," the Magistrate of Baraset here alluded to being Mr. Ward 
and not myself. From what Mr. Ward said to me I was unde{ the im- 
pression that he had fully explained this to Mr. Grote and to Mr. Reid. 
The Deputy Magistrate's intimation of the publication of this^-erwannah 
to the Magistrate of Baraset will doubtless be Jound among tlie Baraset 
records ; the orders passed thereon and the date of its receipt, will show 
clearly whether or no I was at that time .at Barraset In the mean time»it 
would appear from •Mr. Larmour's^own letter of the 28th January that 
the publication of the Perwannah occurred in September last, about one 
month after I had left the Lftstrict 

8. Had I remained in the District, I should not have approved of any 
orders to the notice on the subject of the Government letter, for such 
orders were then unnecessary, the Indigo cultivation for that season being 
over. I should have knowif from past experience that the publication of 
any such order would, in all probability, hav« been made use of by tffe 
Planters as a convenient excuse to which to attribute the natural tmwill- 
ingness of their Ryots to sow whenever .ocoasion might require. In 
the month of August, moreover it was not likely that the Police would 
be called upon to act on an^ emergency, and without obtaining the 
special orders of the Magistrate in each case* and I issued no orders 
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myflelf to the Police in tlie Thannalis under my immediate charge in 
connection with the Government letter, neither did the Deputy Magis- 
trate of Taragoonev. It never occurred to me thaf it was possibU that 
the Deputy Magistrate of Kalarooah should issue any general orafrs tp 
the Police, for Sub-Divisional Officers are prohibited from Issuing^ch 
orders without obtaining the previous sanction of higher authority, and 
whenever any general orders have been thought necessary, I have always 
issued them myself to all the Thannahs. Finally it was a case in which 
general orders were useless, as forcible entry is one of that class of cases 
which the Police cannot investigate without orders of the Magistrate, 
and I can only attribute their iaeue to the fact that Baboo Hem Chunder 
bad been principally employed in the Dacoity Departmeflt, and had but 
little experience as an executive Officer. 

9. Having shown that I had no cognizance of the publication of the 
Perwannah alluded to, I may perhaps be permitted to say a few words in 
connection with that document I have no wish whatever to screen 
myself behind my subordinate, and am desirous of bearing any portion 
of the responsibility of its issue which can justly and fairly be attributed 
to me. It is certain that the Deputy Magistrate would not have issued 
the Perwannah jf he had not received a copy of the 'Government letter 
upon which it i^ founded ; the responsibility of furnishing him with 
that copy i^learly mine, my reasons for having done so I have allutled 
to above, and it is difficult <for me to say more without appearing to de- 
sire to throw blame upon those whose acts it is not for me to call in 
• qm^stion. I may however briefly say that the influence exercised by 
the Bengal Indigo' Company has long been such, thSt the subordinate 
Officers of Oovqmment in 'that neighbourhood have been afraid to do 
their duty, and the Police have in some cases been the instrument made 
use of by the Planters for oppressing the people. Since the removal of 
Moulvie Abdool Luteef, no Native Official has dared to act independently, 
and few Ryots have dared to complain. It is not becoming that I should speak 
in further detail on the subject, but I would request that His Honor may 
he pleased to call for the papers connected fej^h the Moulvie's case, and 
wiih ilTe decision of the Judge of the 24-Pergunnahs on the appeal made 
in connection with the Magistrate's proceedings in that case; his Honor 
will then be enabled to understand, why, amongst other reasons, I thought 
it necessary to strengthen the hands of^the Deputy Magistrate by 
affording him the benefit ef a perusal of the views of Qovernroent as to- 
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the protection^ which it is tlie daty of the Police to afford to cultivatorsy 
rnor^«especialljr as these views were elicited in a case connected with the 
qulti^tors of that farticular Sub-Division. I hav^befbre pointed oat 
to sif^eriar authority the very difficult position in wliich Magisterial 
Offigsrs are placed for want of an authoritative ruling on the subjects, 
and I have shown that in this matter, the executive and judicial func- 
tions of a District Officer frequently clash, and that iji disputes regard- 
ing Indigo it is exceedingly difficult to combine expediency with justice; 
tiie Government order of July last was that for which I had so often 
asked for myself and subordinates. 

10. It lias always been the practice in«Districts in which I have been, 
and I have the iuthority of several very experienced Officers for stating 
that the practice generally prevails, of forwarding to the Loww Courts 
and Sub-Divisional offices all orders whether of Government, or the 
S udder Court, laying down a particular coarse of action in a particular 
class of cases; and this has been more especially the practice where such 
orders have reference to cases occurring w^ithin the jurisdiction of such 
subordinate Officers. I may remark that Mr. Grote is mistaken in 
saying that the communication of tfiese orders was in this case injudi- 
cious on the ground that the Deputy Magistrate has an imperfect 
knowledge of English, for I believe that there are few Natives of this 
country who possess so accurate a knowledge of our langw^e as tlio 
Officer in question. • ^ 

11. It never occurred to me that there was anything in the Govern- 
ment letter, which was likely to cause mischief or to be misunderstodicL; • 
it appeared to me t& be a full, clear, and conclusive exposition of the Law 
as it stands, and I have foj^ the last three years based orders upon the 
principles therein upheld. 

12. In the 8 th para, of that letter you remark this is a most important 
practical question, and the Lieutenant Governor thinks it is strange that 
it has not been authoritatively determined before now, as cases of this 
sort are of daily occurrence. Fully concurring in this view, I was of 
opinion that I was acting with propriety in communicating this nibst 
important ruling to those who above all required it, and who looked^o . 
me for instruction and advice ; it even appeafd to me that T should have 
incurred grave responsibility had I kept the Government order secret. 

13. In your letter now»ander reply, the last para, of the Deputy 
Magistrate's Perwannali is pointed out as bein^ open to the objection 
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that it is capable of the interpretation, that generally or indeed always 
Ryota have unobjectionable excuses for not growing Indigo although 
they may have qontracted to do so. The wording of the Gov^finient 
letter ns this, '* The Ryots may confess the engagement ai^ stflj have 
many irresistible pleas to avoid the consequence the Planter insists upon. 
The wording of the Deputy Magistrate's Perwannah is : " The Crimi- 
'* nal Court hf^ no concern in these matters, because notwithstanding 
" such contracts or such consent withheld or given. Ryots may urge 
'^ uAanswerable excuses against the sowing of Indigo." The wording 
of my letter was " Such promises can only be produced against the 
Ryots in the Civil Court, aqd the Magisterial Authorities have nothing 
to do with them, for there must bo two parties to« a promise, and 
it is gpi^ible that the Ryot even whose promises or contracts are 
admitted may still have many irresistible pleas to avoid the consequence 
tlie Planter insists upon. — The consequence alluded to being tiie forcible 
dispossession of the Ryot by the Planter. — The question was, whether 
if the Planter asserted that the Ryot had agreed to sow Indigo such 
Ryot had a right, supposing him to admit the existence of a contract, to 
demand the assistance of the Magistrate when threatened with being 
ousted from his land. My meaning in saying that even when he 
admitted his contract, he might still urge irresistible pleas why he 
shoiild no4jb^summarily dealt with, and such pleas as the Civil Court 
alone would be qualined \p adjudicating on, may be more fully under- 
stood from the followincr extract of a letter which I had the honor to 
ivddress to the Commissioner of,Nuddea in June 1858 : '^ Another reason 
** suggests itself to me why the'Crimlual Court shou^l neither adjudicate 
'^ summarily in questions>of contracts to sow Indigo, nor compel their 
'* enforcement Even supposing such contracts to be voluntary engage- 
** ments, theu* non-fulfilment would not*necessarily imply fraud. The 
'* Ryot might have taken the advance with the distinct intention of 
<' sowing the amount of Indigo engaged for, but if by the oppression 
'* of his zemindars, or loss of his cattle, or oi^er misfortune, he is unable 
^to carry out his intention^ without the ^lij^ntest mala Jkies, it would 
a be f ery unfair that he should be treated as a criminal, and it would 
'* become a mere question»of adjudication as to what amjunt of advance 
^* and what interest he should return. This, I apprehend, could only 
'^ be decided as a civil suit, and such objections would in all pro- 
^f bability be raised in every case of non-fulfilment of contracts, the 

75 
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" Mii<n8trate's Office would he converted into a Civil Co|>rt to adjust a 
<' question of damages." 

14.* ^My object in quoting that portion of the Government letter was 
to*dra^ho Deputy Magistrate's attention to what api>Ared to me»to be 
tlie'real and igain objection to the refusal to afford protection to RyoU on 
the allegation of a promise. It never suggested itself to me for one 
moment that this Deputy Magistrate would take any actioij on the letwp 
except so far as it might guide his own judgment in cases then before 
him, pr which might arise. I have no doubt that the meaning of -the 
Deputy Magistrate was precisely the same as my own ; indeed, it is not 
possible that he can hav/e made any mistake^ for the Government letter 
gave an example of the kind of plea alluded to. It cannot be said that 
I have ever given any order likely to make the Ryots believe t^ they 
would receive any 'sanction from me in evadmg Uieir existing engage- 
ments, for I Have frequently advised them, when they have complained 
to me, that whatever the hardship involved, it was their duty to ful6l 
their engagements, and to make what objections they had to makePto the 
cultivation, after so doing, as the entering into such engagements was 
quite optional, and that they were entitled to protection for any coercion 
used to make them so engage. At the same time, I have never allowed 
the Planters to enforce tlieir contracts in any manner not authorized by 
Law, neither have I allowed my Court and the Courts of n&]^8y}K>rdinatefl 
to oArp the functions of the Civil Couit, and^to receive and adjudicate 
on plaints and pleas connected with the ful^lment of contracts. 

15. I may perhaps be allowed to make some remarks as to the extei^j^ 
to which the Deputv Magistrate's Perw&nnah can be said to have influ- 
enced the Ryots in refusing to cultivate Indigq, This Perwannah Vas, 
Mr. Larmour says, issued in September, a period of the'ye&r at which 
in that part of the country the Indigo business is altogether at a stand- 
still, as far as the Ryots are concerned ; the engagements for the ensuing 
year being made in November and December. If then the impression 
caused by the Deputy Magistrate's Perwannah was that Government 
was opposed^to the cultivdtioi^ of Indigo, th^ Ryots would have had the 
courage in November to refuse to go to the Factory, and to compltin iq^ 
the event of their having advances forced uQon tliem, but it does* not 
appear from Mr. Larmour's letter that they did anything ; they were 
altogether unaffected by the Perwannah ;' they came, he says " as usual 
to the Factory and adjusted th&ir accounts;" " everything," he continues. 
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** went on smotthly* until many months sabseqaent to ita publication, 
and in fact until certain petitions were presented to the Deputy Ma- 
gistrate when on his cold weather tour; and even these petit^fts are 
not attlributed to the influence of the Perwannah, but are all^edfi>7 Mr. 
Larmour to have been made at the instigation of Baboo S^am Chunder 
Pal Chowdry, a person with whom the Bengal Indigo Company have 
for many yeao been at feud. Mr. Larmour*s complaint indeed is simply 
this, — that the Deputy Magistrate, instead of accepting Mr. Larmour's 
character and the state of the Sub-Division as primd fame evidence 
oi the falseness of the charges, and rejecting the petitions accordingly^ 
directed the Police to protec( the Byots if necessary. This^ proceeding 
appears to Mr. Larmour to have been equivalent to taking it for granted 
that li% intended to oppress his Ryots, and he construes it into an en- 
couragement to them not to sow Indigo; but I submit that if, as he says, 
he had no intention to coerce his Ryots or to use lateeals, the Deputy 
Magistrate's order to protect the Ryots from such lateeals could not 
possibly affect him. 

1 6. It would further appear that these Ryots have opposed Mr. Larmour 
on previous occasions, two years 4)efore the Perwannah was written, 
and bdbre Baboo Ilemcli under came to the District, for he savs in his 
letter of the 28tli January that *^ it is only two years since Syamchun- 
der Pal -Cho^vdry's people nearly murdered my Assistant Mr. Cock- 
shoti." I would submit \\\\\\ reference to the above that there is'no more 
reason to attribute the acts of Syam Cliuncler*s people on the present occa- 
jmoifx to the Deputy Magistrj\te*s Perwannah than there was on the 
previous occasion. Mr. Larifiour iias for many y^ars been at constant 
feucl with the 2^nuiidars«and cultivators all around htm ; and has invari- 
ably attributed, the natural opposition of tlie people to his proceedings, 
to the acts of Government Officers. One year he attributed the reluctance 
of his Ryots to sow to the proceedings of Moulvie Abdool Luteef ; another 
year to an order given by myself in connection with the measurement of 
some land ; the year following it was attributed to a roobocaree drawn 
tip in the Hobrah case; aivlnow this yea/ jt is said to be owing to the 
4^rd&8 of Baboo Hemchunder Kur on the petition of certain Ryots. So 
faf from its being correct .that " from year's end to year's end there is 
never a complaint made against him or his servants," I can speak from 
personal knowledge that there Are few Factories against which so many 
complaints are made. .That no complaints maybe made in Nuddea is 



( 592 ; 

possible, and maybe accounted forbyUie^^ct which he mintions, that the 
Bengal Indigo fJonipany's Concern extends over, one-third of the District ; 
"with'^ch pow^r, complaint at a distant station would be impossible. 

*!?• %Ht ^jiay be that the Deputy Magistrate's Perwannah was "injudi- 
cious^ but I ^0 not think |hat it can be said to have invited the Ryots to 
break their engagements, seeing that at the time of year at which it was 
published there were no engagements entered into. I tliink it is clear 
from Mr. Larmour's own statements that it did not have this effect ; and 
that he never supposed it would have any such effect ; his Factories are in 
the immediate neighbourhood of Kalarooah, his Ryots would be the first 
to be influenced, yet they showed no sign^ of being so influenced ; they 
behaved as usualfand Mr. Larmour so far from acting as if he thought that 
they had received encouragement to act dishonestly, gave them advances 
some five months aftyr the publication of the Perwannah, which he sorely 
would not have done had he believed the Perwannah to have the effect 
which he now attributes to it. 

18. Mr. Mackenzie, another Indigo manufacturer, complained, I un- 
derstand, that the effect of the Perwannah was that the Ryots decKned tiis 
advances. This, I submit, is scarcelj^ consistent with. the supposition that 
the Perwannah induced them to believe that they might take advances, 
and leave their engagements unfulfilled with impunity. In continuation 
of this subject, I would point out that Mr. Forlong, anctherdnamfacturer 
of the Nuddea District, attributed the indepei^dent tone adopted by the 
Ryots ,to the Government orders in the case against Mr. White; and 
again, the Magistrate of Jessore, in the extract of his letter which yon* 
have forwarded to ^le, says that the rumour in the Jessore District 
was with reference to some expressions which were supposed to Bave 
been made use of by the Lieutenant-Governor at Nuddea. * The only 
remaining evidence which tends to connect the Deputy Magistrate's 
Perwannah with the unwillingness of the Ryots to sow, is to be found 
in the reports of Mr. Reid and Mr. Drummond. Mr. Drummond says 
that a rumour existed at tke end of December last, that an order was 
" shortly to be issued" to the* effect that Government was opposed tt) 
the cultivation of Indigo ; he does not say that any rumour e/istecL ' 
that such an order had been issued ; this Fj^maur, Mr. Drummond had 
no doubt, owed its origin to the *^ occurrences" in Baraset, though what 
these occurrences were is not specified. .Mr. Reid thought that the dis- 
inclination of the Baraset Ryots to sow was partly owing to the Deputy 
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Magistrate's Perwanhah. It should Iiowever be recollected that both these 
gentlemen were quite new to the District; they believed ^ils disiiulina- 
tion to be sudden, and were of course ignorant that Mrf Larmour, had 
precisely the sameidifSculty in making his Ryots sow every year. Th^ 
probably did not know that at the beginning of 1858 nAny of Mr. 
Larmour's Ryots positively refused to sow, and that by the Commis- 
sioner's orders I was compelled to go out and persuade them to do 
so. They could not moreover have been aware that the combination 
of the Baraset Ryots had commenced in the time of my predecessor, 
Mr. Mangles, and that complaints to Government were made atjaiiist 
him for protecting the Ryots in the same manner as they have been 
made against me. 

19. Having endeavoured to show that the Deputy Magistrate's 
Perwannah has not been the cause of the Ryots' refusal to trade in 
Indigo, I trust I shall be excused for now stating \nat I conscientiously 
believe to be the real cause of the opposition of the Ryots to the manu- 
facturers, and the rumour that Government was opposed to Indigo 
cultivation. This crisis has been long threatening, and my only sur- 
prise is that it has been warded oflf |o long. Mr. Grote will, I have no 
doubt, do me the justice to admit that frequently within the last three 
years I havfe communicated to him my appreh^isions, that if steps 
were not tak^n to alleviate the condition of the Inditjo cultivators 
some suc*h manifestation of feeling would result. As long ago a^June 
1858, I officially wrote : "'The question appears to render itself into 

• 

this ; — which is of the most importance, that a certain quantity of a 
particular blue dye should 3>e ^pnually exported, or that a great 
and* daily increasing, cause of discontent and ntisery to the whole 
agricultural jibpulation of Bengal should Ijjb removed ? That this dis- 
content is increasing and is the constant topic of conversation amongst 
all classes of Natives, cannot be denied by those who have an oppor- 
tunity of judging of the real feelings of the Natives ; I believe that 
this feeling has been very much enhanced by an idea that the Go- 
•■^ernment is determined to uphold the Planter against the Ryot, and I 
think that there is cause to view with considerable alarm the enactment 
of any measure which will encourage the belief that the Planter will be 
invested with more summary power." In the same letter, I strongly re- 
commended that a Committee should be appointed to inquire into the 
system of Indigo cultivation. | cannot but think that if my continual 
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representations^ supported as I believe them to have been, by the opinions 
of several otl^er District Magistrate's had received ^tention at the time, 
the result wouM have been a general inquiry whicii would have had the 
e^ect %»f putting the Indigo trade on a more healthy noting, and have 
objriat^d tlfe extreme measures which the Ryots have now resorted to. 

20. Year^ by year the value of land, especially in the suburban 
District ; has risen, the profit of cereals, seeds, and tobacco crops has also 
increased ; the wages of labor have been doubled ; and of course the 
necessaries of life have increased in price proportionately. The Indigo 
m«inafacturer however has ignored all these signs of the times ; his only 
argument has been that for thirty years the price of Indigo has been 5 
bundles for the Rupee, and that any demaVid of the Ryots for a more 
liberal payment has been an insolent infringement of his vested rights, 
and this insolence he has believed to be engendered by an uncalled-for 
solicitude on •the pm of the Government for the welfare of the lower 
cliLsses. The more it became for the interest of the Ryot to sow crops 
other than Indigo, the greater the force which the Planter was compelled 
to use to keep up the Indigo cultivation. So long as there was but one 
Magistrate in each District, the pow^r of coercion possessed by a manu* 
facturer, who was also a Zemindar, was unlimited ; within the last few 
years, however, Sub'Divisions have been scattered over the face of the 
country, and every Ryot has had a Magisterial Officer wiliiin one dav's 
joun^y from his home; the much abused powei> of the Zefhindar to 
enforce the attendance of his Ryots at his GutcTierry, under the protest 
of adjusting his accounts, has at the same time been withdrawn by Law j 
and the Ryots have discovered that they tfre not the mere slaves of tho 
Zemindar and Indi^ Factor ; and the result has been inevitable, asd a 
mere question of time. ^ * . ' 

21. At the latter end of 1858, two gentlemen connected with the 
Indigo trade called upon me to ask me to induce the Ryots of certain 
Pergunnahs to take advances from them for the cultivation of Indigo. 
I declined, and«f)ointed out to them that an appeal to the self-interest of 
the cultivators was the onl^ course open to them. That same day ihef* 
complained of me to Mr. Hailiday, the Lieutenant-Governor, for em!ou- • 
raging the cultivators to combine against the Factories. The result, as 
his Honor is aware, was an interview at whicli certain persons represent- 
ing the Indigo interests and myself were •brought face to face. Mr* 
Ilulliday recorded that I had been askcc^ to do that which I could not be 
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reasonably expected to do ; acompronusc was suaaosted, and I was direct- 

the 
'^Iiat 
'aa^t^ 

depute one of my Ministerial Officers to accompany the R^ots ?o tke 
Factory to see that no attempt was made to for^e them itlto^igniiig new 
contracts, the owner of the Factories signing an ngreement that no such 
force should be used. I demurred to this, being well aware that the 
efiect of authoritatively explaining their rights to the Ryots would-be 
that they would at once decline all further coiftiection with the culti- 
vation of Indigo, and that the Factories would gradually be closed 
and that I should then be blaihed, as the first explanation would have 
emanated from me. Mr. Halliday overruled my objections, stating that 
as this course had been agreed to by the representatives of the parties 
interested, I could not be blamed if the result of Ae counie agreed to 
resulted in a manner unfavorable to themselves. I sent for the Ryots, 
and explained to them their freedom to enter into such engagements, or 
not, as they saw fit ; and the result was that the factories in Baraset 
were at once closed as I had anticips^jted. My explanation to tho Ryots I 
had taken the precaution to put in writing, and this was complained of to 
Government, and my proceedings were approved in yt)ur letter No. 3066 
dated 13th Msat 1859. 

22. The Baraset Factories are situated on the road from NuddeiS and 
Jessore to Calcutta ;. Ryots from those districts could see the Baraset cul- 
tivators in the undisturbed enjoyment of their own lands, and commu- 
nications doubtless passed be^een^ them, which led to formal applica- 
tions from various sources for copies of the orders Hi the Hobrah case. 
I took the precaution before giving these jcopies of obtaining the sanc- 
tion of the Commissioner of the Division. These are the orders which 
have in my opinion given rise to the rumour that Government was 
opposed to the cultivation of Indigo. These orders declared that the 
entering into contracts for Indigo cultivation was optional, and the 
^hole Indigo system being one of force, it i% not difficult to understand 
how M prohibition against* force could be rnterpreted into an intention 
to discourage the cultivation of Indigo. As Ryots were not to be com- 
pelled to sow Indigo, an^ as*they know well that no Ryots sowed unless 
under compulsion, their natural , deduction was that Government was 
opposed, not to the cultivation Jf Indigo«s a voluntary crop, but to the 
cultivation of Indigo under its present system. I sincerely believe that 
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tliis is tlie cause of the rainour and the manner in which my n.ime has 

been mixed v^ in it 

• • • 

23L* I have .thought it only right to all those concerned thas to com- 

mntiic^te to Government the manner in which I believe the "present 
complication to»have arisen^ and I now submit this explanation of my 
conduct and views to the consideration of Government^ with the full 
assurance, that whatever results the public may see fitjto attribute to 
my acts, the Government will be satisfied that I have acted consistently 
and justly throughout; and that I have been influenced solely by the 
mAst conscientious desire to fulfil my duty as a Magistrate to the people 
of the District under my charge* I would respectfully urge that my 
impartiality is borne out by the fa«t that no decision or judgment which 
I have ever given in Indigo disputes has been reversed in appeal, which 
would assuredly have been the case had my proceedings been actuated 
by that bias* which has been so frequently and unfairly attributed to 
me. If in my endeavours to afford to the Ryots of Baraset that pro- 
tection from violence which it was their legal right to demand, I have 
in any way injuriously afiected the interests of those engaged in the 
manufacture of Indigo ; such result must be attributed to the fact 
that the system under which that manufacture is at present conducted is 
opposed to the principles of fair dealing and justice, ancT not, I would 
submit, to any unwarrantable prejudice which I have iintt^ed^ in favor 
of oifb class of Her Majesty's subjects as againfit another. 



From the Hon'ble A. Edbn, Magistrate of Baraset, ta Baboo Hbmchundbb !Kub, 

Deputy Magistrate, Xalarooah Sub-Dlvison. • 

Sir, 

As the cultivation of Indigo is carried on to a considerable extent 
in your Sub-Division, I beg to^forward for your information and guidance, 
extracts from a letter No. 45 J ^, dated 21 st Jifly 1859, from the Secre- 
tary to the Governmant of Bengal to the Commissioner of the Nuddea' 
Division. « * 

Yon will perceive that the course laid down for the Police in Indigo 
disputes, is to protect the RyoU*i^ the p| ssession of his lands, on which 
he is at liberty to sow any crop he likes, without aby interference on the 
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part of the Planter or any one else. The Planter is not at liberty, 
under the pretext of the Ryots having promised to i^w Indigo for 
him, to enter forcibly upon the land of the Ryot Su^n promi&M can. 
only b$ produced against the Ryot in the Civil Court, and the M^sterial 
Authorities have nothing to do with them^ for there must be two parties 
to a promise; and it is possible that the Ryots, wSose promises or 
contracts are admitted, may still have many irresistible pleas to avoid 
the consequence the Planter insists upon. 



Criminal Appeal No. 137 of 1854, against a decision of Alexander Hope, 

Esq., Joint Magistrate of Baraset, 



•» 



Proceeding of J. S. Torrens, Esquire, Sessions Judge of the 2i'Pergunnah8^ 

under date the 27th of June 1854. 

Gour Mohun Dhur, 

Muddoosoodun Ghose, 

Duraj Mundle^ 

Hossein Gagil^ 

gouder G^gil, 

Shurufdi Mundle, 

Nubin Dufljidar,^ 

Joidi Sirdar, 

Buckshoo Gagi^ ^ 

Ghoto Soonder Mundle, 

Kassynath Dass, 

Jerapdi Mundle, 

Rostum Duffadar> 

Jahed Gagil, 

Pritram Dass, * J 

versus 
Futoo Ehalasie, on the ^ 
part of Mr. Larmour, ' Former Plaintiff, 2nd 



Former Defendants, 
Petitioners. 



of FatragAchee. • 



3 Party. 



7ff 



( 598 ) 

• Charge. -• 

By j:iotous*gssem\>lage and use of violence, destroying a crop of 
Indigo Vaised on* land previously engaged for by the Kain tiffs master, 
an4 soWmg^hereon a crop of Paddy. 

The record^^feth^ Petitioners' appeal and the original case in the 
Criminal Court having been read and heard in the presence of Moonshees 
Kristomohun Gose and Shuddba Shi Biswas, pleaders on the part of 
the Petitioners, and Boidonath Sose, Mooktear for the 2nd party, the 
following facts became apparent to the court. 

That the Joint Magistrate had, by his order of the 20th May 1854, 
sentenced the Defendants Gour and Mudhoa to six months' imprisonment 
^ach^ with labour*commutable to a fine of 30 Rupees each, finding them 
to have been the principal movers of the afi'ray in question, and the rest 
of the Defendants to four months' imprisonment each, and each to pay a 
fine of 15 Rupees within a week in lieu of labor, or in default to labor, 
and ordered that^at the time of release, on the expiry of the term of sen- 
tence, recognizances under Act V. of 1848 be taken for one year from 
the Defendants Gour and Mudhoo, in the sum of Rupees 200 each, and 
Rupees 50 each from the other Defeifdants. 

That against this order of the Joint Magistrate the Petitioners had 
preferred this appeal, and that at the time of hearing the case, the Mook- 
tear on the part of the 2nd party having been asked as 4o vfhom the 
lands mentioned in the case by his client belonged, that party admitted 
them in his answer to belong to the Ryots, Defendants. It then appeared 
to the Sessions Judge, that the Joint Magistrate's order sentencing the* 
prisoners does not sl^ow what specifit ch^ge or count -was established 
against each of them, his proceeding simply shawing that the Defencfants 
having received an advance from the managers or owners of the Indigo 
Factory, had destroyed the Indigo crop of the Plaintiflfs master by caus- 
ing a riotus assemblage and by resorting to violence ; but this charge did 
not appear to the Sessions Judge to have been brought home to the De- 
fendants by the evidence of itie witnesses for the prosecution ; as wit- 
nesses Buktar Ehalashi, Addut Khalashi, Buf kut OoUah Khalashi afld 
Chamoo Gagilj stated on oath that the Defendants had threatened t(w 
attack the Plaintiff's master, and had surrounde4 him on all sides while on 
the spot ; but Mr. Larmour declared that the Ryots, Defendants, fled away 
when he repaired to the place ; hence tJie testimony of the aforenamed 
four witnesses, who were also found to ifave been employed in the Factory 
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T^as considered to be unworthy of confidence. Secondly^ it further appear-^ 
ed from the deposition of the Plaintiff's Mooktear and the%pecords of the 
case, that the lan^ on which the alleged damage was caused, beloibed to 
the Ryets, Defendants, and though it appeared from the depositions q^Messis* 
Larmour and Goodelp and the abovenamed four witnessesthat the Rj^ts 
of that village had taken advances from the Indigo Factory, still none 
of the witnesses could say which of the Defendants had taken the 
advance, and willingly cultivated Indigo for the Saheb, and subse- 
quently destroyed the crop, while from the testimony of the afore- 
said Buktar and 3 others, it appeared that being servants to the Factory, 
they had themselves gone to cultivate the remaining portion of the lands, 
hence from their depositions it could be inferred that tjie land on which 
Indigo was sown had been cultivated by the Factory servants, and that 
nothing had been adduced to show that the Ryots Defendants, had wil- 
lingly received an advance and cultivated Indigo on the laAd. 

It was further remarked, as the opinion of the Sessions Judge, that a 
contract entered into by a person for sowing a particular crop on his 
land can under no Law take the land from his control or possession, and 
that default to carry out the terms ♦f a contract can only make the de- 
faulter liable to be sued in the Civil Court. Under the above circum- 
stances, the Joint Magistrate's order of the 20th May 1854 was set aside, 
and the DefeiWants were ordered to be released, and the amount of the 
fine imposed upon th«fm in lieu of labor, if realized, was directed to to re- 
funded to them, and that a copy of this proceeding was to be fsent with 
^Jhe original records of the case to the Joint Magistrate for carrying the 
above order into effect. » # 



The following were the grounds of Appeal t&ged by the DefendaiUs against 

the Decision of the Joint Magistrate. 

1 . That the action had been instituted by Mr. Larmour, through his 
servant Putoo Khalasi, to compel the Defendants to enter into an engage- 
©lent with him for the cultivation of Indigo, but his allegations not 
having been in any way established, the D^uty Magistrate before whom 
the case was originally instituted, considered it unnecessary to summon 
the Defendants ; but Mr. Larmour having petitioned the Commissioner 
of the Nuddea Division, compUining against the indifference exhibited 
by the Deputy Magistrate to tiir the case, that Authority requested the 
Joint Magistrate to fake up me case himself when the latter OflSce^ 
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repaired to Ealarooah, and getting the case transferred to his file frorff 
that of the Itfputy Magistrate, proceeded to the spot to hold a local 
inquiv]^, which »he completed without taking the depositions of any 
person c^siding in the neighbourhood^ but relying lipon the evidence 
giVen by four Khalasees, servants of the Factory, living at a distance, and 
considering a different piece of shall land shown by a Ehalasee, upon 
which were found four or five Indigo plants, to be identical with that 
belonging to the Defendants, and lading some stress upon popular 
report, be considered the Plaintiff's statements to have been satisfactorily 
estkblished, and upon that conviction passed a severe sentence upon the 
Defendants, imprisoning them to long terms, and imposing upon them 
other severe penalties. Defendants then deny having received any 
advance for the cultivation of Indigo, for had they done so, their kubooleut 
could have been filed. They further stated that the witnesses, residents 
of the neighbouring villages, examined by them in support of tlieir de^ 
fence, corroborated their pleas of non-receipt of advance, their non-culti- 
Tation of Indigo for the Saheb and their doing nothing subsequently to 
damage the crop. Hence they contended that the Joint Magistrate was 
wrong in passing the above sentence •apon them. 

2. Defendants then point out that the Plaintiff, in his petition of the 
11th Bysack, complained of the Defendants Gour Dhur*and Mudho- 
Boodun Ghose having in collusion with the other Defenclants destroyed 
the Ifidigo plants; but in his deposition on the lltti and 12th idem, he 
made a different statement, that is, he charged the Defendants Gour and 
Mudhco of having ordered the other Defendants to commit the above, 
damage, while sitting^on the road rucminglto the north gf Jaidee Gazi's 
house; but there bei^ig no road on the north of Jaidee Gazi's house,*and 
the Plaintiff's allegations in Jiis petition and examination "being opposed 
to each other, the action preferred by him should have been considered 
unfounded. It further appeared, the Defendants state, from the Plain- 
tiff's deposition, that on the 11th and 12th Bysack, he himself came to 
BOW the remaining quantity of Indigo, but witness Buktar stated that he 
had come to the place of occurrence to cultivate Indigo, accompanied hy^ 
Burkut, Purodi and Adur, *and that the defendants on receipt ©fan ^ 
order from Gour Dhur and others threatened to attact the Saheb, and 
that Gour Dhur was not present there, but was passing to and fro with 
Muddoosooden near the house of Thurapdl and Jerapudi, and witness 
Adat stated that Gour and Muddhoo (were the parties who gave the 
-order, while witness Burkut Ehalasee aeclared that in company with 
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iJuktar he had gone to sow Indigo, and on the 11th Bysact saw Gour 
and Muddhoo give the order, while standing on the SoutI|of Shnr^ia' 
house, and on <he 12th, while standing near the hoHse of llfcmut 
Defendants then Itate that none of the witnesses could ment^gr^gt^^^artk 
and boundaries of the land in question ; and that they jytjiej^hat theyjuBver 
knew the Defendants, but having lived at the place for 8 or 10 days, 
they could identify them. Under the above circumstances. Defendants 
point out that the deposition of the Plaintiff and that of his witnesses 
beibg opposed to each other, the unfounded nature of tUe Plaintiff's com- 
plaint had become apparent; hence the order passed upon the Defendants 
was unjust. 

3. The allegation of the Plaintiff charging the Defendants Gour and 
Mudhoo of having sown upon their land a crop of Paddy in removal of 
one of Indigo, which had been at first cultivated, would, the Defendants 
contend, appear to be opposed to probability ; for had tne Defendants 
really received an advance and cultivated Indigo on -their land, they 
could not have been so much devoid of common sense as to destroy it 
to the prejudice of their own interests ; and the Defendants Gour and 
Mudoosoodun state that not having any connection with the Defendants, 
their collusiqp with them could never prevail upon ^the latter to commit 
an act entailing such a loss upon them. 

4. The Joint Magistrate was wrong in considering the Plaintiffs' 
alleixations to have beemestablished from the result of the local investi- 
gation conducted by Judubindoo Biswas, as from the depositions taken 
*by this Officer of Dhununjoy Mokerjea, the Factory Gomashta, and 
Eungoo Mollah, Ameen, it apf)earefl that the Ryots had destroyed the 
Indigo in cojlusion witii one Kallee Kisore Roy of Bag Achra, but 
that there was no proof in support of this dflegation ; further in the peti- 
tion presented by the Plaintiff before the Deputy Magistrate, the fact of 
there b^ng a collusion with the above Roy was mentioned ; and in the 
petition presented by Mr. Larmour himself no mention was made of the 

^ names of the Defendants Gour and Muddhoo ; hence they contend they 
could not have been considered guilty o& ariy offence from any subse* 
quent statements made by the Plaintiff and his witnesses in contradictioa 
to each other, much kss ^punished as the* principal offenders. They 
therefore point out that on a reference being made by the Sessions Court 
to the above-mentioned petitions and depositions^ the illegality of the 
Joint Magistrate's ordjer will be;iome apparent. 
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5. Two plots of Rice land difFerent from that in dispute^ on wbiclf 
however werf found five or six Indigo plan ts, were shown to the Joint 
Magiff^te in tl^ Defendant's absence, as the land from jrhich the Indigo 
Qcf^g^aijilleged to have been removed, and the Joint MagistratCtwith- 
ouf examinmg the residents of the spot, from whom the real facts could 
have been le^iu, relied upon the statements of the Plaintiff and the 
Ameen Bukoo, who was an enemy to the Defendants ; ai^d considering 
the land belonging to other persons, upon which however some Indigo 
seeds had unconsciously been sown with a Paddy crop, to be identical 
wifh the land in dispute, the Joint Magistrate passed the above order 
upon the Defendants, the illegality of which would become apparent on 
the above circumstances being taken into consideration with the records 
of the case. 

The Defendants therefore pray that the Joint Magistrate's order may 
be set aside, atid themselves absolved from all liability. 



From A. E. Young, Esq., Secretary to the Government. ')f Bengal, to the Hon'blb 
Abhlby Eden,- (No. 1669, dated the 7th April 1800.) 

Sib, ^ 

I AM directed to acknowledge the jeceipt of your letter dated 
the 28th ultimo, submitting the explanation called for in my letter No. 
1193, dated the 24th idem; and in reply to communicate to you thd^ 
following observatioM of the Lieutenant Governor on the subject. 

2. It appears that on receiving through the Gommissioner of Kuadea 
the Government Orders of* the 21st of July last, passed* upon the 
general question of Police interference in cases of disputes connected 
with the cultivation of Indigo, which had been under discussioit between 
yourself and the Commissioner, and which had been referred for the 
decision of Government, youtforwarded a copy of those orders to Baboo 
Obhoy Churn Bhose, the ^Sub-Divisional Officer of Tarragooney, aitd 
for the moment of Kalarooah also, the two Sub-Divisions in which the 
cases had occurred, which* gave immediate oocasion to the reference 
to Government Caboo Obhoy Chum Bose took no action on these 
orders, simply recording them, as it wasi intended he should do, for his 
future guidance in Indigo cases. And u[ has not Ueen alleged that any 
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1i4*consequence8 arose from your communication to Baboo Obhoy Gharn 

Boae. I 

3. It is freely admitted that you did no more thaityour d(», m 
explaining fully to your subordinate Police OflScer the principl e b^ ^MlS 
he was in future to be guided, according to the decision of (jfrSvernmyt 
in cases such as those to which the decision of GoveJTHlfnf appli^ and 
with respect to which, previously, the practice had been vai^ous, 
uncertain, and often contrary to Law. 

4» But, as a point of form, it cannot be admitted that, in sending 
down to a subordinate Officer the argued decision of Government u{fcn 
a general question, which had been closely discussed between yourself 
and your own immediate official superior, you did what was regular or 
usual in such cases, or necessary for the attainment of the object in 
view. The Sub-Divisional Officer had had no part in the discussion 
between the Commissioner of the Division and yourself, ^t least so far 
as it had been referred for the decision of Government, and he therefore 
had no more concern with the argument«4han any othef Sub-Divisional 
Officer in Bengal. • 

5. It appears further, that op Baboo Hem Chunder Kur being 
appointed to the Kalarooatf Sub-Division he also applied for a copy of 
the decision ^f Government for his guidance; and that though yon 
saw no necess^y for letting the Sub-Divisional Officer see how far the 
Commis^oner^ and jrourself had dilBTered, you supplied him wi^b an 
e^ract from that deci^on,. being " that portion of the Government 
Y letter which related to the general question of Police interference in 
* Indigo disputes." 

6. This was not the regular manner of proceecjing. The orders of 
Govemment in question were not written with a view to their being 
treated in the manner of a Rule published for the general guidance of 
all Officers in charge of the Police. 

7. The regular and safer course would have been to have prepared 
very carefully a Vernacular paper, containing practical directions in 

^accordance with the orders on the partieular reference that had been 
made^to Government; tnd to have sent 'it to the Native Deputy 
Magistrate, who then could not have made any mistake in conveying 
his own orders to the AThAnnadars, as occasion demanded, which is all 
that it concerned him to do, 

a 

8. In regard to the publicat'on of th^ Purwannah issued by Baboo 
Hem Chunder Kur your answer is fonclusive. You had given over 

I 
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cliarge of tbe District of Baraset to your successor before the Perwann*tf 
4j^ue?Aion was issued, and it is clear that you had no concern whatever I i 
inqHf publicMori, and that you are in no way responsible for it whether I 
^jj^^Wt to its wording or in any other respect ^This is the only 
m^j^^pU rt j)f the charges that have been made against you, and the j 
LioutSnant-GfUWfWr has much pleasure in finding it to be wholly j 
witlyut foundation. ] 

9. In the minor matter of the point of form above noticed, the t 
Lieutenant Governor imputes no blame to you ; and on the whole J 
h^is thoroughly satisfied with your explanation. 



SlB, 



• 

From A. R. Young, Esq., Secretary to the Goyeriiment of Bengal, to the Commia- ^ 

sioner of Nuddea, — (No. 1560, dated the 7th April 18G0. i 

.{ 

r I 

With reference .to your le^^rs of the 10th February and 9th ♦ 
ultimo^ Nos. 36Ct. and 66Ct. respectively, I am directed to forward for* 
your information a copy of the explanatiofSf^nished by Mr. Eden in ' 
the matter of the I^erwannah to which that correspondency relates^ an4j 
of the observations of the Lieutenant Governor thereon. [. 

I(^ remains to be considered whether the Deputy Magistra^iC, Babc«4j 
Hem Chunder Eur, is to blame for the pu]^lication of that Perwar^ 
in the manner described by Mr. Larmour, i^ such'publication actuaii 
took place. , 

I am directed therefore to requesf that ^ou will call trpon Baboo Hem 
Chunder Kur, Deputy Magistrate of Kalarooah, to submit t9 Govern meatf 1 
through you, a full explanation of the circumstances connected wit 
the publication of the Perwannah, which was issued by him 
August 1859 to the Police of his Sub-Division. You will be so good as 
to direct his especial attention to the faultiness of the wording, as is appa« 
rent from the version of the JPerwannah obtained from the Government 
Bengalee Translator, a copf of*v'hich is herewith forwarded. * 
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